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Groups in 
opposition 
to EDL'S 

protest 

MORE than 100 people 
have signed a ‘unity state¬ 
ment’ calling upon the Eng¬ 
lish Defence League (EDL) 
to stay away from Dudley. 

Among those who have 
pledged their opposition 
to the EDL’s protest are 
Dudley North Labour MP 
Ian Austin and Stourbridge 
Tory MP Margot James. 

Others include The Rev 
Andrew Wickens from Top 
Church and Imam Hashmi 
from Dudley Central 
Mosque along with Dudley 
Council leader Pete Lowe. 

It comes after Black Coun¬ 
try Unite Against Fascism 
(UAF) announced it was or¬ 
ganising a counter-demon¬ 
stration in response to the 
EDL’s planned march on 
the town centre on Satur¬ 
day, February 7. 

More than 700 supporters 
of the EDL are expected to 
show up in protest at a new 
mosque planned by Dudley 
Muslim Association. 

The UAF says its mem¬ 
bers will assemble in Stone 
Street Square from 11am, 
and remain positioned in 
the town centre until the 
EDL leaves. It has the 
support of Dudley Trades 
Union Council and the Mus¬ 
lim community. 

Statement signatories are 
‘deeply concerned’ over the 
EDL Dudley demo, particu¬ 
larly after similar protests 
turn ed violent. _ 

TWo murder 
counts denied 

AN 80-year-old Halesowen 
widow was allegedly beaten 
to death with a saucepan 
and her body hidden in her 
garage, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard this 
week. 

Leo Barnes, aged 33, 
of Runcorn Road, Balsall 
Heath, denies killing Mrs 
Cynthia Beamond at her 
home on June 27. 

Barnes also denies mur¬ 
dering 67-year-old Philip 
Silverstone with a car jack 
at his London home the fol¬ 
lowing day. 

• Court case — page 3 


MOVE TO FREEZE 
COUNCIL RENTS 


FREEZING council house rent will 
help families in ‘difficult times’, says 
the leader of Dudley Council. 

The average weekly rent for 23,000 tenants 
will remain at £82.54 under the plans, which 
go before the council’s cabinet next month. It 
comes despite the council needing to make cuts 
of £27 million over the next year. 


Councillor Lowe said the 
council wanted to ease the 
burden on families who 
have been struggling to 
make ends meet. 

“We will continue to look 
after the interests of the 
people we serve as we know 
local people have experi¬ 
enced difficult times,” he 
said. 

“We have no intention 
to increase housing rents, 
in the same way that we 
are also proposing to freeze 
council tax levels for every¬ 
one for another year, which 
will keep our council tax as 
the lowest in the West Mid¬ 
lands.” 

Welcomed 

Councillor Gaye Par¬ 
tridge, cabinet member for 
housing, added: “We have 
now reported to the Take 
Control Housing Board our 
clear recommendation that 
will go before a meeting of 
the cabinet to keep housing 
rents as they are. 

“We have 23,000 housing 
tenants and we know this 
will be welcomed by thou¬ 
sands of hard working peo¬ 
ple across the borough.” 

It’s the first time council 
house rent has been frozen 
in more than ten years. 

The plans will go before 
the cabinet’s meeting on 
February 11. The move goes 
against a formula which 
calculates that the council 
could increase rents by up 
to three per cent. 


By Heather Large 


In a bid to cut costs, the 
council is proposing savings 
of £22.9m for 2015/16, mov¬ 
ing up to £25.3m by 2016/17 
and £27.4m by 2017/18. But 
the council has warned it 
faces a deficit of approach¬ 
ing £30m by 2017/18 if addi¬ 
tional savings are not found. 

The budget proposals so 
far include a shake-up of 
Dudley youth services to 
save £200,000. 

There are also plans to 
increase burial fees and 
proposals to switch off some 
street lights after midnight. 

Savings will also be made 
by transferring the manage¬ 
ment of the New Bradley 
Hall care home in Kingswin- 
ford to a private firm. 

A public consultation 
was launched at the end of 
last year giving people the 
chance to have their say on 
the services which matter 
most to them. 

The consultation contin¬ 
ues until Sunday. 

Meanwhile, rent for coun¬ 
cil homes in Sandwell is due 
to rise from April as council¬ 
lors strive to find extra cash 
to fund investment in its 
properties. 

Leaders at Sandwell 
Council were set to rub¬ 
ber-stamp the decision this 
week, which will see the av¬ 
erage rent increase by £1.03 
to £88.92 per week. 



Brandon Carter, from Halesowen, who died in May, will be in the minds of bikers on Sunday’s cancer charity run 


IT was a rally held to make cancer 
sufferer Brandon Carter’s wish come 
true. 

Twelve months ago 400 biking fa¬ 
natics joined the 27-year-old as he 
realised his dream, by riding a Harley 
Davidson through the streets of the 
Black Country from Halesowen to 
Bridgnorth. 

Sadly, Brandon, who was from Col¬ 
ley Gate, lost his battle with skin can¬ 
cer just four months later at the age 
of just 27. 

Now family, friends and motorbike 
enthusiastsare coming back to do it all 
again in his memory. 


His uncle David Brenton said: 
“Brandon was a big film buff. When 
he was a kid he saw The Terminator 
in which Arnold Schwarzenegger rides 
a Harley Fat Boy and he said he would 
love to ride a Harley Davidson. 

“And when he was first diagnosed 
he said again that he would love to 
ride one.” 

Mission 

His family made it their mission to 
give him his wish and through biker 
friends managed to organise the event. 

But it still came as a surprise when 
400 bikes descended on Streetbike in 


Halesowen to join what became known 
as the first Dream Ride, 20 miles to 
The Food Stop cafe in Quatford, on the 
Kidderminster road near Bridgnorth. 

Brandon’s family are hoping for an¬ 
other big turn out in aid their £10,000 
target for Birmingham’s Queen Eliz¬ 
abeth Hospital Fighting Skin Cancer 
Fund this Sunday. 

Mr Brenton said: “It’s amazing 
how many people have got involved. 
We raised just under £2,000 from the 
first ride and the total so far is around 
£5,850.” 

The convoy will leave Streetbike, in 
Dudley Road, Halesowen, at 11am. 


A deadly 
haul of 
weapons 
put in bins 

A TERRIFYING array of 
deadly weapons have been 
taken off the streets in Bir¬ 
mingham and the Black 
Country. 

More than 150 knives, 
guns and knuckledusters 
have been retrieved by po¬ 
lice with bins provided by 
the Word4Weapons charity. 

They were all handed in at 
bins provided by the charity 
in Edgbaston, Sparkbrook, 
Hockley, Lozells, Erdington 
and Wolverhampton, and 
now a further bin is to be 
placed in Aston. 

The Edgbaston bin was 
unveiled in July by the par¬ 
ents of teenager Christina 
Edkins, Kathleen and Jason, 
near to where the 16-year- 
old Halesowen schoolgirl 
was killed in March 2013. 

The teenager was fatally 
stabbed as she sat on a bus 
while travelling to Leasowes 
High School. Christina was 
attacked by paranoid schiz¬ 
ophrenic Phillip Simelane, 
23, from Walsall, who was 
later detained indefinitely 
under the Mental Health 
Act. 

West Midlands Police and 
Crime Commissioner David 
Jamieson said: “The bins 
have given people a place to 
off-load items which could 
have destroyed lives.” 

Christina’s mother Kath¬ 
leen Harris said: “If only 
one knife was put in the bin, 
it would potentially be a life 
saved.” 

Pub plans to 
be discussed 

CAMPAIGNERS who won a 
bid to stop plans for a con¬ 
venience store on a pub car 
park are holding a public 
meeting. 

New River Retail’s £1 
million plan for a Co-Opera¬ 
tive store next to the Haden 
Cross Inn in Cradley Heath, 
was rejected by Sandwell 
Council. 

Friends of Haden Cross 
Inn have vowed to continue 
to protect the pub and will 
discuss plans at the pub in 
Halesowen Road on Febru¬ 
ary 10, 7.30pm. 
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Council to act on failing academies 


COUNCIL leaders are planning to 
intervene in the running of acade¬ 
my schools in Sandwell in a bid to 
arrest plummeting standards. 

Academies are run independently 
of local authorities but Sandwell 
Council said it had a responsibility 
to ensure children in the borough 
were receiving a good education. 

It said it would ‘consider the 
mechanisms it could use’ at acad¬ 


emies which had fallen below ex¬ 
pected levels and that it would take 
a ‘robust approach’ to challenging 
their performance. Action is most 
urgently needed at Ace Academy in 
Tipton and Wodensborough Acad¬ 
emy in Wednesbury, the council 
said, following a significant drop in 
GCSE results. 

Concerns have also been raised 
about seven other academies. It 


said Bristnall Hall Academy, Old¬ 
bury Academy and Mesty Croft Pri¬ 
mary Academy had all fallen below 
a good Ofsted rating since making 
the change. 

RSA Academy, Ormiston 
Sandwell Community Academy and 
Forge Academy are all rated as re¬ 
quires improvement by Ofsted and 
there has been a three-year decline 
in GCSE exam performance at both 


Sandwell Academy and Wood Green 
Academy. The council’s children’s 
chief Simon Hackett said his prior¬ 
ity was focusing on young people in 
Sandwell, not worrying about what 
the authority can and can’t do. 

Education chiefs have decided to 
act at a time when Sandwell sec¬ 
ondary schools are the worst per¬ 
forming in the Black Country and 
Staffordshire. 


Shock at attacks on 
ambulance personnel 


A EURO MP and Dudley councillor has spo¬ 
ken of his shock at the verbal and physical 
abuse being endured by ambulance person¬ 
nel. 

He is calling for more respect to be shown to med¬ 
ical staff following ‘unacceptable’ numbers of as¬ 
saults on emergency workers, revealed by figures. 

Between June 1, 2014, and December 31, 2014, 46 front- 
line staff were physically as¬ 
saulted in Birmingham, 31 
in the Black Country, 14 in 
Coventry and Warwickshire, 
15 in Staffordshire and 13 in 
West Mercia. 

The figures also reveal, 
for the same period, that 
48 frontline staff were ver¬ 
bally abused in Birmingham 
while 61 suffered the same 
abuse in the Black Country, 
21 in Coventry and War¬ 
wickshire, 40 in Stafford¬ 
shire and 39 in West Mercia. 


Candidate's 
call to pass 
on savings 

BUS companies should cut 
their prices as fuel drops to 
around £1 a litre, a Labour 
campaigner says. 

Stephanie Peacock, who 
is contesting the Halesowen 
and Rowley Regis seat in the 
General Election, said pub¬ 
lic transport should pass on 
the savings to the travelling 
public. 

It comes after bus com¬ 
pany National Express West 
Midlands put the price of a 
single adult fare up lOp to 
£2.20. 

Miss Peacock said: “The 
international economic sit¬ 
uation has lead to the larg¬ 
est decrease in fuel prices in 
our history. The petrol com¬ 
panies are finally beginning 
to get the message that car 
owners expect them to pass 
on savings at the pump but 
bus and train firms are not 
yet responding. 

“Fuel prices represent a 
big proportion of a bus com¬ 
pany’s expenditure. Right 
now they are looking at a 
massive unexpected bonus 
in their bottom line figures. 

“Yet thousands of Black 
Country residents are still 
struggling with transport 
costs. I am writing to the 
chief executives of the major 
transport companies to de¬ 
mand that they play their 
part in dealing with the cost 
of living crisis.” 


Angels 

West Midlands MEP 
Councillor Bill Etheridge 
said: “Ambulance staff, 
and indeed all emergency 
services’ staff, are angels of 
mercy who rescue and care 
for members of the public. 
They save lives. 

“Our emergency services 
are vital to all of us and we 
can be immensely proud of 
what a tremendous job they 
do under tremendous pres¬ 
sure. 

“These figures are shock¬ 
ing and I call of members of 
the public to respect those 
working in the emergency 
services. 

“Anyone found to verbally 
of physically abuse frontline 
emergency services staff 
should be dealt with firmly 
by the law.” 

Figures released by West 
Midlands police show that 
in the force’s area, between 
January 1, 2011, and Octo¬ 
ber 31, 2014, 165 paramed¬ 
ics or ambulance workers 
were assaulted while per¬ 
forming their duties. 


Phoenix pub rises from ashes 



Owner Lisa Snookes at the newly refurbished Phoenix pub in Martley Road, Oldbury 


A PUB has risen from the ashes and is hop¬ 
ing to attract new customers after a major 
revamp which has involved the refurbish¬ 
ment of all the rooms and bar area, as well 
as the introduction of a new menu. 

Landlady Lisa Snookes bought the Phoe¬ 
nix pub in Martley Road, Oldbury in March, 
the day after it closed down, because she 
had been a regular and felt the business 
could be a success if it was refurbished. She 
said it had become rundown and decided to 
renovate it with a new bar and toilets. 


The pub also started serving food, with a 
carvery menu on a Sunday. 

“It has been totally refurbished. The only 
thing I did not do was knock the building 
down. We took everything out of it and re¬ 
placed it. Everything in it is brand new, in¬ 
cluding the toilets and a log burn fire, while 
there is also disabled access, with a ramp 
for wheelchair users,” Miss Snookes said. 

Miss Snookes - who has worked in pubs 
since she was 18 - runs the pub, which reo¬ 
pened in July, on her own. 


Labour MP 
vow on 
‘bedroom 
tax’ axe 

LABOUR’S shadow work 
and pension’s secretary told 
carers of disabled people 
that abolishing the so-called 
‘bedroom tax’ would be her 
first job if the party wins the 
General Election. 

Leeds West MP Rachel 
Reeves was making her 
second visit to Dudley in 
as many weeks. She went 
knocking doors with the 
party’s candidate in Dudley 
South, Natasha Mill ward, 
and said scrapping the cut 
in housing benefit for peo¬ 
ple in council or social hous¬ 
ing with one or more spare 
rooms was the top priority. 

Miss Reeves said: “I heard 
some terrible stories from 
people who are having to 
pay more because of this. 
It is saving nothing like 
what the Government said 
it would. There are couples 
who for medical reasons are 
having to sleep in separate 
rooms but are treated as 
having a spare bedroom.” 

The move aims to 
convince people to move to 
smaller properties to free 
larger homes. Miss Reeves 
added: “There simply aren’t 
the homes available for peo¬ 
ple to move to. What we 
need to see is 200,000 new 
homes a year built to in¬ 
clude affordable and social 
housing. That’s how we get 
waiting lists down.” 

Takeaway bid 
for hair salon 

A HAIR salon in an area 
blighted by empty shops 
is set to become a Chinese 
takeaway. 

Plans have been drawn up 
for the Sensations salon on 
Windmill Hill, Colley Gate, 
part of a row of the shops 
that has been hit by a series 
of closures in recent years. 

The application states: 
“There are several other 
units within this local cen¬ 
tre which have been avail¬ 
able for let or for sale for 
some considerable time, and 
these disused units have a 
detrimental impact on the 
viability and amenity of the 
centre.” 


College open day 

AN open day is being held 
at Halesowen College on 
Saturday. 

Visitors will be able to 
look around the facilities 
at the site in Whittingham 
Road between 10am and 
2pm, including the college’s 
new University Centre, part 
of its £20 million upgrade. 



WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take 
away old carpets 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 

Plus free fitting on selected ranges. 


80/20 

Wool Twists 
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£8.99 sq yd 
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I Divan r 
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Single from £96 
Double from £160 

r \ nine UP 



DISABLED? OAP? CAN'T GET OUT? 

or anyone who just needs extra help! 

Can't come to us, we’ll come to YOU 

We will bring 100s of carpet samples 
and bed brochures to your door 


Quality Double 
Memory 
Foam bed 

RRP Was £899 

£299 



Wiltons 
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£8.99s q 
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many instore items! 

We wili beat your BIG Superstores 




Click on-Hne for many great prices - www.ablecarpets.co.uk 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 


Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 
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■pppkr OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 

FREEPHONE 

0800 0853747 


• HALESOWEN • HASBURY 

• CRADLEY • HAYLEY GREEN 

• OLDHILL • ROWLEY REGIS 

• BLACKHEATH • OLDBURY 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 880541 



Terms & conditions apply 


Rydale 

celebrate their 
30th anniversary 

this week turn to 
page 19 to find out 
more about the 
company, and how 
it has built up an 
excellent reputation. 


Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet 1QR1 1 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 




































































Fear that 
taxi move 
would hit 
business 

A TAXI drivers’ group fear 
their business will be hit if 
councillors bring in a ban 
on booking agents operating 
outside town centre venues. 

Some private hire taxi 
firms in Dudley have been 
employing the agents, who 
stand outside pubs and 
clubs. 

But police say the prac¬ 
tice cannot continue and 
rivalry between two firms 
has sparked a criminal in¬ 
vestigation. 

The agents are not al¬ 
lowed to ‘tout’ for business 
by approaching potential 
customers, the customers 
must approach them. But 
other firms and some hack¬ 
ney carriage drivers claim 
the move puts them at a dis¬ 
advantage and have urged 
Dudley Council to intervene. 

At last week’s taxi com¬ 
mittee council officers ta¬ 
bled options to ban the 
practice in Dudley town 
centre or right across the 
borough. 

Dudley Private Hire and 
Taxi Association chairman 
Shaz Saleem urged the 
committee to think again. 
He said: “Businesses are 
struggling out there. They 
are thinking of new initia¬ 
tives to take their business 
forward. This is one of these 
initiatives.” 

The committee voted to 
defer their decision. 

Drink-drive 
figures drop 

THE number of drink-driv¬ 
ers caught by West Mid¬ 
lands Police over Christmas 
was down by more than a 
third on the previous year. 

Only 11 per cent of the 
more than 2,000 motorists 
breathalysed throughout 
December were over the 
legal alcohol limit. 

The figures relate to the 
initial test drivers take after 
being stopped. A total of 
2,080 people were checked 
by officers and 225 of those 
— 77 had been involved in 
an accident — provided a 
positive result on first test 
or failed to provide a sample, 
138 less than a year before. 


Huge graffiti bill 

SANDWELL Council has 
shelled out £200,000 of 
taxpayers’ money ridding 
the area of graffiti over the 
past two years, it has been 
revealed. 

Deputy council leader 
Councillor Steve Eling said 
he would rather the cash 
was put to better use. 


All we ever wanted was to start a family 



Heartbroken — Kate and Steve Edwards 


WHAT Kate and Steve Edwards want more 
than anything in the world is to start a fam¬ 
ily together but a postcode lottery on fertili¬ 
ty treatment is preventing them. 

The couple, both aged 35, say they have 
been blocked from seeking further help 
through in vitro fertilisation (IVF) treat¬ 
ment due to the policy of one Black Country 
health body. While clinical commissioning 
groups (CCGs) across Sandwell, Walsall, 
Wolverhampton, Birmingham and Solihull 
have come together to create a single as¬ 
sisted conception policy which includes the 
funding of IVF, Dudley CCG has not signed 
up to this joint policy. 


Mrs Edwards grew up in Dudley and her 
husband Steven moved to the town from 
Wolverhampton when they set up home. 

Mrs Edwards said: “It is ironic that if I 
had moved to where my husband is from 
then we wouldn’t have faced this problem.” 

Mrs Edwards suffered two miscarriages 
and subsequent use of fertility drugs has 
proved unsuccessful. 

Dudley CCG states if couples have been 
infertile for a minimum of three years they 
can apply for one course of IVF funding. 
But if a couple miscarries they deem that 
they can conceive naturally and therefore 
reset the three-year time limit. 


“It has left me heartbroken as we’ve been 
through so much,” said Mrs Edwards, who 
lives in Lower Gornal and works in market¬ 
ing. The couple wed at Himley Hall in 2009. 

Around 100 applications for IVF funding 
are received by Dudley CCG each year. Of 
these, around half are approved. Officials 
said they are aware different CCGs apply 
their own criteria for deciding on funding 
saying some do not fund IVF at all. 

In a statement the trust said: “We want 
to ensure that funding is not used for un¬ 
necessary treatment. We believe that suf¬ 
ficient time should be allowed for natural 
conception to occur. 


Jury told that Cynthia was 
murdered with a saucepan 



Widow Cynthia Beamond, 80, was found dead in the garage of her home Leo Barnes, aged 33, denies two counts of murder 


By Dominic Bareham 


A GRANDMOTHER’S battered 
body was found at her home af¬ 
ter concerns were raised when 
she failed to return calls and her 
curtains were closed, a court 
heard. 

The family of 80-year-old widow 
Cynthia Beamond had been unable to 
contact her by phone so sent one of her 
neighbours in Juliet Road, Halesowen, 
to try to summon her but there was no 
sign of the pensioner, a jury was told. 
Her body was later found in the garage 
of her home. 

Stephen Linehan QC, prosecuting, read a 
statement from Beverley Hadley, Mrs Bea- 
mond’s daughter, at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court in which she said the neighbour had 
found the curtains drawn, but they knew 
her mother never pulled them together. 

She said: “My neighbour called the police 
to report mum missing because it was so 
out of character for her not to be at home 
and not to answer her calls and texts. 

“She also told me all the curtains and 
blinds were pulled in the house, but mum 
can’t reach the blinds in the kitchen and 
never closed the dining room curtains.” 

Leo Barnes, aged 33, of Runcorn Road, 
Balsall Heath, Birmingham, is accused of 
killing Mrs Beamond with a saucepan at 
her home on June 27, before allegedly mur¬ 
dering 67-year-old Philip Silverstone with 
a carjack at his home in Belsize Park, Lon¬ 
don, the next day. 

Visited 

Mrs Hadley revealed her mother had 
been friendly with Barnes’ mother Susan, 
who used to live near her many years ago. 
Barnes’ mother died when he was a child 
and he went to live with his grandparents. 
He remained familiar to Mrs Beamond and 
visited her when aged in his 20s. 

On the morning of June 27, the day of her 
alleged murder, Barnes had been driving 
a hired Volkswagen Golf in the area. Mrs 
Beamond was last seen talking to a door¬ 
step salesman in the morning by a neigh¬ 
bour. She had been due to visit a friend 
afterwards but did not arrive or answer her 
phone. 


Mr Linehan said: “The reason Mrs Bea¬ 
mond didn’t go to her friend’s home that 
day and the reason that she didn’t answer 
her phone was shortly after that salesman 
left that front door, this man attacked her 
and killed her in her own home.” 

He said afterwards Barnes had closed the 
curtains in every room in a bid to clean up 
what he had done and search the property 
for anything valuable he could steal. 

The court heard that he had driven away 
in the pensioner’s Vauxhall Astra because 
he intended to sell it and left it nearby so 
that he could go back for it later. He had 
recruited someone to pick up the car before 
asking her to help him put it up for sale via 
website Gumtree. 

He also allegedly stole Mrs Beamond’s 
television, sat nav and jewellery which he 
sold to pawnbrokers. 


Mrs Beamond’s handbag was found dis¬ 
carded in a bin. 

The court heard evidence from pathol¬ 
ogist Dr Nicholas Hunt, who revealed the 
severity of Mrs Beamond’s injuries. These 
included fractures to the base of the skull, 
the left cheekbone, temple and the top of 
the head. 

Dr Hunt said she had died as a result of 
the multiple head injuries, which appeared 
to have been caused by a ‘blunt object’, 
claimed to be a saucepan. 

He added it was possible Mrs Beamond 
could have survived for 35 minutes after 
the injuries were inflicted, though she was 
likely to have been unconscious. 

On June 28, automatic number plate rec¬ 
ognition cameras pictured Barnes while he 
was driving to Belsize Park, London. There 
he visited Mr Silverstone who lived in a flat 


with his 86-year-old wife who suffered se¬ 
vere dementia. Barnes had lived next door 
to the couple in the past. 

Mr Linehan said Barnes attacked Mr Sil¬ 
verstone, who bled to death after being left 
with multiple wounds and lacerations. 

Barnes refused to answer any questions 
but told police that he went to see Mr Sil¬ 
verstone to buy DVDs and alleged his wife 
had attacked him. 

Catherine King, a forensic scientist with 
the Met Police who investigated Mr Silver- 
stone’s death, said she had found Barnes’ 
fingerprint in a blood stain on the inside 
wall of his home. Other blood stains around 
the home contained Mr Silverstone’s DNA. 

Barnes denies two counts of murder, 
claiming that someone else carried out the 
killings. 

The trial continues. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Musical duo aim 
for more success 

TWO musicians repre¬ 
senting the Black Country 
have made it to the finals 
of the national Open Mic 
competition. 

Brett Huckfield, aged 
46, of Oldbury, and Marie 
Timmins, 37, from Pen- 
snett, won both the area 
and regional heats of the 
competition and aiming to 
win the final at the NEC on 
Saturday. 

The pair, who have been 
performing professionally 
together for 12 months, 
said they feel the Black 
Country is under-repre¬ 
sented on the national 
stage and want to change 
that. 

Kitchens revamp 
across boroughs 

A £1.4 milli on project to re¬ 
furbish homes across Dud¬ 
ley and Sandwell has been 
completed 

Outdated kitchens at 
500 properties have been 
replaced by Wates Living 
Space and the Black Coun¬ 
try Housing Group. 

Work on the revamp pro¬ 
gramme has been carried 
out during the past five 
years. Jackie O’Callaghan, 
head of property services 
at Black Country Housing 
Group, said: “We have an 
ongoing programme of im¬ 
provements.” 

Jobs fair at army 
reserve centre 

A BLACK Country Jobs 
and Careers Fair is be¬ 
ing held in Dudley today 
(Thursday). 

The event, which will 
feature up to 25 local and 
national employers, is tak¬ 
ing place in Dudley Army 
Reserve Centre in Vicar 
Street from 10am to 3pm. 

There will also be Armed 
Forces recruiters taking 
part. 

To find out more call 
(01384) 230166. 

Drama double bill 
at the Glasshouse 

EVA McIntyre of Green- 
blade Theatre will perform 
Mind Your Head and Peri¬ 
cles Theatre stage Woman 
on February 6 in a double 
bill of drama at Amblecote. 

The performances from 
7.30pm explore the impact 
of religion and the lives of 
heroic women. They are at 
Glasshouse Arts Centre in 
Wollaston Road. For tick¬ 
ets call (01384) 399430. 

New council chief 

THE new chief executive of 
Dudley Council has begun 
work after taking over the 
£165,000 a year role. Sarah 
Norman, 52, replaces John 
Polychonakis who stepped 
down after almost 40 years 
in local government. 
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GasOn Snares Ltd 


The Halesowen 
Cooker & Fire Centre 

Tel:0121 585 7799 
www.gasonspares.co.uk 

We have good stocks of Range & 50cm/60cm Gas 
& Electric cookers, As well as Gas/Electric Fires. 
We Also supply all Genuine Manufacture spares - 
Most being stocked 

248 Hagley Road, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 4QQ 



Is your kitchen, bathroom 
or bedroom in need of a 
Quality Makeover, 
if so look no further than 
page 18 , you won’t be 
disappointed! 



OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 



Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 



Telephone: 01384 345400 
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THE BEST OF * - 
PETERRHODES^^ 

CARE to guess what happened when an American 
man surprised his wife with breakfast in bed, accidentally 
setting off the burglar alarm at their North Carolina home? 
No prizes. Tiffany Segule, 27, shot him through the closed 
bedroom door. Thankfully, he was not seriously hurt. So 
that’s Eggs American-style. Sunny side up with extra 
lead. 

THIS week University College London claimed that by 
the year 2050 cancer will rarely kill anyone under 80. All 
I can add is that in 45 years in journalism I cannot remem¬ 
ber a time when a cure for cancer was not just around the 
corner. 

SORRY, folks, but after much consideration, Je ne suis 
pas Charlie. I will march against terrorism. I will march in 
sorrow and solidarity with the bereaved. I will march in 
rage and despair at the premeditated slaughter of fellow 
journalists. But I will not march to defend the absolute 
right to freedom of expression. There is no such right, and 
nor should there be. 

AS the death of Sir Jack Hayward was announced, 

Julia Bradbury was exploring Brunei’s magnificent Victo¬ 
rian steam ship SS Great Britain in The Wonder of Britain 
(ITV). Pity she didn’t explain why the ship is displayed in 
glory in Bristol rather than rotting away in the Falkland 
Islands, as it was for many sorry years. SS Great Britain 
was saved solely because in 1970 Sir Jack personally 
paid £150,000 for the hulk to be towed 8,000 miles back 
to Bristol. Didn’t that deserve just a little mention? 

DIDN’T Tony Blair look old, ragged and in need of a 
decent night’s sleep during his appearance before a 
Common committee? Maybe he’s worried about the 
soon-to-be-published Chilcot inquiry (11 bloody years 
after the event) into the 2003 invasion of Iraq. Don’t you 
hope so? 

MEANWHILE, Fiona Bruce breathlessly assures us on 
BBC News that France’s decision to put 15,000 squad¬ 
dies on the streets is “the biggest ever deployment of 
troops in France.” Does nobody do history any more? 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Homeless families 
sent to Black Country 


LONDON is sending its homeless families to 
the Black Country, as it costs too much to 
find them housing in the capital. 

Wandsworth Council has been condemned by Sandwell 
Council leader Darren Cooper for treating people Tike 
cattle’ and moving them around the country to cut costs. 
There are 17 displaced families from London living in 
Sandwell. They have been sent from such London boroughs 
as Brent, Newham and Hammersmith and Fulham. 


There are also con¬ 
cerns it will further add 
to Sandwell’s £1.6 million 
‘black hole’ after a judge 
threw out a residency test 
it was using to stop anyone 
who had not lived in the 
borough for two years from 
getting help with their coun¬ 
cil tax. 

Emergency 

Wandsworth Council is 
spending £5m buying prop¬ 
erties for the homeless in 
less expensive areas of outer 
London. It has now pumped 
another £1.25m of emer¬ 
gency cash into this and set 
up a second £5m fund for 
temporary accommodation 
inside and outside its bor¬ 
ough. 

It is sending people to 19 
properties elsewhere in the 
country including one fam¬ 
ily sent to West Bromwich 
and others to Birmingham, 
Portsmouth, Leicester and 
High Wycombe. 

Councillor Cooper said: 
“They are treating people 
like cattle. It is completely 


By Daniel Wainwright 

wrong. This vindicates what 
we were trying to do with 
our residency test. 

“We have to be able to 
support the people who are 
already here. We can’t have 
more being dumped from 
other areas when it is their 
own councils that should be 
supporting them.” 

West Bromwich East MP 
Tom Watson said: “The 
Government says that their 
‘benefit cap’ is driving down 
the social security security 
bill. 

“It might be in rich Lon¬ 
don boroughs but the op¬ 
posite is true in the West 
Midlands. 

“They are driving out the 
poor from inner London and 
forcing them into boroughs 
like Sandwell. 

“It’s not fair on the poor 
people they drive out and 
it’s certainly not fair on 
local people in West Brom¬ 
wich and beyond.” 


Love is in the air at Himley Hall 



Laura Eagles and Adam Davies planning their big day 


COUPLES planning to tie 
the knot got the chance to 
tour historic Himley Hall, 
which holds civil wedding 
and partnership ceremo¬ 
nies. 

They saw the venue’s 
refurbished art-deco style 
North Wing, which once 
housed the Earl of Dudley’s 
swimming pool and cinema. 
Wedding co-ordinators and 
catering team were on hand 
to answer questions. 

Registrars from the Staf¬ 
fordshire Registration Ser¬ 
vice also guided couples 
through the civil ceremony 
process during the open 
day on Sunday, attended by 
around 100 couples. 

Question 

Among them were Laura 
Eagles, from West Brom¬ 
wich, and Adam Davies, of 
Stallings Lane, Kingswin- 
ford. Mr Davies, 22, a Dud¬ 
ley Council worker, popped 
the question on Christmas 
Day. 

The couple have now 
started planning for their 
big day to be held in 2017. 
Mr Davies and Miss Eagles, 
a retail supervisor from 
Great Bridge, have been to¬ 
gether for five years. 


weather 
watch so 
residents 
prepare 

A WEBSITE has been 
launched by a council to 
give residents updates on 
gritting routes, bin collec¬ 
tions and other services that 
could be hit by bad weather. 

Dudley Council’s Weather 
Watch page includes gritting 
runs and routes and grit bin 
locations, along with school 
closures, bin collections and 
advice on keeping warm 
during the winter. 

Residents will be able to 
get the latest updates via 
the council’s e-bulletin and 
also social media sites Twit¬ 
ter and Facebook. 

Council leader Pete Lowe 
said: “As part of our pledge 
to be community council we 
are keeping people informed 
and up to date is an essen¬ 
tial part of our work during 
the winter. 

Plan 

“The more information 
people have on things like 
roads and gritting, the 
better they can plan their 
journeys over the winter 
period.” 

The gritting team, based 
at the Lister Road depot, 
will cover almost 300 miles 
of roads and has stockpiles 
of some 6,500 tonnes of salt. 

Last winter Dudley grit- 
ters went out 34 times, 
using a total of 2,000 tonnes 
of grit. 

The council’s weather 
watch page can be found 
at the www.dudley.gov.uk 
website. 




MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 




If not, buying a New Bed from 


* 

HrPNOS 


SAjmbedanq 


fea&fcrvt 


Find us at: 

Mill Street, Brierley Hill 
01384 74166 


LARGE FREE CAR PARK AT 
REAR OF STORE 
Little Cottage Street, DY51RG 


OPEN 

Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm 
Sat 9am-5.30pm Sun 11am-4.30pm 


Supporters of Mary 
Stevens Hospice 



3 FLOORS OF 
FAMOUS NAMES 
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PM points 
to jobs in 
the Black 
Country 

PRIME Minister David 
Cameron has said falling 
unemployment rates under 
his Government are evident 
in the Black Country. 

Mr Cameron said the re¬ 
covery was ‘gathering pace’ 
and that more young people 
were being given the chance 
of a ‘better future’. 

The PM was speaking in 
the House of Commons after 
Tory MP for Halesowen and 
Rowley Regis James Morris 
asked him if we would con¬ 
gratulate young people in 
the area who had managed 
to secure work. 

Mr Cameron said: “In his 
constituency, nearly 4,000 
people have begun an ap¬ 
prenticeship since 2010 and 
the claimant count there is 
down 42 per cent since the 
election. 

Recovery 

“The long-term youth 
claimant count—that 
should be of the greatest 
concern to us, because that 
is young people on unem¬ 
ployment benefit month 
after month—is down by 
58 per cent in the last year 
alone. 

“This recovery is gath¬ 
ering pace and is providing 
jobs for people, and each one 
of those jobs is the chance 
for them to provide a better 
future for their families. 

“But we must stick to the 
plan and a key part of the 
plan is getting the deficit 
down.” 


£5m complex is planned 
to replace 1960s care home 


A FORMER care home will be demolished 
and replaced with a £5 million complex for 
older people, creating 42 jobs, under newly 
submitted plans. 

Shenstone Care Home in Kent Road in Halesowen 
was closed by Dudley Council three years ago be¬ 
cause it was considered not fit for purpose. 

All 31 residents were moved and 51 staff members rede¬ 


ployed within the council’s 
care service. 

Now, Black Country 
Housing Group has unveiled 
plans to demolish the 1960s 
44-bed building and build 
a three-storey 66-bed care 
home. This would include 
a number of rooms adapted 
for people living with de¬ 
mentia and six bungalows 
for independent living. 

Robyn Webster, spokes¬ 
man for Black Country 
Housing Group, said: “Dud¬ 
ley Council has expressed 
that there is a need for 
high-quality dementia care 
in the borough 

Sheltered 

“Black Country Housing 
Group has a strong record 
of delivering these services 
in Dudley and operates six 
sheltered schemes. 

“It also manages the sup¬ 
ported living services for 
people with learning disabil¬ 
ities to a very high standard. 

“It is now committed to 
increasing care provision in 
the borough by developing 


By Alex Ross 


the Shenstone scheme. Al¬ 
though the Shenstone site 
includes a 44-bed care home, 
this has not been in use for a 
number of years. 

“Black Country Housing 
Group is proposing to de¬ 
molish the existing build¬ 
ing and build a new 66-bed 
state-of-the-art facility 
which will replace the cur¬ 
rent structure.” 

The bungalows will be 
for people aged over 55 and 
will be a mix of two and 
three-bedroom homes. The 
care home will have a 24- 
hour surveillance team. 

It will create 42 jobs, in¬ 
cluding 22 care workers. 

Halesowen ward Council¬ 
lor Alan Taylor said: “This 
will regenerate the area.” 

New Bradley Hall in 
Kingswinford is the only 
care home still in the hands 
of Dudley Council,but is in 
the process of being trans¬ 
ferred to Black Country 
Housing Group. 


Funeral date for saviour of Wolves 



Wolves fans held cards up to spell out their respect for Sir Jack Hayward at Molineux on Saturday 


THOUSANDS of fans put their 
‘thumbs up’ for Sir Jack Hayward as 
they paid tribute to the former Wolves 
owner at a packed Molineux. 

Chants of ‘he’s one of our own’ ech¬ 
oed around the ground. 

Before kick-off, the crowd of 28,132 
were on their feet for a minute’s ap¬ 
plause which finished with 200 gold 
and black balloons along with 91 
Union flag balloons being released. 

While fans in the Steve Bull stand 
helped to create a mosaic spelling out 


Sir Jack as they held up gold and black 
cards. 

Sir Jack’s son Jonathan, long-time 
companion Patti Bloom and friend 
Rachael Heyhoe Flint were joined on 
the pitch for the emotional tribute by 
Wolves owner Steve Morgan and chief 
executive Jez Moxey as well as a host 
of former managers and players in¬ 
cluding Ron Flowers, Steve Bull and 
Jody Craddock. 

Both captains, Wolves’ Danny Batth 
and Blackpool’s Tony McMahon, car¬ 


ried out wreaths which were placed 
behind each goal. 

Eight thousand copies of a special 
100-page match day programme were 
quickly snapped up before 3pm. 

The club will be doing another print 
run to ensure fans who missed out on 
Saturday will get the chance to buy a 
copy. 

Sir Jack’s funeral will take place on 
February 3 at St Peter’s Collegiate 
Church in Wolverhampton. Sir Jack 
died in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


New venue in city 
for stage company 

BIRMINGHAM Stage 
Company is to move to a 
new home in the city. 

Performers have taken 
their final bow at The Old 
Rep, where it has been the 
resident professional com¬ 
pany since 1992, and be 
moving a short distance to 
The New Alexandra Thea¬ 
tre. 

Manager Neal Foster 
said the company had 
grown out of The Old Rep 
and needed more space for 
its shows. 

“It has become obvious 
that we need a bigger stage 
for our shows but we have 
been reluctant to leave the 
Old Rep in case it jeopard¬ 
ised the venue’s situation. 

“Now the theatre is in 
the wonderfully safe hands 
of Birmingham Ormiston 
Academy, we can leave the 
building knowing it has a 
bright future ahead of it.” 

Ready for Action 
Heart five mile run 

HUNDREDS of runners 
are expected to take part in 
the 25th anniversary of an 
annual five-mile run start¬ 
ing at a Dudley hospital. 

The Action Heart event 
begins at Russells Hall in 
Dudley on February 22 at 
9.30am. 

Money raised goes to 
the Action Heart charity, 
which is based at the hos¬ 
pital. Each year around 
500 people take part in 
the event, which is open to 
runners of all abilities. 

Entries cost between 
£11 and £13 and must be 
booked. 

Visit www.actionheart 
running.com for details. 


ADVERTISEMENT 



Our solutions are right 




Infectious laughter, happy moments and “me” time 
meet Denture Clinic implant patients John and Gillian. 
Both were prescribed implant retained over-dentures 


here on your doorstep 


Solutions 
at a glance 


Traditional dentures 


“We don’t just prescribe dentures, we 
transform looks, recover lost smiles and often 
play a part in transforming lives,” says founder 
and principal of the Denture Clinic. 

By any measure, it’s a big statement, but his 
practice is well placed to make such claims with 
some 3,500 patients on the books and an ever¬ 
growing portfolio of happy clinical outcomes. 

The clinic’s prosthetics, prescribed and crafted 
on premises at his multi-disciplined dental 
practice in Dudley have found satisfied patients 
from as far away as Spain and Portugal. 

Others wishing to resolve long-term denture 
issues have travelled from Dorset, the Isle of 
Anglesey, the Isle of Skye and London. 

Over the last decade the Denture Clinic, based 
in North Street, has encountered some heart¬ 
rending accounts of how ill-fitting teeth have 
dislocated lives “but thankfully it has never failed 
to deliver a successful clinical solution,” says 
principal Steven Burchell DipCDT RCS(Eng) GDC 
108353. 

“Prosthetics have been the butt of every 


comedian’s joke, but things are changing. There’s 
no reason for anyone to put up with uncomfortable 
and unsightly dentures any more and talking 
about them is getting easier. 

“It wasn’t that long ago that an amalgamation 
between glamour and dentures was unheard of, 
but these unlikely descriptive bedfellows are now 
increasingly being fused together at our clinics 
in Dudley, Wolverhampton, Kidderminster and 
Dorridge,” adds Steven. 

Youthful, engaging smile 

Evangelical about what new-generation 
denture prescriptions can achieve, Steven 
adds: “Dentures have traditionally never been 
associated with cosmetic makeovers, but our 
high-quality prosthetics have quite literally taken 
years off some of our patients, reshaping sunken 
cheeks and pinched lips.” 

The palette of solutions to deliver a more 
youthful, engaging smile has never been so great, 
with traditional, handmade-on-the-premises 


prosthetics; suction diaphragm dentures; and 
implant-retained over-dentures. 

“We have often been privileged to transform 
looks - and lives - providing teeth that not only 
are aesthetically pleasing and hugely functional, 
but successfully support facial structures just like 
real teeth. 

“Can dentures ever be glamorous? Emphatically, 
yes,” he says. 

Strident advances in technology, improved 
materials and revised clinical procedures are all 
helping to “drive the denture revolution forward 
and it’s easy to add a real sense of natural-looking 
glamour to a clinical outcomes,” he says. 

By far the most sustainable and predictable 
results are found in implant-retained over¬ 
dentures, where permanently fixed implanted 
‘studs’ in the jaw secure the prosthetic. 

“For- those with the right bone density, over¬ 
dentures guarantee stability,” adds Steven. 

Implants, however, are not suitable for all and 
a cutting-edge suction valve device that holds 
prosthetics in position is another popular option. 


With the Ultra Suction system a clever diaphragm 
principle, triggered by bite pressure on patients’ 
gums, creates a ‘sucking’ vacuum between the 
soft-tissue mouth lining and the prosthetic. 

“The device can be mounted on upper or lower 
teeth and because of its efficiency allows us to 
consider a reduction in the size of the acrylic 
‘plate’ which can result in improved speech and 
taste. 

Fastidious about quality 

“For the right patient it can deliver excellent 
denture retainer qualities without the invasive 
procedures required for implant work, he adds.” 

Quality, handcrafted traditional dentures remain 
hugely popular. ”Our on-premises manufacturing 
allows us to be fastidious about quality. We use 
only the best of materials and we have mature, 
skilled team of technicians that supports us. 

“The possibilities with good looking, functional 
prosthetics still continue to surprise us,” says 
Steven. 




For appointments at all clinics call The Denture Clinic 

5 North Street, Dudley, 
West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


0800 0285185 




Offroad 

Parking 


Wheelchair 

Friendly 


Other clinics located at: 

Wolverhampton, Kidderminster and Solihull 

www.denture-clinic.co.uk email: info@denture-clinic.co.uk 
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with Mark Andrews 


A SIGN on the door to our print 
works bears the warning that 
‘ear protection must be worn 
when the presses are running’. 

Always one to comply with 
such rulings, I diligently looked 
through the window, saw that 
the presses were idle and that 
the hall was empty, apart from 
a man with a broom. Deciding 
that ear protection was not nec¬ 
essary, I ventured into the room 
where country and western mu¬ 
sic was playing. Definitely an 
earplugs day. 

□□□□□ 

LOOK, I confess I am not a 
regular bus traveller. I occasion¬ 
ally hop onto one after a night 
out in town, or on the way back 
from the garage when I drop the 
car in for a service, but there are 
plenty of people better qualified 
to comment on their merits than 
myself. 

But when I heard National Ex¬ 
press’s justification for hiking up 
its fares at a time of falling fuel 
prices, my jaw dropped. 

Normally, they blame rising 
fuel costs when they put the 
fares up, but this year, faced with 
a 20 per cent fall in the cost of 
diesel, they have had to try a dif¬ 
ferent tack. So this year the 4.8 
per cent increase is justified by 
the fact that the company is in¬ 
vesting in some shiny new bus¬ 
es to make for a more pleasant 
passenger experience. Drivers 
will also be getting some smart 
uniforms to add to the feeling of 
wellbeing. 

But really, who actually gets 
onto a bus for the enjoyment 
of it? Even in the days of the 
much-maligned Banga buses, I 
don’t suppose anybody saw one 
arrive at the bus stop and think, 
‘you know what, I’ll wait another 
20 minutes in case the next one 
has plusher upholstery?’ 

Whenever I board a bus, the 
main considerations are where it 
goes from, where it goes to, how 
long I will have to wait, and how 
quickly it will get me back. And 
yes, how much it costs. Because 
when it is £2.20 to go a couple of 
miles, and there’s a group of you, 
a taxi suddenly sounds much 
better value. 

It’s the same with the shiny 
new bus station in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. Yes, it is clean bright and 
modern, far more attractive than 
the old, cramped affair. But the 
thing about the scruffy old bus 
station was you could just turn 
up, and get a bus to just about 
anywhere you were likely to 
want to go. Now you rock up, 
fiddle about with the exciting 
new touch screen, and it tells 
you that the bus you want only 
picks up passengers from the 
other side of town. 

Yes, it is important that our 
buses are safe and reliable. No¬ 
body wants to see a fleet of old 
heaps that keep breaking down, 
but given the big fall in fuel costs, 
it is surely possible to maintain a 
safe, reliable bus service without 
resorting to an inflation-busting 
fare increase. 

A cheap, cheerful, reliable 
and convenient service is all that 
most people require. 




Private George Ball - buried at Bienvilliers 



Last wish of men 
who fell in battle 


How brave soldiers made 
sure their loved ones would 
inherit all they had, DANIEL 
WAINWRIGHT explains 

THEY are the last wishes of 
men who gave their lives in 
service to their country. 

Black Country and Staffordshire 
soldiers ensured their loved ones 
would inherit all they had after they 
fell in battle in the Great War. 

The wills of servicemen who made 
the ultimate sacrifice are simple affairs. 
Three show how each soldier bequeathed 
all they owned either to parents or a 
spouse in just one sentence. 

The wills form part of a unique UK 
archive of 278,000 digitised First World 
War documents. 

They have been preserved, scanned 
and placed online by records manage¬ 
ment company Iron Mountain and HM 
Courts & Tribunals Service as part of a 
modernisation programme and to mark 
the centenary of the start of the Great 
War. 

Valid 

The wills, which were carried around 
by soldiers at all times in a pocket book 
tucked into their uniform, represent the 
soldier’s last ever personally-written re¬ 
cord. More than one million searches for 
individual wills have already been made 
since the archive went live last year. 

The ‘informal will’ documents declare 
that ‘the enclosed document appears to 
have been written or executed by the 
person named in the margin while he 
was ‘in actual military service’ within 
the meaning of the Wills Act, 1837, and 
has been recognised by the War Depart¬ 
ment as constituting a valid will.” 

Norman Joseph Brindley was born 
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action on March 28, 1918 at the age of 
28. 

His will gives the location of his death 
as ‘France or Belgium’ but he is buried 
in Bienvilliers Military Cemetery in Pas 
de Calais, France. 

He lived with Gertrude in Littleworth 
Tileries, Hednesford. He was killed 
barely nine months after making his 
will. His simple will states: “In the event 
of my death I leave all to my wife Mrs 
George Ball,” followed by their address. 

Benjamin Coley’s will states his death 
was on July 1 1916. But instead of a lo¬ 
cation, all that is recorded for his where¬ 
abouts is ‘killed in action’. 

The 23-year-old from Aldridge Road, 
Walsall Wood, served as a Private with 
the 1st Battalion, South Staffordshire 
Regiment. 

His handwritten will states: “In the 
event of my death I give the whole of 
my property and effects to my father 
Mr Benjamin Coley, The Vigo, Walsall 
Wood, near Walsall.” 


Important 


Private George Ball left everything to his wife 

in Wolverhampton in 1898, the son of City of London Battalion, Post Office 
Henry Joseph and Mary Ann Brindley Rifles, and died on April 29 1918 aged 
(nee Neale). just 20. 

He had a brother, Herbert Henry, His will states he ‘died at France’ and 
born in 1890 but who died a few months that he left ‘the whole of my property 
later. According to the 1901 census he and effects’ to his father, 
lived with his parents at 118 Dudley Private George Ball from Hednes- 


Road in Blakenhall and the family lived 
in Cherry Street by the time of his 
death. 

Norman was a Rifleman with the 8th 


ford wanted to take care of his wife, 
Gertrude. Serving with the 2nd/5th 
Battalion, Prince of Wales’s Own (West 
Yorkshire Regiment), he was killed in 


Pte Coley was buried at Thiepval Me¬ 
morial in the Somme, France. 

Last year marked the 100th anniver¬ 
sary of the start of the First World War. 

Courts minister Shailesh Vara said: 
“It is important to remember those who 
laid down their lives for this country. By 
working with Iron Mountain to make 
this treasure trove of documents easily 
accessible online, HM Courts & Tribu¬ 
nals Service is preserving the memories 
of our fallen soldiers. 

“This will be an invaluable tool for 
historians, genealogists and anyone who 
wants to add detail to their family tree. 

“It is a great example of the Govern¬ 
ment working innovatively to provide a 
modern and efficient public service.” 

Scanned copies of wills are available 
for £10 from www.gov.uk/wills-pro- 
bate-inheritance/searching-for-pro- 
bate-records. 


WEEK IN 
POLITICS ^ 



THE words ‘long-term econom¬ 
ic plan’ are still ringing through 
the streets of the West Midlands. 
Well, maybe that’s a bit of an ex¬ 
aggeration. But they’re certainly 
reverberating around the hotel 
on the South Staffordshire and 
Cannock border where George 
Osborne addressed a group of 
pensioners this week. 

The Chancellor went table to 
table discussing his new pen¬ 
sioner bonds. Don’t worry, that’s 
not some later life version of Fifty 
Shades of Grey. Rather it’s a way 
of giving savers something to 
offset the impact of low interest 
rates, which are helping people 
with mortgages but not doing a 
fat lot for those trying to build a 
nest egg. 

The four aforementioned 
words are central to everything 
the Chancellor is campaigning 
on over the next few months. 

“Stick with me and I’ll make 
the county wealthy,” he’s effec¬ 
tively saying. Give the Treasury 
to the other lot and they’ll undo 
all the good work.” 

Explain 

It’s really going to be a ques¬ 
tion as to how worth it the var¬ 
ious upturns in the economy 
have been. If the cuts imposed 
since 2010 haven’t been worth 
it then Mr Osborne’s long-term 
economic plan is going to be¬ 
come an opposition pipe dream. 

We’re going to see him again 
before the election. He wants to 
set out a long-term economic 
plan for the Midlands as well. 

Hopefully this will explain 
what we’re actually meant to do 
with the Birmingham and Black 
Country Combined Authority 
that council leaders signed up to 
recently. 

There has been a lot of talk 
about a so-called northern pow¬ 
erhouse. And Mr Osborne is 
adamant he wants a rebalanced 
economy that does not rely as 
heavily as previously on the City 
of London. 

If the north is the powerhouse, 
the Midlands cannot just be the 
passed over middle child, a sort 
of unappetising stale jam inside 
the doughnut that would be the 
rest of England. 

We will see George Osborne 
again. It’s about time we found 
out what exactly is on the table 
in terms of devolved powers. 

No employer should be able 
to get away without paying their 
workers at least the National 
Minimum Wage. 

But I do have to wonder if a 
‘naming and shaming’ policy by 
the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills is really 
helpful. 

All the ones in the West Mid¬ 
lands on the past two lists told 
of either ‘genuine mistakes’ or 
disputes with staff over their at¬ 
tendance. 

It’s very easy to say ‘well they 
would say that’. But in one case 
a hairdresser in Walsall, with 15 
years experience, was so up¬ 
set that it’s made her wonder 
whether or not she wants to take 
on trainees again. 



Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 
wwwbettabuikdings.co.uk 




































Time to target the MPs and lords 

SEEING on TV the constant coverage of ment and Lords targets — laws can only 
hospital A&E departments not meeting be passed in the House of Commons and 
their 96 per cent target of seeing patients House of Lords when no less than 96 per 
within four hours, as set by the govern- cent of our elected Members of Parliament 
ment; surely anyone visiting an A&E de- are present in the Commons and 96 per cent 
partment recently will realise just how hard of that grand old band of unelected Lords 
working and totally committed to their task are present in the House of Lords. To help 
are our underpaid and very undervalued the House of Lords meet its target we may 
doctors and nurses. Their prime concern be wise to even suggest that 96 per cent of 
is to ensure that their patients receive the the Lords present should actually be awake 
best possible care given the difficult circum- and conscious of what is going on! 
stances they are expected to work in. G BOOTH 

Isn’t it time that we now set the Govern- Stourbridge 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


E-MAIL 

Dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

No comment on CM 
and dairy farm crisis 


Generous 

shoppers 

ONCE again the Tesco 
Store at Burnt Tree Island 
in Dudley kindly allowed 
the Rotary Club of Dudley 
to visit their store on two 
days with Father Christmas 
and his sleigh to collect for 
local charities. The club 
would like to thank all the 
people of the Dudley area 
for their generous support 
this Christmas and a total 
of £3,175 was collected. Our 
sincere thanks to all. 
PAULINE GREGORY 
President 

Rotary Club of Dudley 

Car wash 
shocker 

RE the letter from P Cole of 
Kingswinford. I have never 
written to any newspaper 
before, but am so shocked 
that in this day and age, 
ANY member of the public 
can be SO ignorant of what 
is happening to even com¬ 
ment, let alone complain, 
about the cleanliness of 
emergency vehicles is in¬ 
comprehensible ! 

Just where has P Cole 
been burying their head! 

A BETLEY 
via email 


I HEARD this week that af¬ 
ter years of procrastination 
the EU has issued a new 
ruling that will allow each 
European country to decide 
for itself whether to embark 
on GM crop growing. 

Apparently some have 
already decided - France, 
Germany, Scotland and 
Wales are against this pro¬ 
posal, whereas England is 
in favour of GM crops and 
this decision is supported by 
ever powerful DEFRA. 

This seems counter intu¬ 
itive doesn’t it in the light 
of general consensus - the 
Soil Association is definitely 
against GM crops. 

The other unfolding dis¬ 
astrous issue that is the po¬ 
sition of our dairy farmers. 

Over recent years farm¬ 
ers have been encouraged to 
produce more milk, breed¬ 


ing cows with ever more 
milk producing capacity, 
investing in expensive state- 
of-the-art computerised 
milking parlours, of course 
abiding by all EU regula¬ 
tions with financial costs. 
And where are we now? Be¬ 
cause of various factors, an 
overriding one being big su¬ 
permarkets, constantly driv¬ 
ing down the price of milk 
and therefore payments to 
farmers, now we have milk 
cheaper than bottled water! 

The Government does 
and says nothing while more 
farmers struggle and go out 
of business, some have even 
committed suicide. 

What of our long term 
sustainability? The farms 
gone are gone for good. 

A FERRIER 

Kinver 


Locumsfor 
weekend call 

DUE to an emergency on 
Saturday, January 3, my 
husband and I were in the 
A&E at Russells Hall Hos¬ 
pital. 

Ambulance and A&E staff 
were the epitome of dignity 
and consideration while 
dealing with my husband. 

There were people there 
who could have gone to their 
doctor instead but would 
have to probably have had 
to wait two weeks for an 
appointment, which in turn 
could have exacerbated 
their problem. 

So what can you do in¬ 
stead? Nothing! 

Please bring back a locum 
doctor taking it in turns 
to staff doctor surgeries at 
weekends then A&E might 
get some respite to do the 
job they are meant to do. 

I applaud them all. 

M MCPHEE 

Stourbridge 

Yes, we must 
save theatre 

OUR wonderful Dudley 
Hippodrome should be 
saved and restored to what 
it was meant to be, a live 
theatre. It would pull in the 
crowds. There is nothing in 
the world like live theatre. 

I myself appeared there 
quite a few times in my 
younger days, as a singer, 
and loved it, and yes I have 
seen some of the so-called 
theatres in the West End of 
London and they are sheds 
compared to our Hippo¬ 
drome. 

So come on give us all 
what we voted for, our fan¬ 
tastic Hippodrome. 

A WILLIAMS 

Tipton 



"A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you" Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 

"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone!! Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 

Guaranteed unbeatable on price 





Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 

07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW.HagleyKitchens.CO.Llk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 
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Hasbury Windows Ltd 


JANUARY SAIE 



DON’T BUY FROM AN YWHEREIEISEl 
UNTIOiYOUlGETmOliOTEIEBOMlUSl 


Probably the best 
windows in town! 


Inliten Front"" 
Door in White 


£490 


incl. fitting 


j 


FRONTDOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Fitted with white furniture 

• Left hand or right hand opening 

• Panel thickness: 28mm 

• Choice of 6 white panel doors 


FEATURES: 


PANEL DOOR-HARDWAREi 

• PAS'24 security testing on flag hinges 

• 3 hinges have^arrying capacity of 120kg 

• Longer lasting performance on hardware 

• Locking system - exclusive to Camden & 

, one of the most superior on the market 


Inliten Back 
Door in White 

-£450 


ind. 

fitting 


6 Flat Windows 
& 2 Doors 


From 


BACK DOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Supplied with Monaco 

half panel (top pane glazed) 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm 

• Left hand or right 
hand opening 

• White furniture/hardware 

TRADE ENQUIRES 
WELCOME 


£2999 

Indudes Fitting & VAT 

KM 


k Your local well established 
business offering top quality 
products and service 
k No payment until completion 
k Call us now for a great deal on 
your new windows and doors 
k Visit our showroom 
k Deal direct with the owner 
k If you want quality, value and 
service it ‘has to be Hasbury’! 



Sealed Units Replacement Available From £10 
‘We will beat any genuine written quote’ 


9 HALESOWEN ROAD, HALESOWEN, I JdJL-f. l SHOWR 90 Mopen: 
WEST MIDLANDS B62 9AA Sat - 10am-2pm 

0121 421 7001 / 0121 421 2104 / 01384 78796 PHON , E L , , N , E „ s 1 ,? PEN: 



It's the best 

time of year to 
fit new winnows! 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, January 22, 2015 
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FINAL 

4 DAYS! 



FURNITURE BEDS AND CARPETS 

Friday 23rd - Saturday 24th - Sunday 25th - Monday 26th 


FINAL 

4 DAYS! 


OUR BIGGEST SALE EVER MUST END MONDAY 20th JAN 

FINAL REDUCTIONS ON ALL OUR SALE STOCK WITH MANY 
‘ONE OFF’ BARGAINS THAT MUST BE CLEARED! SAVE UP TO 60% 


Superb Value Mattresses 

Single Size £29 
Double Size £59 
King Size £79 


Single Size £59 
Double Size £89 
King Size £109 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Minnesota All Reclining 
3 Str + 2 Str Leather Sofas 

One Set Only per store 

Quick Delivery Only £699 


MEGA DOOR BUSIER 

Corona Compact Table and 
4 matching Chairs 

in solid distressed Pine 


Easy Home Assembly 


£139 


Single Size £95 
Double Size £119 
King Size £169 


Luxury Pocket Mattresses 

Single Size £139 
Double Size £189 
King Size £229 


MEGA PRICE BUSTER 

A 3 Door and 3 Drawer Hi Gloss 
White Sideboard 

Fully Assembled 

ONLY £249 


MEGA PRICE RUSTER 

A Superior 2 Seater Metal Action 
Bed Settee Hardwearing Fabric 

Converts Easily 

ONLY £399 


MEGA PRICE RUSTER 

A Beautiful Glass Extending Dining 
Table and 4 white 
Upholstered Chairs 

ONLY £199 


MEGA PRICE RUSTER 

A Compact Oak Finish Gate Leg 
Drop Leaf Table 

Sturdy Construction 

ONLY £99 


MEGA PRICE RUSTER 

The Miami Chunky Oak 
2 Door Sideboard 
Fully Assembled and Ready To Go! 

ONLY £219 


MEGA PRICE RUSTER 

A High Gloss Nest of Tables in a 
Mahogany Finish 

Queen Anne Style 

ONLY £59 


MEGA PRICE BUSTER 

The Florence 3ft White Wood Bed 
Frame Sturdy Construction 
Mattress Extra 

ONLY £69 


MEGA PRICE BUSTER 

The Clarissa Super Compact 
Chaise Lounge Sofa 

4 Lovely Colours 

ONLY £599 


MEGA PRICE BUSTER 

The Colonial Solid Pine 
Bunkframes with 2 Super Value 
Sprung Interior Mattresses 

ONLY £239 


MEGA PRICE BUSTER 

The Dynasty Full Double Size 
Fabric Bedframe 
3 Colours Mattress Extra 

ONLY £99 


MEGA PRICE BUSTER 

The Quebec High Back Quality 3 
Seater Lounge Sofa 
In Heavywear Fabric Must Go 

ONLY £279 


MEGA PRICE BUSTER 

The Visco Plus Memory Foam 
Single Size Vacuum Packed 
Mattress 3 Only 

ONLY £95 


MEGA PRICE BUSTER 

The Kent Fully Assembled Double 
Size Wardrobe in a Modern Beech 
Finish 

ONLY £99 


MEGA PRICE BUSTER 

The Cardiff Single Size Storage 
bed Extra Deep Mattress with 
Slidestore Base 

ONLY £99 


MEGA PRICE BUSTER 

The Sienna Bonded leather 3 
Seater Sofa with 2 Recliner 
Actions One Only Per Store 

ONLY £399 


MEGA PRICE BUSTER 

The Newquay Extra Hi Seated 
Ortho Fireside chair 

Hardwearing Fabric 

ONLY £259 


MEGA PRICE BUSTER 

The Pocket Plush Full Double Size 
Memory Foam and Pocket Sprung 

Quality Mattress 

ONLY £199 


MEGA PRICE BUSTER 

The Fusion Ottoman Storage 
single Size Bedframe in Latest 

Leather Look Colours 

ONLY £139 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Prado double size 
frame and mattress 

£139 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Fushion double size ottoman Mf 
storage frame and mattress 

£249 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Imperial 3 door slider 
8ft 3in wide x 7ft 4in - home 
assembly, Beech finish 


x I*!* 




MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Manhattan 4 door combi 
6ft 3in x 6ft 7in high - home 
assembly, Light Ash finish 





BED PRICES SLASHED 

FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY!! j - 

The Pearl ortho double 
quality 4 drawer Divan 
Save 50% off RRP 


£179 


BED PRICES SLASHED 

FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Everest double memory 
foam/spring top quality Bed 
Save 60% off RRP 

£189 
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BED PRICES SLASHED 

FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! i 

The Majestic double 1000 
pocket sprung top quality 
Bed. Save 60% off RRP 


BED PRICES SLASHED 

FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Dreamland 3/4 size 
small Double Divan 
Save 50% off RRP 


£149 


FINAL 

4 DAYS! 


Oakfield House, Level Street, 
Brierley Hill 01384 79393 
(next to the Copthorne Hotel) 

OPEN SUNDAY 


583 Bearwood Road, Bearwood 
B66 4BH 
0121 420 2991 

OPEN SUNDAY 


837 Warwick Road, Tysley, 
Birmingham B11 2EL 
0121 707 5545 
OPEN SUNDAY 


FINAL 

4 HIS! 





















































£5m transformation of the 
Hagley Road college campus 


TOWERING glass windows and 
modern architecture — this picture 
show the new entrance to Stour¬ 
bridge College as work enters its 
final stages. 

A £5 million project is under way 
to transform the college campus, off 
Hagley Road, as part of a project to 
modernise facilities for students. 

Work to landscape the campus is 
taking place ahead of its opening to 
staff and students in March. 

Windows have been installed and 
the frame of the new reception area 
is having its finishing touches. 

The multi-million pound building 
will also house the Centre of Excel¬ 
lence for Health and Social Care and 
Early Years and other teaching and 
learning facilities. 

Construction workers are ex¬ 
pected to complete the project by the 
end of February. 


The works follow a separate £1 
million revamp of the college’s A 
Level and IT classrooms and science 
laboratories. 

Campus head Wendy Stevens said 
staff were delighted with the works 
so far to create an eye-catching new 
environment for students. 

“We’re really excited to see the 
£5m redevelopment of the main 
building on Hagley Road looking so 
spectacular,” she said. 

“Our students and staff are really 
looking forward to moving in to the 
impressive new, purpose-built facili¬ 
ties at the beginning of March.” 

The college is part of the Birming¬ 
ham Metropolitan College which is 
also linked with Kidderminster Col¬ 
lege. It has an academy in the listed 
Piano Building in Kidderminster 
town centre and an art and design 
campus in Brierley Hill. 



Pillars of learning — the modern look for the Hagley Road campus of Stourbridge College, ready in March 


Climb cash boost 
for volunteer medics 

A VOLUNTARY group which helps respond to 999 
emergencies has been given a cash boost thanks to a 
charity challenge. 

FastAid Black Country has been handed a cheque for 
£800 thanks to a group of Dudley politicians who took on 
a tough climb Britain’s highest peak 

The money is part of the £4,600 raised by the Bert 
Bissell Memorial Walk which saw group of councillors 
and Dudley North MP Ian Austin climb Britain’s high¬ 
est peak in memory of Dudley peace campaigner Bert 
Bissell. 

FastAid Black Country are Community First Respond¬ 
ers, volunteers who respond to emergency 999 calls. 
They are trained by the ambulance service to deliver 
basic life support to patients in cardiac arrest or with 
conditions such as strokes and choking. 

Mayor’s Consort Councillor Adam Aston, who also 
took part in the charity bid, said: “They are a great team 
of volunteers giving their time to help the rest of us 
and I’m really pleased we’ve been able to support their 
work.” 
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Special Pc 
is in court 
for fiddling 
expenses 


A SPECIAL police constable from Stour¬ 
bridge fiddled his expenses to claim more 
than £1,300 in three years, a court has heard. 

Mahesh Randeria claimed the extra cash by in¬ 
creasing mileages on expenses forms. 

The 51-year-old, of Teasdale Way, has been suspended 
from his role and an investigation is ongoing. 

He has worked with the force for 28 years and pleaded 


guilty to the offence at 
Birmingham Magistrates 
Court. 

During October 2010 
and November 2013 Rand¬ 
eria sometimes doubled the 
amount of miles he claimed 
to have travelled. 

Randeria, a part-time 
steward at Aston Villa, was 
once honoured as the force’s 
longest serving special con¬ 
stable. He was nicknamed 
The Heat - American slang 
for police - after appearing 
in a TV advert for energy 
supplier npower. 

Owen Beale, prosecuting, 
said: “Mr Randeria was at 
the time of this offence a 
special constable at West 
Midlands Police. 

Journey 

“A journey he said was 61 
miles, it in fact became clear 
that the journey distance 
was half that - 30 miles.” 

Sue Swan, defending, said 
Randeria had been praised 
for his excellent work and 
commended for long service. 

The fraudulent claims 
arose when he did not 
change his mileage after 
splitting from his partner 
and moving out of their 
home. 

“Mr Randeria has had 
a catalogue of really cata- 


ByTim Spiers 

strophic events in his life,” 
said Ms Swan. Randeria 
had become a carer for his 
mother and best friend, both 
of whom had been diagnosed 
with cancer, and was also 
diagnosed as having Type 2 
diabetes. 

“Mr Randeria does ac¬ 
cept his wrongdoing in this 
offence, however it appears 
to be borne out of laziness 
more than a calculated, pre¬ 
determined dishonesty on 
his part,” she added. 

“It would have involved 
getting receipts and being 
organised with those re¬ 
ceipts. He didn’t bother 
with that.” 

Magistrate Peter Pratt 
said Randeria had abused 
his position of trust. He 
added: “The degree of culpa¬ 
bility is undoubtedly deter¬ 
mined by the fact that you 
were a public servant and 
that the loss was against a 
public employer. The culpa¬ 
bility is the abuse of the de¬ 
gree of trust that was placed 
on you by your employer to 
act honourably and prop¬ 
erly.” 

Randeria will be sen¬ 
tenced at Birmingham 
Crown Court on February 4. 


New jobs as firm 
moves and expands 

A MANUFACTURER of cleaning chemicals has bought 
new premises and expanded, creating seven new jobs. 

MSH Chemical Manufacturing produces cleaning chem¬ 
icals for commercial use, supplying to businesses, hospitals 
and schools. 

The business had outgrown its existing facility on Oak 
Lane, Kingswinford, and identified a 14,000sq ft vacant 
premises on Shaw Road, Dudley, which had the space to 
accommodate its expanding manufacturing operations fol¬ 
lowing increased demand. 

It approached Lloyds Bank Commercial Banking, which 
provided a £400,000 loan to support the purchase of the 
premises using the Funding for Lending Scheme. 

Additional funding of £105,000 was granted through the 
Regional Growth Fund which supports those looking to 
purchase new assets and create economic growth and local 
employment opportunities. 


TOTFH fUPPUCS 

The BEST trade/DIY prices in town 

m 


Kitchens • Bathrooms 




Visit our showroom 
for our FREE no 
obligation 
quotation and 
design service 


• fascia/ soffits • Guttering 
• Ulaste • Water Service 


Also available in STOCK 

• Drainage • Plumbing • Windows Doors and Conservatories 

• Internal Cladding • SIIICOAS • CASTIAGS • AACIUAMGS 


Unit I. City estate. Corngreaves Road 
Cradley Heath 1364 7EP Tel: 01384 573903 


Opem 

men • fri 8am - 5pm 
Sat 8am -12 boon 
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Winter 

warm 

Worried about keeping your 
home warm this winter? 

Our winter warmth service offers 
Dudley residents free: 

• Blankets • Heaters 

• Home energy advice visits • Hot water bottles 

• Insulation • Boilers 

(criteria apply to all) 


Helping ex-military 
adapt to civvy street 



Call us now on 

01384 817086 


Dudley 

Metropolitan Borough Council m 


Winter warmth 
support 

keep warm, keep well 


Supporting the scheme are Councillor Dave Tyler, programme manager Andy Foster, Ian Austin MP and Jacky Khan 


NHS 


EX-SERVICEMEN and wom¬ 
en who are struggling to 
cope with life after the forc¬ 
es are being helped by a new 
project. 

Shoulder to Shoulder is an initiative 
which has been set up by the volun¬ 
teer charity Timebank to help those 
who find it hard to move on after the 
stress and sometimes the horrors of 
active duty. 

The Dudley-based charity says the 
programme is designed to be an infor¬ 
mal setting where they can talk about 
their problems and start to plan for 
the future. 


With the UK operation in Afghani¬ 
stan now at an end, those behind the 
scheme are aware there will be many 
former soldiers attempting to return 
to normality. 

While the initiative seeks to help 
veterans of all ages, it is young men 
that are of particular concern. 

Programme manager Andy Forster 
said: “It is a macho culture so if some¬ 
one is having panic attacks there is no 
support network and some have no 
family or friends to come back to.” 

Army life can also have other 
knock-on effects, says Mr Forster, par¬ 
ticularly concerning control of anger. 

“If someone is in a pub and some¬ 


thing is going to kick off, they are not 
able to have a proportionate response,” 
he said. “It’s the same when trying to 
get their benefits. They become the 
hidden underclass, sofa hoppers. 

“The ex-soldiers who are in prison 
tend to be there for the same reason, 
violence - particularly domestic vio¬ 
lence.” 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin said: 
“This is a really important project. 
These are people who have devoted 
their lives and taken great risks to 
serve our country and deserve our so¬ 
ciety’s full support.” 

Call 0121 236 2531 or by email 
shoulder @timebank. org.uk 


The Honda range, 

available from Nil Advance Payment 


HONDA 

The Power of Dreams 


75k 


. 


$ 
/ * 


$ 

ij 



Motability 

offers you the 
ability to enjoy 
worry-free 
motoring 


CR-V from £999 Advance Payment. 


Civic from Nil Advance Payment. 
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Breakdown 
cover and 
insurance 
included 


Civic Tourer from £499 Advance Payment. 

Jazz from Nil Advance Payment. 


• • /j BRINDLEY HONDA 

j l 124 Dudley Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3NS 

J ~ wlm J Call 0121 696 4746orvisitwww.halesowen-honda.co.uk 

Fuel consumption figures for the Honda range in mpg (1/100km): Urban Cycle 23.2 - 70.6 (12.2 - 4.0), Extra Urban 40.4 - 85.6 (7.0 - 3.3), Combined 
32.5 - 78.5 (8.7 - 3.6). C0 2 emissions 201 - 94g/km. Fuel consumption figures sourced from official EU-regulated laboratory test results, are provided 
for comparison purposes and may not reflect real-life driving experience. 

Models Shown: Jazz 1.4 i-VTEC ES Plus Manual in Milano Red Non-Metal lie. Civic 1.4 i-VTECS Manual in Milano Red Non-Metallic, Civic Tourer 1.8 i-VTEC S Manual in Milano Red Non-Metallicand CR-V 2.0 i-VTECS 
Manual 2WD in optional Passion Red Pearl. Terms and Conditions: Nil Advanced Payment offer on Jazz 1.4 i-VTEC ES Plus Manual and Civic 1.4 i-VTECS Manual, £499 Advanced Payment offer on Civic Tourer 1.8 i-VTEC 
S Manual, £999 Advanced Payment offer on CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC S Manual 2WD. All offers are correct at the time of going to print however Honda (UK) reserves the right to change this offer at anytime. Models subject 
to availability. Written details available on request. The facilities offered are for the hire of goods. The scheme is available to recipients of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance or 
War Pensioners Mobility Supplement. To qualify for this offer you must be in receipt of a minimum of 12 months allowance. Valid for applications between 1 January 2015 to 31 March 2015 to Motability Operations 
Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. Promoter is Honda Motor Europe Limited trading as Honda (UK) at Cain Road, Bracknell, Berkshire RG121HL. 


A new 
car 
every 


3 


years 


To find out how 
Motability can help 
you, talk to our 
specialist today. 

$!'$ Motability 

• ^ The leading car scheme for disabled people 











Merry Hill’s BIGGEST Furniture Sale! 


11 


The William & Sons Winter Sale must end soon! This weekend we’ve got some 
extra special deals in our Signature Collection of upholstered sofas, chairs & corner 
groups. There's also huge sale reductions off all other items throughout our 35,000 sq. ft. 
superstore, including all the leading brand names! You can buy now, pay nothing for 
at least 6 months and then spread the payments totally interest free!* 


SOFAS • CHAIRS • CORNER GROUPS 
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■ Low sale prices... ■ Pay nothing for at least 6 months... ■ 0% interest free credit* 



© 


ILLIAM&SONS 


Level Street 


.. PRICE '•••. 

Merry Hill, Dudley 

OPENING TIMES: 

4 MATCH • 

West Midlands 

Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 

: PROMISE : 

DY5 1UA 

Saturday 10-6pm 

• We’ll not be ; 

T. 01384 77444 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 

Sunday 11-5pm 

\ beaten on price! 

\ That’s our promise / 
tovou! 


0% APR •Deferred interest free credit offer available on balances over £500. Representative Example: Cash Price £675. Deposit £175. Total Amount of Credit £500. Duration of the Agreement 18 months. 12 x Monthly Repayments of £41.67 starting 6 months after delivery or collection. Annual Rate Or 
representative Interest 0%. Representative APR 0°/o. Total Amount Payable £500. Written details available on request. Subject to status. Offer not available on clearance items. All offers subject to availability. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply - ask in store or see our website for further details. E&OE. 
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12 Swedish sisters slay em at Symphony 


First Aid Kit 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
SWEDISH sisters Klara and 
Johanna Soderberg have 
been on a lot of radars lately. 

Not only are they touring as First Aid 
Kit on the back of their latest album 
Stay Gold, they can also be found on 
Swedish stamps and have been nomi¬ 
nated for a Brit award for best Interna¬ 
tional Group. 


Their popularity, certainly in Birming¬ 
ham, has rocketed. Three years ago 
they were playing The Rainbow which 
is in serious contrast to their latest sell¬ 
out gig at Symphony Hall. 

Opening with the title track of their 
album Lion’s Roar, Klara’s unmistaka¬ 
ble voice cut through the darkness be¬ 
fore the stage exploded in a burst of 
lights. 

The siblings have one of the most 
recognisable sounds on the folk/coun¬ 


try circuit at the moment with Klara on 
acoustic guitar and her sister rocking 
out in a swirl of hair on her keyboard. 

They followed this with the title track 
of their new album, and then Blue, an¬ 
other from Lion, and kept the packed 
hall happy with tracks such as King of 
the World, Master Pretender, Waitress 
and My Silver Lining. A highlight was 
them singing GhostTown unplugged. 

Danny Farragher 


Play full 
of Eastern 
promise 

East Is East, 

New Alexandra 
Theatre, Birmingham 
THERE were come¬ 
dy scenes but also 
flashes of violence in 
this thought-provok¬ 
ing production. 

Written by Ayub Khan Din, 
who played the disciplinari¬ 
an George Khan, it told of 
the Pakistani father’s strug¬ 
gles to bring up his seven 
children with strict Muslim 
principles, despite their 
mixed race upbringing dur¬ 
ing the 1970s in Salford. He 
was comedic and menacing 
in equal measure. Although 
Jane Horrocks as English 
wife Ella was the star name, 
it could not have been more 
expertly cast. 

Stand-in Meenah, Dee- 
pal Parmar, put in a Stirling 
performance. But no one 
could be faulted, from Mi¬ 
chael Karim as the twitchy 
Parka-wearing Sajit, Ashley 
Kumar as rebellious Tariq, 
Amit Shah as Abdul, Darren 
Kuppan as God-fearing Ma- 
neer and Nathan Clarke as 
art student Saleem. It was 
humorous and moving. Sim¬ 
ply brilliant. 

Mark Shipp 


REVIEWS 



Celebrities and their dancers ready for the Strictly Come Dancing Live Tour 2015 


Strictly top rate as Simon’s 
terrific tango wins the votes 


Strictly Come Dancing Live Tour 
Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham 
NO doubt about it, the Argentine 
Tango stole the show. 

And it meant that TV series runner up Si¬ 
mon Webbe got to lift the glitterball on the 
first night of the SCD tour at Birmingham. 

The packed arena went wild as Simon 
and professional dancer Kristina pulled off 
the dance to perfection - although they 
only managed to get 29 out of 30 from the 
judges. There were 10s from dancer Camilla 
Dallerup and her previous celebrity partner 
Tom Chambers, they lifted the glitterball 


back in 2008, but needless to say, to loud 
boos, only a 9 from Mr Sunshine himself, 
head judge Craig Revel Horwood. 

In second place was TV series champion 
Caroline Flack dancing with Tristan Mac- 
Manus. Saturdays singer Frankie Bridge had 
to pull out because of pregnancy sickness 
and was replaced by former celebrity con¬ 
testant S Club 7’s Rachel Stevens. 

The other celebrity dancers were the 
hunky Thom Evans, exuberant Alison Ham¬ 
mond, popular Mark Wright and the less 
than impressive Scott Mills. As host Zoe Ball 
said it was Strictly Brum Dancing and the 
crowd lapped it up. Sue Attwater 


New Rae of light 
on music scene 


Album reviews 


|By Leon Burakowski 


LANCASHIRE singer/song¬ 
writer Rae Morris lives up to 
her promise, after collabo¬ 
rations with Bombay Bicycle 
Club, Clean Bandit and Tom 
Odell, on her debut album 
Unguarded. 

Her poised, elegant style with an ap¬ 
pealing hint of vulnerability has lots of 
appeal. Kate Bush is a clear influence 
and Rae also seems a kindred spirit 
to Ellie Goulding. The 22-year-old has 
several potential hits on this Atlantic 
Records release including Linder The 
Shadows, jazzy groove Closer and her 
collaboration with Fryars (AKA) on the 
frosty electronica of Cold. 

She will be in concert, with support 
from Fryars, at Birmingham’s Institute 
in Digbeth on Thursday, February 5. 

Accessible 

It had been long delayed by the 
previous record label’s inertia but Fr¬ 
yars second album Power (Fiction) 
is finally out and hopefully Fiction will 
be rewarded for giving a platform to 
Benjamin Garrett (AKA Fryars), one of 
the most talented and promising sing¬ 
er-songwriters on the UK electronica 
scene. Let’s just hope it didn’t get lost 
in the festive rush. 

He has a knack of writing a song 
that instantly sounds familiar, which is 
usually a good sign, and does that trick 
several times here, with Sequoia, Thing 
Of Beauty and Cool Like Me. 

His melancholy sound is accessible 
enough to appeal to pop fans of outfits 
like Bastille and admirers of more eso¬ 
teric artists like James Blake. 

American indie folk/rock band The 
Decemberists are proof that a great 
band can still make it through talent 





Rae Morris — poised, elegant style 
on her debut album Unguarded 

and graft, rather than manufactured 
hype. Fronted by Colin Meloy, the Or¬ 
egon outfit have imprinted themselves 
on the US scene with honest heart¬ 
felt rootsy rock, particularly since they 
ditched long concept songs in favour 
of a more radio friendly approach. 

Last album The King Is Dead went 
straight into the US chart at number 
one and featured Grammy nominated 
single Down By The Water. They even 
found themselves on The Simpsons. 

Seventh studio album What A Ter¬ 
rible World What A Beautiful World 
(Rough Trade) will continue their suc¬ 
cess due to its strong songs deliv¬ 
ered in traditional semi-acoustic style. 
The key song 12/17/12, written after 
the Newtown school shootings, is a 
harmonica-accompanied classic that 


would make Springsteen proud. See 
The Decemberists in concert at The In¬ 
stitute in Birmingham on February 18. 

If pop genius Brian Wilson of The 
Beach Boys had grown up in an age 
of moogs and synths, then he may 
have made an album like Panda Bear 
Meets The Grim Reaper (Domino). 

Singer/songwriter Noah Lennox 
(AKA Panda Bear), from American 
experimentalists Animal Collective, 
has created a highly atmospheric 
album blending fidgety electronics 
with plaintive vocals in his own style 
of techno-psychedelia. It includes a 
brainstorm of effects, such as yelping 
dogs on the stomping glam cruncher 
Mr Noah. The playfulness recalls Brian 
Eno’s early solo work. 

The title is no joke as a sense of loss 
haunts several of the songs, particular¬ 
ly Tropic of Cancer (with its refrain “you 
can’t come back, you won’t come back 
to me”) and Lonely Wanderer with its 
gorgeous Debussy sample. 

Songwriter and singer Stuart Mur¬ 
doch exercises his demons over an 
eclectic variety of musical styles on 
Girls In Peacetime Want To Dance 
(Matador), the ninth studio album from 
Glaswegian band Belle and Sebastian 
and their first for five years. 

The subjects can be sombre, such as 
the songwriter’s struggle with Chronic 
Fatigue Syndrome, but the music is an¬ 
ything but — hitting the dancefloor in a 
Daft Punk way on The Party Line and 
sounding akin to Erasure synth pop 
on Enter Sylvia Plat. However, The Cat 
With The Cream recalls the more ten¬ 
der indie-pop sounds of earlier albums. 

Gaz Coombes, former frontman of 
Britpop trio Supergrass, is back with 
his second solo album, Matador (Hot 
Fruit/Caroline), a quality collection of 
songs blending acoustic guitar strum¬ 
ming and electronics. Songs like Seven 
Walls and To The Wire are subtle but 
rewarding. He’s still Alright and he’s at 
Birmingham Glee Club on February 9. 
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Gastek 

Solutions 


^WORCESTER accredited installer 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 

• Free Annual Boiler service • All Parts And Labour Included 

• Taps and Toilets • Internal & External Drains 

• Unlimited Call Outs • Gas & Water Supply Pipes 

PLUS MOOR ! 

ALL FROM JUST £9.99 PER MONTH 

t/c apply 

lCALL today and speak to the team 

01384 560 856 

• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance Installations 

• All Domestic Plumbing Work 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 
Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT & 

(All prices are plus VAT) 

DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED s-. cs 


t 
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SALES - SPARES - REPAIRS 
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fridge freezers 

FROM £149 
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WASHING MACHINES t DISHWASHERS 

FROM £139II FROM £179 
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■Dryers from £99 Alli tsim> 
^Vacuums from £39 12 % §11 
Spinners from £g|) ‘mswntee: 
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Friday 9am - 5pm • Saturday 9.30am - 5pm 


A.A. DOMESTICS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 
West Midlands B63 4RG 

Tel: 0121 550 9800 • Email: aadomestics22@yahoo.com 
Also At: 60 Halesowen Road , Neatherton DY2 9QA 
nm Monday - Friday 9am 5 pm 

Saturday 9.30 am 5 pm 


2KW REMOTE CONTROL 
ELECTRIC FIRE & SURROUND 
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www.jubileefires.co.uk 

JUBILEE FIRES High Street, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JF 

» OPEN 1 DAYS: Mon, Tues, Wed 9am ■ 5pm Thurs, Fri 10am ■ 6pm, Sat 9.00am ■ 5.00pm Sun 10am ■ 3pm 


Keep Dancing... 

Low impact dance exercise 
that explores a range of 
world dance styles and 
musical eras. 


# 

few youri* 


Portway Lifestyle Centre, Oldbury 
Tuesday 11am - 12pm 

_ £4 per session _| 

• No need to bring a partner. 

• Great way to keep minds and bodies active. 

• Great way to meet new friends. 

• No previous dance experience needed. 

• Not your traditional ballroom or sequence dancing. 



Contact Faye for 
more information: 

Email: contact@xpress-yourself.org 
Telephone number: 07984 423534 
Website: http://xpress-yourself.org/ 

























































Darcey gets tour of 


A MAJOR ballet company is throwing open 
the doors of its revamped base to give a be¬ 
hind-the-scenes glimpse inside Birmingham 
Royal Ballet. 

The company’s three-storey HQ, behind 
the Birmingham Hippodrome in Thorp 
Street, has had a £2.7 million revamp includ¬ 
ing three refurbished dance studios. 

The public are invited to see the compa¬ 
ny’s new rehearsal studios on guided tours 
on Sunday from 11am to 4pm. 

Some of Birmingham Royal Ballet’s cos¬ 
tumes and wigs will be on display and there 
will also be informal performances from some 
of BRB’s dancers, as well as performances 
from Freefall Dance Company, an initiative 
created by the Birmingham Royal Ballet for 
gifted young people with severe learning dif¬ 
ficulties. 

VIPs had a tour of the new facilities on 
Monday, including Strictly Come Dancing 
judge and former Royal Ballet star Darcey 


Bussell, in her capacity as President of Bir¬ 
mingham Royal Ballet’s Campaign for the 
Future. 

She said: “It is so rewarding to see the re¬ 
sults of a fundraising effort that has enabled 
a company close to my heart to continue to be 
a first-class rehearsal facility for its dancers, 
staff and the wider public who can all enjoy 
this marvellous creative space. 

Talent 

“The new facilities will allow Birmingham 
Royal Ballet to welcome the community, nur¬ 
ture the talent of the future and maintain 
their position at the forefront of both British 
and international dance. 

“The transformation of Birmingham Royal 
Ballet’s building is a key milestone of our 
Campaign for the Future. Our goal now is 
to secure the remaining £2.5m of our £15m 
target to ensure the studios are bursting 
with new work by world-leading choreogra- 


ballet HQ 

phers as well as creative opportunities for 
local people to discover, take part and excel 
in classical ballet.” 

Birmingham’s ballet company moved to 
the city from London, where it had been the 
Royal Ballet’s touring company, nearly a 
quarter of a century ago and this is the first 
time the facilities have been updated since, 
partly thanks to a £ 1.85m grant from Arts 
Council England. 

It also sends its professionals into Bir¬ 
mingham and Black Country schools via its 
Dance Track programme to introduce ballet 
to youngsters and talent spot potential future 
stars. 

BRB presents An Evening of Music and 
Dance, including excerpts from Swan Lake, 
at Birmingham Symphony Hall on Saturday, 
January 31, and then launches its season at 
the Hippodrome with Moving Stateside, fea¬ 
turing three American ballets, on February 
18 and Coppelia from February 24. 


Bournville 
actress is 
nominated 
for an Oscar 


SHE is an acclaimed actress nominated for 
an Oscar for her powerful performance as 
the wife of scientist Stephen Hawking. 

Felicity Jones has gone from advertising face 
wash for spotty teenagers to starring in The Theory 
of Everything - and her parents met while working 
at the Express & Star. 


The 31-year-old grew up in 
was raised by her mother, 
Julia, who had worked in 
the newspaper’s advertising 
department. Her father Ga¬ 
reth Jones was a journalist 
at the Wolverhampton head 
office. 

Felicity’s mother is the 
sister of actor Michael Had¬ 
ley, who has appeared in 
films such as The Boat That 
Rocked and on TV in Ashes 
to Ashes. 

Break 

Julia raised Felicity and 
her brother alone after she 
and Gareth divorced when 
Felicity was three. 

Felicity’s big break came 
in 1996 when she played 
Alice in the film adaptation 
of Edith Nesbit’s novel The 
Treasure Seekers. She also 
appeared in Central’s adap¬ 
tation of the children’s book 
series The Worst Witch, 
playing school bully Ethel 
Hallow. When she was 17 
she was in the advert for 
Johnson & Johnson’s Clean 
and Clear, as a teenager 
worried about her skin. 

She played Emma Carter 
in The Archers on Radio 4 
and appeared in a Doctor 
Who episode, The Unicorn 
and the Wasp, in 2008. Her 
big screen roles included 
parts in Ricky Gervais and 


Bournville, Birmingham, and 



Oscar nominee Felicity Jones 


Stephen Merchant’s 2010 
film Cemetery Junction 
and appearing as Harry 
Osborn’s assistant in The 
Amazing Spider-Man 2. 

Her performance in The 
Theory of Everything, 
alongside best actor nom¬ 
inee Eddie Redmayne as 
Hawking, has seen her 
nominated for an Oscar. She 
will compete against Marion 
Cotillard, Julianne Moore, 
Rosamund Pike and Reese 
Witherspoon for the award. 

“It’s a film that we all 
cared so much about be¬ 
cause we were playing 
real-life people and compli¬ 
cated, nuanced, interesting 
characters. This is all just 
wonderful that people enjoy 
it,” she said. 


Clark hits the right 
notes on The voice 


HAIR stylist Clark Carmody from Kidderminster has spo¬ 
ken of his shock after making it through to the next round 
of The Voice after choosing to be on Rita Ora’s team. 

The 27-year-old performed Sam Smith’s hit I’m Not 
The Only One on Saturday night’s show. Pop princess Ora 
turned round in her chair first and was followed by Welsh 
crooner Tom Jones. 

The 27-year-old who hails from the Spennells estate, 
Kidderminster, decided to choose Rita as his mentor and is 
now through to the next round. 

Clark now lives near Stratford-upon-Avon with his girl¬ 
friend Nicola Whelan and their nine-month-old daughter 
Primrose. He watched Saturday night’s show at home with 
his friends and family, and many were unaware of how well 
he had done. “I couldn’t tell them all I’d got through as I 
was told me to keep it quiet but they were all chuffed when 
they saw that Rita had turned,” he said. 



SAVE 


collection is 


the 

winter 

sale 


Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 
No deposit. Then take interest free credit. 

Whether your taste is classical or contemporary, you'll be amazed by their unrivalled 
selection of stylish furniture, carpets and beds. 

Everything is reduced to a fraction of its normal price - including the famous brand names. 
Visit your local Cousins store to see their latest collections and take advantage of their 
fantastic sale offer. 


Sale offer now in its final week, doors close Sunday 5pm. 


FINAL WEEK 




.AH 

Half Price 

Savings 


ii 


Sale £1299 

Was £2399 


45% 


VIP* 


Plus Three Seater Sofa for the 
price of a Two Seater Sofa_ 








Design flooring If Harrison Alder king size 3250 Hill t 
PLATINUM RETAILER I I pocket sprung 4 drawer diva — 


Parker Knoll Montana 

Ceding .he bes, of visage sMinf,>e Monona Sofa 


(ousins 


Open 7 days a week | 

Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 
Dudley Manchester 


PRICE 


Our price promise 


Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


to you, we won't be 
PROMISE beaten 

on price! * 


• Free parking 

• Instore restaurant 


celebrating^^-^ 

29 


a true family business 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


• Large stocks 

• Immediate delivery 


Deferred Interest Free Credit av 


rs over £300. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price 


REPRESENTATIVE Price: 


,til 01.02.15. Offer n 


1 Interest rate 0% fixed. No Deposit. Pay nothing for the first year, then 12 payme 

1 to one per household and only av. . 

* See website for further details < 
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10 New Bartholomew Street, Digbeth, Birmingham B5 5QS 

0121 643 5211 


Birmingham Dog’s Home are actively seeking to re-home 20 dogs currently 
in residence with them. Anyone interested please call the numbers above 

These 20 Dogs are at the Birminghams Dog’s Home 


1 

Grace 

BOWENS 

Door to Door Coach Holidays 

14 Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen B63 3RH 

0121 559 1237 

ft 

BRIDALE 

ARCHITECTURAL 

118 Graingers Lane 

01384 635798 


L T 

Patrick 

PETS PANTRY 
PIGEON SUPPLIES 

Victoria Road, Halesowen 

0121 561 5470 

www.petspantrygarden.co.uk 

1ST 

I_L 

Jodie 

GPS 

CONSTRUCTION LTD 

0121 5882740 
07956888 611 

www.gpsconstructions.com 

n 

ti 

ROWAN TREE & GARDEN 
SERVICES LTD 

Tree Surgeon Specialist 

24/7 Emergency Callout 

01384 213644 or 
07733226568 

Harry 

V 

A 

Bruiser 

Function Room For Hire 

TIPTON 

CONSERVATIVE CLUB 

64 Union Street, Tipton DY4 8QJ 

0121 5573426 

£ i 1 

GASTEK 

Boiler Services 
from £45 

01384 560 856 

all areas covered 



PRICE 2 BEAT 
FITTED BEDROOMS 
& KITCHENS 

4 Stafford Street, Dudley DY1 2AB 

07714 097122 *01384255331 

www. price2beat. co. uk 

2 

Posh Pooches 
Dog Grooming 

0121 520 4269 
07989 793761 

www.poshpoochesdoggrooming. com 

T 

Izzy 

Lucy Thompson 
Outfitters 

Quality Fashion Handbags, 
Dresses & Separates 

0121 552 1169 

2A Halesowen St. (opp Sainsburys), 
Oldbury B69 2AJ 

ft 

OAKWOOD LODGES 

Llwynbaedd 

Rhayadek 

www. oakwoodlodges. co. uk 

01597811422 

ft 

BARGAIN BLINDS 

We guarantee to beat 
any like for like quote 
www. ukbargainblinds. co. uk 

Freephone 0800 0347111 

\f_ 

Dot 

T W RYDER LTD 

Army & Navy Store 

Open 6 days 

www. twrydersinbirmingham. co. uk 

0121 472 1402 

[jT 

Loki 

WEDNESBURY 

KITCHENS 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

Very reliable family run business 


IfiJ 

Paddy 

OAKWOOD LODGES 

Llwynbaedd 

Rhayadek 

www. oakwoodlodges. co. uk 

01597811422 

5 

Perdy 

GASTEK 

No Excess Fees 
on our Service Plans 
from £9.99pcm 

01384 560856 

V*-* 

Barks ‘n’ Bows 
Dog 

Grooming 

0121 520 9957 

£ 

WINDOW 

WAREHOUSE 

95-97 Park Lane, 
Oldbury B69 4LP 

0121 544 2222 

Peter 

Bessie 

X 

THE BIG PET STORE 

Hereward Rise, 
Halesowen 

0121 550 9095 

The pet lover’s pet store 

« 

ROWAN PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE LTD 

Call for no obligation quotation 

01384 213644 OR 
07733226568 

Wizzer 

Pluto 


Author's book looks 
at Zeebrugge tragedy 


IT was a tragedy that shook 
the world. 

On the evening of March 6, 
1987, the Herald of Free Enter¬ 
prise set off from the Belgian port 
of Zeebrugge destined for Dover 
carrying 459 passengers and a 
crew of 80. It would never arrive. 

Just 23 minutes of leaving the port 
the ferry capsized when water cas¬ 
caded into the car deck after the bow 
doors were mistakenly left open. A 
total of 193 people lost their lives. 

Memories of the disaster have in¬ 
spired a first book by author Iain Yard- 
ley, of Temple Street, Lower Gornal, 
entitled ‘Ninety Seconds at Zeebrugge: 
The Herald of Free Enterprise Story’. 

Mr Yardley had travelled on the 
Herald of Free Enterprise on a school 
trip the year before aged 14 and so the 
tragedy left a lasting impression. 

Impact 

He said: “I think it left such an im¬ 
pact because it was ordinary people 
like me who died. I could have been on 
board.” 

The 42-year-old has spoken to more 
than 20 survivors, as well as staff from 
hospitals that treated the casualties, 
in compiling the book, which took Mr 
Yardley eight years to write. 

To make contact with the survivors, 
he researched memorials set up in 
tribute to the victims as well as funds 
set up in their names. He also put out 
appeals for people to contact him in 
the letters pages of local newspapers. 

He said: “I just wanted to get it 
right, which was why it took so long. 
I could have rehashed a lot of infor¬ 
mation that people already knew but 
I didn’t want to do that. What I really 
wanted to do was tell the stories that 
people hadn’t read about, or thought 
about before.” 

Mr Yardley, who designs and com¬ 
missions scrap metal furnaces, said 



Author lain Yardley, of Lower Gornal, with his new book about the ferry disaster 



Capsized — the stricken vessel after the disaster that killed 193 people in 1987 


he there had been a lack of literature 
available on the tragedy. 

A number of poignant stories 
emerged from Mr Yardley’s research 
into the passengers, such as British 
Army personnel returning after serv¬ 
ing in Germany. One family was re¬ 
turning to be at the bedside of their 
dying father and another was bringing 
their baby daughter home to be chris¬ 


tened. Mr Yardley added: “The book 
is a recalling of the disaster and the 
immediate aftermath from the point of 
view of the people who were involved.” 

A public inquiry was critical of op¬ 
erator Townsend Thoresen and the 
design of the ship 

The book is available via History 
Press for £20, online at Amazon for 
£16.10 or £12 for the Kindle edition. 




Supporting Local Communities 


CT Minibus provides 
low-cost mini-bus 
travel for community 
groups and other 
not-for-profit 
organisations 


Do you need to use a minibus 
and can’t afford the rates charged by 
hire companies? 


□ Paid Drivers Available 

□ MIDAS Training For Your Drivers 

□ Up to 16 Passengers 

□ Wheelchairs Assessible Vehicles 

□ Competitive Rates 

□ Special Weekend, Evening and School Holiday Rates 

CALL US ON 0845 209 0191 

www.communitytransport.org 














































































































































Petition will oppose free 


transport cuts for children 


Love is in the air at 
Himley Hall open day 



Hall together now — Laura Eagles and Adam Davies are 
planning their big day at Himley Hall 


COUPLES planning to tie the knot got the chance to tour 
historic Himley Hall, which holds civil wedding and part¬ 
nership ceremonies. 

They saw the venue’s refurbished art-deco style North 
Wing, which once housed the Earl of Dudley’s swimming 
pool and cinema. Wedding co-ordinators and catering team 
were on hand to answer questions. 

Registrars from the Staffordshire Registration Service 
also guided couples through the civil ceremony process 
during the open day on Sunday, attended by around 100 
couples. 

Among them were Laura Eagles, from West Bromwich, 
and Adam Davies, of Stallings Lane, Kingswinford. Mr 
Davies, 22, a Dudley Council worker, popped the question 
on Christmas Day. The couple have now started planning 
for their big day to be held in 2017. Mr Davies and Miss 
Eagles, a retail supervisor from Great Bridge, have been 
together for five years. 


Business helps 
YNlCA's project 
helping homeless 


A PROJECT which helps 
homeless young people in 
the Black Country has been 
boosted thanks to a charita¬ 
ble donation. 

The YMCA Open Door 
project provides supported 
lodgings for homeless young 
people in secure and friendly 
settings in the homes of vol¬ 
unteer hosts. 

More than 80 hosts are al¬ 
ready based across the Black 
Country, offering a home as 
a place to stay while help¬ 
ing the individuals learn 
life skills to ensure young 
people move on successfully 
into independence. 

Staff at Stourbridge beau¬ 
ticians Tej and Co helped 
raise £250 for the cause 
with a raffle. Owner Te- 


jinder Tanda Ghag, a moth- 
er-of-two from Stourbridge, 
said being a mother had 
prompted her to support the 
charity. 

The YMCA’s Rachael 
Taylor said: “The generosity 
of Tejindar along with her 
staff and clients, together 
with other donations, can 
make all the difference to 
the lives of young people at 
risk in the Black Country. 

“Without the ongoing 
support of people like Te- 
jinder, we would not be able 
to offer a safe home, guid¬ 
ance and a future to many 
young people,” she added. 

To find out more call 0121 
524 1974 or email rachael. 
taylor@ymcabc.org.uk 


A PETITION has been 
launched against proposed 
cuts to free transport for 
children with special needs. 

Campaigners have labelled the 
Dudley Council plan as ‘immoral’ 
and say they will fight the plans, 
which the authority hopes will 
save more than £200,000 a year. 

West Midlands MEP Bill Etheridge, 
who is a councillor in Sedgley, urged 
the council to look for cuts elsewhere 
instead of hitting the service. 

“Surely savings could be made else- 


By Andrew Turton 


The authority said it is not legally 
required to provide the service and has 
launched a consultation on charges. 

The council currently pays for 49 
children with additional needs to 
travel to specialist nurseries in the 
borough. 

But leaders claim they have been 
forced to consider axing the service 
after funding cutbacks from central 
Government. They also said that 


by September, when the proposed 
where, like scrapping the position of charges could be introduced, only be 


chief executive at the council for a 
start,” he said. 

“It would be immoral to scrap this 
support to the families taking these 
children to this nursery when the same 
local authority recently approved mas¬ 
sive hikes to fat cat salaries and also 
voted down UKIP proposals to reduce 
the number of councillors in Dudley.” 


11 children would be affected. 


Limited 


Councillor Tim Crumpton, who is in 
charge of children services in Dudley, 
said: “This is not something we would 
want to do but unfortunately due to 
the continued reduction in Govern¬ 
ment funding we are limited to provid¬ 


ing services we legally must provide.” 

He claimed many of the families af¬ 
fected received benefits that can help 
towards travel costs for their children. 

Councillor Crumpton added: “How¬ 
ever, we know that for some people 
this could be difficult and we are work¬ 
ing hard behind the scenes at how we 
deliver the specialist nursery service 
across the borough to ensure every 
child who needs it has access to it.” 

“We have looked at the figures care¬ 
fully and do not intend to remove a 
service from people who have become 
accustomed to receiving it.” 

Tory education spokesman, Council¬ 
lor Les Jones, added: “I have been crit¬ 
ical for a number of years of how much 
the authority spends on transport in 
children’s and adult services. The ma¬ 
jority of this cost is through taxis. This 
seems to be a political move to shift 
blame towards Government cuts.” 

The consultation runs until March 
2. Visit www.dudley.gov.uk 


Have a say on 
your community 
at meetings 


A SERIES of meetings are 
being held this month for 
residents to have a say on 
issues in their that affect 
their area. 

The community forums 
are run by Dudley Coun¬ 
cil and attended by ward 
councillors. 

A meeting for Nether- 
ton, St Andrews, Woodside 
and Quarry Bank takes 
place on Monday at 6.30pm 
at Woodside Community 
Centre, Highgate Road. 

The Gornal, Upper Gor- 
nal and Woodsetton forum 
starts at 6.30pm the same 
day at Roberts Street Pri¬ 
mary School, Lower Gor¬ 
nal. 

The Halesowen event 
takes place at Leasowes 
Community College,Kent 
Road, and the Coseley East 
and Sedgley forum is held 
at Age UK, Ettymore Road, 


Sedgley. Both are on Tues¬ 
day at 6.30pm. 

The forum for Norton, 
Pedmore and Stourbridge 
East, Wollaston and Stour¬ 
bridge Town is held at 
Gig Mill Primary School, 
The Broadway, Norton on 
Wednesday, January 28, at 
6.30pm. 

Councillor 

Residents of Castle and 
Priory, St James’s and St 
Thomas’s can attend the 
St Thomas’s Community 
Network, Beech wood Road, 
Dudley at 6.30pm, also on 
Wednesday. 

Quarry Bank and Dud¬ 
ley Wood councillor David 
Sparks has hailed the 
meetings as ‘an opportu¬ 
nity to have their say about 
how we can work better 
with communities’. 


Advertisement 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


SALE NOW ON - 
SAVE UP TO 75% 


Suites - Beds - Mattresses - Sofas 

All reduced to a fraction of their normal price 

NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED 


UP TO £1,000 PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 

SOFAS AND CHAIRS MADE TO ORDER, ANY SIZE 

FREE HOME DELIVERY * FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED 

LARGE SELECTION OF FABRIC AND LEATHER SUITES 



3 Seater 
Sofa with 
2 Recliner 
Actions 


from £399 


Odd Bases & I 
Mattresses to ] 
Clear from 

£69 



Double Beds 

from 

£179 

Single Beds 

from £99 



Modern Chez 
Settee, Only 
24 available 

£1295 
After p/x 

now £795 


Large Selection of Rise & 
Recliner Chairs in 
Both Fabric and Leather 

from 

£395 


Dreamworld 

furniture 


8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 

Tel: 01384 295660 


LARGE FREE 
CAR PARK 


15 


Three Piece Suites, Chairs, Beds, Carpets, Dining and Bedroom Furniture 
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Welcome to George Green LLP 


Finding imaginative solutions to 
your Family Law problems 

We are committed to providing legal advice 
at a time, location and in a way to suit you. 


We specialise in: 

□ Divorce 

□ Civil Partnership Dissolution 

□ Financial Arrangements 

□ Unmarried Couples 

□ Children Matters 



For further information visit our website 
www.georgegreen.co.uk and the Resolution website 
www.resolution.org.uk or 
call 01384 410410 to speak to 
a member of our Family Law team. 


Alternative way to 
solve family issues 


COMMERCIAL 

FEATURE 


DO you need a more imagi¬ 
native way of resolving your 
family law issues? 

“It is not just Hollywood su¬ 
perstars adopting alternative ap¬ 
proaches to divorce and family 
disputes,” says Clare Wiseman, 
Head of Family Law at George 
Green Solicitors, which has offic¬ 
es in Wolverhampton and Cradley 
Heath. 

Clare says cuts to legal aid and court 
budgets mean family cases are taking 
three times as long to resolve, via the 
traditional court route. 

“The system is compromised by de¬ 
lay, uncertainty and anxiety as to costs. 

You should therefore consult lawyers 
who are alive to alternative methods of 
resolving disputes,” adds Clare. 

Mediation 


Expertise - Clare Wiseman from George Green Solicitors 


This includes the ability to conduct 
“roundtable meetings”, to identify cas¬ 
es suitable for mediation, be able to 
participate in the Collaborative Law 
process and/or experience in referring 
matters to arbitration. 

Arbitration has a long history in cer¬ 
tain areas. 

Arbitration is now another “tool in the 
box” of the family lawyer. In both the 
Collaborative Law process and Abitra- 
tion, the parties retain control over the 
process, can determine the identity of 
the expert advisers to resolve their dis¬ 
putes and set an agenda personal to 
them. 

Parties often worry about ensuring 
that they get full and frank disclosure 
in respect of each other’s financial cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Although the High Court has recently 


made a “scapegoat” of a husband who 
failed to disclose the extent of his fi¬ 
nancial wealth and ordered that he pay 
his wife’s costs, this is often little con¬ 
solation to parties involved in difficult 
and distressing family disputes. 

“At George Green we have the ex¬ 
pertise and experience to consider all 
settlement options to minimise the im¬ 


pact of an already stressful situation. 
We offer advice and assistance at a 
time, location and in a way to suit you,” 
says Clare. “It is no longer a case of 
“one size fits all.” 

Having trained as a Collaborative 
Lawyer, Clare confirms that “sitting 
round a table is often a more produc¬ 
tive way of resolving family matters”. 



Hark (Cmtntrji 
(Hazing 


Est1987 


Manufacturers & Installers of 
windows, doors & conservatories 
A rated Windows As Standard 
10 Year Guarantee 


FREE QWE>TATION& 

fcvmrnf _ 

r m 




Whteft? 


Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com 

Energy efficient windows that won't cost the earth 


wohicm certass' 

% *P - m*m m 


FENSA| 
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Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 

Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated 
aluminium rolling garage door -operated by hand held 
'keyring' handset is currently reduced from a 
RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting. 

NOW JUST £699! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTIING 





Price includes: 

♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Manual override for use in a power cut 
♦All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 
♦White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Full 12 month warranty ♦Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 

CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offer you should call 01245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 


PLUMBMASTER 


Complete Bathroom 

fr~£1 89.99 

including 1700 x 700 bath, basin, toilet 


Wide selection Of • Complete central heating and parts available 
walk-in showers • Taps • Towel rails • Showers 
available • Fascias & guttering 


7 Kitchen Units / 



r£ 47 b 1 


6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL jPk J| ^ j 

(next to Newman University College) III J I # 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am -1.00pm i i 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 


0121 4751112 


Are you a member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good 
news story? 

Do you need to promote an 
event for a charity or a local 
good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle needs 
local news stories for your local 
paper for you the local reader. 

Please call the chronicle team 
on 01902 319 588 
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CELEBRATING OUR 23 rd 


Bay windows 


Over 50,000 sq ft factory/factory visits arranged 


FENSA 


; PAS 24 - Doors 


Triple glazed windo ws | 0 f Qr p r j C 0 Q f double VgLaIs ^ 7 Pat ° doors 


C€© 


RING NOW 0121 552 9777 
FREEPHONE 0800 007 5312 Frontdo 

vOnb^i Qp en 7 days a wee k M 0n _ pri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm Saturday and Sunday* 

FACTORY & SHOWROOM - ROOD END ROAD, OLDBURY, B68 8SF 

www.hispecwindows.GO.ulc hispec-sales@outlook.com 


Front doors 


‘Terms & Conditions Apply 
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Replace your tired kitchen, bathroom or bedroom 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


A t Quality Kitchen Makeovers 
we are dedicated to building 
one of the finest home 
improvement companies in the UK. 

Our beliefs ensure customer satisfaction is guaranteed. 
There are no grey areas where our customers are 
concerned, we believe in integrity, care and attention to 
detail. 

Some ninety percent of our customers are retired and 
we are proud to say they come back for more work or 
refer us on to their families and friends. 

Patience 

We always ensure that new and existing customers 
receive the time and patience required to make a 
decision on their choice of improvement. There are so 
many individuals and companies who talk well but, fail 
to deliver. 

We take great pride in seeing a satisified customer 
and for that reason we do not employ sales people, 
and never will! We want to know that everything our 
customers have been told is true and achievable. 

Amazed 

We are amazed at some of the ridiculous prices people 
pay for their new kichens or other improvements. 
Nobody can supply a better quality product than us. 
They can only charge you inflated prices because 
they have large showrooms in prominent town centre 
locations. Which ultimately are funded by you - the 
customer. 




Professional 

We will never have showrooms like these, we are 
aware that these costs get passed onto the customer. 

We are very aware of keeping costs down so that all 
our customers receive a professional job at a fair and 
competitive price. 

We work within a 50 mile radius of our head office in 
Halesowen and have completed work in over half of the 
postal codes in that area. 

WE ARE A COMPANY TO TRUST IN, 

YOU WILL NOT BE LET DOWN. 




BUSINESS PROFILE 


Business Name: Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd. 

Addresses: 

Head Office: Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill, 
Halesowen B63 3LZ 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley DY2 9BL 
33 High Street, Stourport DY13 8BE 

Phone Numbers: 

0121 550 4821,01384 671909,01299 877718 
Website: www.qkm.org.uk 
Key areas of activity: Home Improvements 
Replacement Kitchens, Bathrooms and Bedrooms 




AW 

■ i 
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^r rlS SMEN! 
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Did you know that, 80% of 
our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 
Before 28th February 


ITSa5GD3m LLQ1] 

Replace Your Tired. Kitchen, 

Bathroom or Bedroom with am 

vrt/r\ 7 Y7 P/7 Ni T> 


Replace Only What’s Needed 



PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today!! 

0121 550 4821 

Offers cannot be combined 


All types of 
Flooring supplied 
and Wet Wall 
Solutions for 
Bathrooms 

Range of 
Kitchens, 
Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit 
all budgets 


OVER 100 DOOR STYLES 
AVAILABLE IN ALL 
COLOURS. 

WORKTOPS AVAILABLE 
STANDARD, QUARTZ 
ENCORE AND WOOD. 

ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES BESPOKE 
MADE TO 
MEASURE SIZES 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


( 


Homeowners.., 

Looking to sen? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just moued in7 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom ancf allow us to show your home's true potential 

Bring us your dream pUtures and we will bring them to III 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market Ar . 

THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

'We have customers wfio would be more than happy to 
show you the excellent standard of work' 




Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Baumatic, 
Hotpoint, Stoves and 
many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace...” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
“...totally professional from 
beginning to end...” 


CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

www.qkm.org.uk WE WILL NOT LET YOU DOWNM 


The largest working Luce kitchen 
in the Midlands at 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL Tel: 01384 671909 
Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm, Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Head Office & Showroom 
Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill 
Halesowen B63 3LZ 
0121 550 4821 

Open Mon - Fri 9.30am - 5.00pm 
Sat 10.00am - 1.00pm 



Stourport Showroom 
33 High Street, 

Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 
01299 877718 

Open Mon - Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm 
Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 
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Clear choice for windows 



All products are fabricated in-house utilising Rydale Windows’ own Highly qualified staff ensure installations are completed to high standards 

manufacturing plant in Halesowen with no upfront payments 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


R ydale windows 

Manufacturing Ltd is a 
major supplier of quality 
uPVC installations of windows, 
doors, conservatories, porches, 
orangeries, fascia and soffit 
boards throughout the West 
Midlands. 

All products are fabricated in-house utilising 
the firm’s own specialist manufacturing plant 
based in Halesowen near Birmingham in the 
West Midlands. 

The approach ensures a consistently high 
level of quality control and also allows our 
customers to achieve considerable savings by 
buying direct. 

At Rydale, the focus has always been on 
offering high quality products backed by 
market leading customer service - no other 
local company has the experience of the well 
established team. 

In fact, the team is so confident in the 
quality of their products that they offer peace 
of mind when it comes to security 
for customers. 


The team’s philosophy about buying new 
windows and doors, planning a conservatory 
or any other work on your property is a 
big commitment. 

So the team believe it is important to 
spend time looking at the various options and 
discussing them with our experienced 
sales consultants. 

Deposits or stage payments are not 
procedure, customers only pay when the 
installation is fully complete. 

Every product comes with an insurance 
backed, fully comprehensive 10 year 
guarantee and the company is Certass 
registered and ‘Fair Trades’ and ‘No Rogue 
Traders Here’ approved. 


In addition the company is fully compliant 
with Document L building regulations. 

Rydale Windows Manufacturing Ltd offers: 

• Free quotations 

• Quality products 

• Manufactured in own factories 

• No deposits 

• No payment until installations completed 

• Our own experienced fitters 

• Real quotations not artificial offers 

• 10 year insurance backed guarantee 

• Full after sales service 

All installations are fully supervised from 
initial design through to final installation by 
expert Rydale operatives. 


All the 50 plus staff are highly qualified 
and employed by the company to make 
sure your experience with the company 
is stress free. 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business name: Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Ltd 
Address: 33 Long Lane Halesowen B62 9LS 
Telephone: 0121 559 4211 
Website: www.rydalewindows.co.uk 
Email: reception@rydalewindows.co.uk 
Key point of contact: Sales advisors 
Key area of activity/sectors: Windows and 
conservatory manufacturers and installers 



RYDAL 


Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries 


_ —--—---- 9 — ^ — W 

Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards | 

Every window and conservatory is custom 
made to the most rigorous quality standards 
you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more 

experience and know how 
than Rydale, and that’s 
why we have been in 
business for more 

_ _- 5 =— than 30 years. 


cULT'MATjO 

SECURITY 

■£LPARAfl|f[EB 


Eje/ay/s] 

sauesti 


Supplied 


& Fitted...Across the Midlands 


FREEBH0NEi0800i91 7a6060j 


Open Weekdays 9am to 5.30pm I Saturday 9am to 4pm I Sunday Closed 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON FEBRUARY INSTALLATIONS 
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CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE, NO JOB TOO SMALL 


01299 827070 07545 631731 


www.ecopipeheating.co.uk ecopipe@live.co.uk 

ALL AREAS COVERED 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 


WE ONLY USE 

* 4 * 

FRESH FISH 


OUR 

TRADITIONAL 
FISH AND 
CHIP 



DONER AND CHICKEN KEBABS, FRESH NAAN, BURGERS AND 




MEAL DEALS 


DEAL 1 l r DEAL 2 

ANY PIE AND CHIPS LARGE SAUSAGE AND 

WITH PEAS, CURRY OQ CHIPS WITH PEAS, CURRY 

HAiinmanBAi/v I SAUCE OR GRAVY £1.99 


Fix" 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 


94b Foxoak Street, Cradley Heath B64 5DP 

mm 



WE BUY - SELL - RENT - EXCHANGE 
Retro Games & Consoles 
Arcade Machines supplied to businesses 
All profits split on a 50/50 share basis 



89 COLLEY LANE, HALESOWEN 
B63 2UD 01384 564904 
~ OPENING TIMES: 

MONDAY - SATURDAY 11.30AM - 2.00PM 4.30PM - 10.00PM 
SUNDAY 4.30PM - 9.00PM 


ra 


Repairs and Upgrades 
Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 


‘ 70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 

► 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 
‘ Document L Compliant 
1 Shoot Bolt Locking 
• Sight Line Glazing 
1 Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 



White 
Light Oak 
Rosewood 
Woodgrain on White 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


IFENSAI 


^L&S 


PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


T Tel: 07891 333603 or 07896 999046 


CANT AFFORD 
A NEW BOILER? 
WELL NOW YOU CAN! 


. NEW BOILERS FRIED FOR CHRISTMAS FROM JUST 

email: Iandsplumbmg1@gmail.com ^ £17.99 PER MONTH / FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY... CALL TODAY 


• All Domestic Plumbing 

• Repairs & Installations 

• Boiler Replacements 

• Boiler Servicing 

• Bathroom & Kitchen Specialists 

• Full Central Heating Installations 

• Quality Skilled Gas Technicians 
Landlord Gas Safety Certificates Supplied 
AH Makes of Boilers Installed 7 Serviced 
Gas Boilers Serviced from just £40 

baxi wm^jcN 

AJ P ha HVdillanl' s 



‘A’ RATED 

BOILERS 


Fully Fitted From Only 


\ 


KBBI 


FOR FREE EXPERT ADVICE & QUOTE 

WITH NO CALLOUT CHARGE (at affordable realistic prices) 
Contact Lee or Stuart, 

L & S Plumbing & Heating, Unit 10B Foxoak Street, Cradley Heath B64 5DP 








































































































Fish & Chips for 1 p 






Standard Cod 
and Small Chips 

BUY 2 GET 3RD 
FOR ONLY IP 

(All day Monday and 
Tuesday-T&Cs apply) 


Spend over £15 
and get a 
FREE SMALL 
BOTTLE OF POP 
(500ml) 


" FRESH ROE 
NOW IN SEASON 


DUDLEY ROAD, HALESOWEN TEL: 0121 550 0229 


Hawne Hounds 
Mobile Dog 
Grooming 

• Microchipping £9.99 

• I come to you at a time to suit 
•All breeds groomed 

• Evenings & weekends 
welcome 

• Puppy Grooming 
training now available 

Telephone: 
07913 858281 

Email: hawnehounds@hotmail.com 
Website: www.hawnehounds.co.uk 


YOUR YEAR FOR A FABULOUS NEW FIGURE? 

MAKE 2015 THE YEAR YOU ACHIEVE THE FIGURE YOU DESERVE. 

Lose weight and inches in all the right places with G ymophobics unique Resisted Tension 
system that has helped more than 200,000 women throughout the UK. 

You will love the beautiful feminine surroundings, the friendly, welcoming staff and the VIP 
attention. You will love how the 'air’ machines take the work out of the 
workouts and take Just 30 minutes per visit. Best of all, you will love the fast results! 



GRAB A BARGAIN 

Logs £4.50 a bag 
20 kilos House Coal £7.50 a bag 
20 kilos Smokeless Coal £9.50 a bag 
Rock Salt £3.99 

Green Leevs Garden Centre fk 

52-53 Halesowen Street, Rowley Regis B65 0HF 1 

OPPOSITE SAINSBURYS BLACKHEATH 

Tel: 0121 561 1011 


Offer of the month 



L ^ 

nv 

”adi 


many more offers in store 


^APEX WINES 

Gorsty Hill Road, Halesowen, Rowley Regis B65 OEY 


|Nearly 40,000" bikes 


^ ^ ^ i>v$ 

Sale 

ON 
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Make the switch and save on energy bills 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


D udley borough residents 
looking to save cash in 
2015 can make a start 
by saving money on their 
energy bills and taking part in 
Dudley Council’s big switch 
campaign. 

Part of a national initiative, the scheme 
sees councils across the country taking 
part in a collective energy - switching 
auction. 

Energy companies compete during 
the auction to offer the best tariffs to 
people who sign up to the scheme. 
Participating residents then have the 
option of switching their energy supplier 
to the successful company. If they decide 
not to proceed then there is no obligation 
to do so. 

There have been five big switch 
auctions in Dudley over the past 18 
months. A total of 540 households have 
switched to a cheaper energy supplier, 
saving residents over £105,000. 


The next auction takes place on 
February 3 and residents need to sign up 
by February 2 in order to take part. 

Councillor Pete Fowe, leader of Dudley 
Council, said: 

“We know that meeting the demands 
of rising energy bills is difficult for 
a number of our residents so we are 
supporting this scheme to help people 
make savings. 

“The scheme works on the principle of 
offering bigger savings as we increase 
the number of people taking part.” 

People can register for free by simply 
calling Dudley Council Plus on 0300 
555 2345 or they can register online 
at www.dudley.gov.uk by following 
the link to the big switch. Anyone who 
wishes to take part will need a copy of 
their energy bill and details of the tariff 
they are currently on during registration. 

Once the auction has taken place, the 
successful energy companies will write 
to registrants with their offer. At this 
point people can choose to switch if they 
wish and enter into a new contract with 
the energy provider. 
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BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business name: Dudley Council Plus 
Phone number: 0300 555 2345 
Website: www.dudley.gov.uk 
Key Areas: Saving money on energy bills 
for residents in the Dudley borough 



“I switched and saved more than £200” 


Sign 


Dudley’ 


switch ai 
also save money on your energy 


could 


It brings people together to reduce their energy bills by switching suppliers collectively 

I-:-1 SiH 

Simply call Dudley Council Plus on 0300 555 2345 I / 


Register by 2 february 2015 


It’s free to register 
and there’s no 
obligation to switch 




Dudley 

Metropolitan Borough Council J 


You can also register online and find out more 
information at www.dudley.gov.uk/bigswitch 










New fitness and beauty centre 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


G YM 212 is not just a great 
place to work out but also 
very welcoming with a friendly 
environment which makes it the 
perfect place to escape from 
everyday life. 

The new fitness and beauty centre was recently 
taken over by fitness model and personal trainer 
Richard Edwards who fully believes in the one to 
one experience to get the best results. 

Richard has been involved with fitness for over 
12 years, however his break and inspiration to get 
serious in the industry came when he was selected 
from thousands for the Cover Model Competition 
of ‘Mens Health Magazine’ in 2012. This 
illustrious moment was a springboard for him to 
develop his craft and physique in the modelling 
world ‘and’ fitness industry, where he helps and 
supports others from applying his knowledge and 
motivation as a personal trainer and fitness 
TV host. 

Nutritional science 

His ethic is heavily based on sound nutritional 
science, applied to individual’s goals. Old school 
bodybuilding methodologies are utilized, with 
and additional element of health, fitness and 


most importantly ‘sustainability’ being applied... 
after all, unlike a body builder who has weeks or 
months to plan for a competition, a fitness models 
photo-shoots can come with less than 24 hours 
notice, therefore it’s a case of being prepared all 
year round so when the opportunity arises you 
will be ready and at the top of your game! 

Transformations 

Richard has suffered serious setbacks in recent 
years but has proven that amazing transformations 
are possible time and time again if you are willing 
to dedicate and apply a life of improvement. 

Supplements play a large part in Richard’s 


preparation and maintenance, he is a keen runner 
and enjoys entering events/races, the application 
and trialing of varying supplementation focuses 
not only on muscle promotion but supporting and 
developing new levels of fitness and performance, 
in the gym and on the road! 

Maximise 

He has been working closely with body building 
4 you (www.bodybuilding4you.co.uk) for some 
years now and is always trying new products to 
maximise all facets of a fitness model’s mind, 
endurance, strength and physique. Richard also 
gives advice for free at www.powerblog.co.uk 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business name: 

Cutting Edge PT @Gym212 
Address: 

212 Dudley Road, 

Halesowen B63 3NJ 
Telephone: 

0121 585 6777 
Key areas of activity: 

Fitness Centre, Personal Trainer, 
Beauty Therapy 


zuyeri 

li 1 I' 

COMMIT TO BE FIT 
FIND YOUR STRONG 


Get the Edge in 2015! 

JANUARY SALE 12 MONTHS MEMBERSHIP £212 

P k or £22 PER MONTH / 

INTRACT | I ^ 

mk NO JOINING FEE ^ I i 

■ • Running Club • Saunas 
I • Pilates • Salon 

I ‘Tima’ tn fiat in Cliana ■ • Boxercise -BeautyTherapies! 

IIIIIV* tv VJVt Ml SliagiCm ■•Functional • Sports Massage I 


mf % 


* 




• New Team 

• New Classes 

• Male and Female Personal 
Trainers 

• Separate Ladies Only Gym 


Extended Opening Hours in Jan 2015! 

WEEKDAYS 6am - 10pm 
SATURDAYS 7am-8pm 
SUNDAYS 7am - 5pm 


► Running Club 

* Pilates 

► Boxercise 

► Functional 
Fitness 

* 212 Challenges 

* 1-2-1 Personal 
Trainer From £10 

► Shake A Size 

► Sunbeds 


Saunas 

Salon 

Beauty Therapies 
Sports Massage 
Sports 

Supplements 
Free Support 
and Advice 
From Industry 
Professionals . 


212 Dudley Road, Halesowen B63 3NJ • 0121 585 6777 • admin@gym212.com 
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Cl IS FOR Gardening 


I IS FOR IJL Gas 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 



IS FOR Jesus 



pr^QHURCH 

Adult Sunday Morning Service 1 0.30am 
Children Aged 4-11 years Sunday Service 
1 0.30am 

01 21 580 0068 

Victoria Street, West Bromwich B70 8ET 
www.elimwestbrom.com 


3V[ IS FOE Najran Fencing 


ffESi 

■GiiftL 

OFFERS 11 

^ 13kg Butane £19 1 

jjfigP 3 fflUljS £53 


NOW IN STOCK. 


IS FOR One Stop Tyres 


ONE STOP TYRES AND 
INDOOR CARWASH 


NEW AND PART WORN TYRES 
EXPERT INDOOR HAND CAR WASH 

fyee- 

OPEN 7 DAYS. 07878 222405 

HEATH ROAD, DARLASTON WS10 8LP. 


4r IS FOR P Adams Fencing 


P Adams 

SHEDS AND FENCING 


• Sheds • Patios • Covering whole of 

• Play House • Turfing Midlands 

• Summerhouse • Garden Makeovers • Free Quotes 

• Gates • Bespoke Sheds JOBS 

• Fencing made to size and CONSIDERED BIG 

• Decking order OR SMALL 


0121 423 3051 / 07530 258059 


IS FOR Quality Repairs 

AUTHORISED DYSON REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

New and Reconditioned 
Appliances available 



DOMESTICS 


Appliance Sales, Spares, Repairs and Service 

92 Old Walsall Road, Great Barr, Birmingham 
Telephone 0121-358 0186 


^ IS FOR Sandwell Stone 



WE SUPPLY AND FITrpj 
TYPES OF FENCING 

SLABBING www.sandwellstoneandfencing.coi 

v v. 0800 955 3865 
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T» FOR T K Products _ ^jflS FOR Unicom Day Nursery ^ IS FOR Vehicle Repairs 


T K PRODUCTS HAVE MOVED 



Specialising in 

i > Conservatories, windows, door 

L fascias, soffits and firestone rub, 

- roofing to the public and trade 


www.tkproductsonline.co.uk 
Call Now on 0121 520 7710 / 07588 428221 



School 

HdUWW Ouo 

At Unicorn Day Nursery 
Shelsley Avenue 
Oldbury 
0121 552 5242 
From 7.30am - 6pm 
Includes Breakfast, Hot Lunch & TesP 
& Snacks and Drinks throughout the day. 
Please call for more details and ask about o 
programme of activities which 
include Cooking, Loom Bands, Arts 
and Crafts, Sports, Library Visits 
and a trip to the Cinema. 


Motor 


Motor Body Work Specialists 
Insurance Approved 
From a minor bump to major repairs 
FREE local pick up and delivery 
FREE estimates and written quotes 





Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 

30 Years Experience 


Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


IS FOR Wheel Repair 


CarCareRepair 

The Premier Specialist In Body Work & Wheel Refurbishment 

• Accident damage repairs • Powder coating 

• Mobile alloy repair service • Free courtesy car 

• Alloy wheel refurbishment • Paintless dent removal 

• Bespoke colour matching • Pick up/Drop off service 

Approved by main dealers 
10% DISCOUNT QUOTE CHRON 
carcarerepair.co.uk Call: 0121 520 7000 
Unit 3, Factory Road, Tipton DY4 9AU 




IS FOR XceUent peace of mind 


« Window Warehouse Ltd 


»Windows + Porches 
» Conservatories, Patio Doors 
» Composite Doors 
» Window + Door Repairs 
» Fascia Guttering 




IS FOR Yew Tree 



Yew 

Tree 


Yew Tree Nursing Home 

Offering you nursing expe 
and expertise in our idyllic 


lerience 
lie retreat 

ensuring your stay with us feels like 
home from home. 

We offer 

• 24 hour nursing 

• Single and doub 

• Weekly activity packages, day trips pub visits etc 

• Home cooked meals prepared by our 5* rated kitchens 

• Large gardens where you can become friends with our Shetland 
pony, cat, and rabbit 

Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley B62 ONX 
Tel: 01562 710809 


IS FOR A Zee Fix 

■“fi -iQQ 

fT» EH 

Rosewood 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED PHONE TOD7 

Fix^™ 

DOUBLE GLAZING 
INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 1 

■ Mobile: 07769 975841 1 

1 ❖ 70mm Internally Glazed 1 

High Security Frames ❖ 1 

■ ♦ 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units ❖ 1 

❖ Shoot Bolt Locking ♦ 1 

❖ Sight Line Glazing ❖ 1 

❖ Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 ❖ 1 

IY FOR A FREE QUOTATION | 
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Tributes to the 
super troupers 

ABBA fans are in for a 
treat with two top tributes 
to the Swedish pop won¬ 
ders of the 1970s and 80s 
taking place. 

Abba Mania celebrate 40 
years since Agnetha, Bjorn, 
Benny and Anni-Frid won 
Eurovision by playing the 
hits at Wolverhampton’s 
Grand Theatre tomor¬ 
row night (Friday), whilst 
Bootleg Abba take their 
opportunity to thank them 
for the music at Bilston’s 
Robin 2 next Saturday, 
January 31. The Robin 
show will also feature the 
Bee Geez Downunder. 

There’s more nostalgia 
at the Grand this Satur¬ 
day with the Sensational 
60s Experience featuring 
Herman’s Hermits, Dave 
Berry, The Swinging Blue 
Jeans and The Union Gap, 
among others. 

Three comedians 
stand up at club 

A NIGHT of stand-up 
comedy and a three-course 
meal is being hosted by a 
Black Country rugby club. 

Dudley comic Wayne 
Beese leads the acts on the 
bill tomorrow night (Fri¬ 
day) at Stourbridge Rugby 
Club’s Stourton Park 
ground, off Bridgnorth 
Road. 

Joining rising star 
Wayne will be improviser 
Ben Briggs and Brummie 
comedian Andy White. 

Tickets cost £20 which 
includes the meal. The 
show starts at 7.30pm. 

Call John Slim on 07989 
786913, the club on (01384) 
395000 or email linda@ 
stourbridgerugby.com 


Theatre group see Peter Pan put 
on trial for refusing to grow up 


Harvey is 
revived at 
The Rep 

MAUREEN Lipman, fond¬ 
ly remembered as the BT 
grannie, will join Gimme 
Gimme Gimme actor 
James Dreyfus in Lindsay 
Posner’s new production 
of 1940s American come¬ 
dy Harvey at Birmingham 
Rep next month, before 
heading for the West End. 

The Broadway come¬ 
dy-drama by Mary Chase 
was made into a classic 
movie starring James 
Stewart as Elwood P Dowd 
who, to the dismay of his 
family, has an unwavering 
friendship with a six-foot 
tall rabbit called Harvey, 
who is invisible to every¬ 
one else. The production is 
based on the Broadway re¬ 
vival of 2012 which starred 
Jim Parsons, from TV’s Big 
Bang Theory, as Dowd. 

Lipman, who was at 
the Rep in 2013 in Oliver 
Cotton’s Daytona, plays 
Dowd’s exasperated sister. 

It is at the Centenary 
Square venue from Febru¬ 
ary 6 to 21. 



AN UPCOMING play will see Peter Pan head back to Neverland and 
then stand trial for refusing to grow up. 

The Trial of Peter Pan, which will have a free performance at the Birming¬ 
ham Rep’s Door venue, features a cast made up entirely of actors with learning 
disabilities from the Stourbridge-based Side by Side theatre group. 

Director Susan Wallin MBE, aged 71, from Norton, said: “In our play Peter is all grown 
up and the whole play has been inspired by the idea in the original JM Barrie work that 
Wendy’s daughter was the next to go with him. 

“I decided To carry that on and our play ^ 


features her great-granddaughter Angela. 
However, every time Peter comes back to 
our world he ages and he is now 47 but 
thinks he is still a child, so he is put on trial 
for refusing to grow up.” 

The play will be shown for free at the 
Birmingham Rep on Saturday, January 31, 
and will receive a full run at the Stourbridge 
Town Hall in June. 

Actors 

Mrs Wallin said the theatre group had re¬ 
ceived several awards. 

“They are all dedicated theatrical actors,” 
she said. “We have performed at the Edin¬ 
burgh Fringe as well as abroad in Sweden 
and Prague. 

“The actors’ ability to take on the chal¬ 
lenges of learning great swathes of lines, as 
well as being responsible for moving their 
own set on the stage, is remarkable.” 

The group is entirely self-funded and Mrs 
Wallin said it was currently on the lookout 
for new members. 

She said: “The only prerequisites are that 
they have to be dedicated and have a real 
interest in theatre. 

“This is not a club but a real theatre 
group that requires commitment and a ded¬ 
ication to the arts.” 

The show at the Rep will run from 
12.30pm to 1pm on The Door stage. Tickets 
are free and can be booked via birming ham- 
rep.co.uk or by calling 0121 236 4455. 



From left, David Atkins, James Emtage 
and Susie Schartz rehearse for Side 
By Side’s The Trial of Peter Pan 


It’s not the only Pan-tastic production at 
The Rep as the main house hosts riotous 
comedy Peter Pan Goes Wrong, Mischief 
Theatre’s spoof about an accident-prone 
theatre company in similar vein to their hit 
production The Play That Goes Wrong. It’s 
on from Tuesday to Sunday. 

Brian Conley stars in circus musical Bar- 
num at Wolverhampton Grand from Tues¬ 
day to Saturday. Science fiction rock ‘n’ roll 
musical Return To The Forbidden Planet 
shows robots rock at Birmingham’s New 
Alexandra Theatre, Monday to Saturday. 


Classic rock and 
some horror too 

SINGER Paul Carrack, 
the voice of Mike & The 
Mechanics and Ace, will 
be in concert at the Sym¬ 
phony Hall, Birmingham, 
on Saturday night with old 
favourites and songs from 
his recent Rain or Shine 
album. 

Other gigs include Queen 
fronted by Adam Lambert 
at the Barclaycard Arena 
tomorrow (Friday), the 
Mark Lanegan Band at 
Digbeth’s The Institute on 
Monday and vintage jump 
jive from King Pleasure 
& The Biscuit Boys at the 
Robin 2 on Thursday. 

Horror rockers Slipknot 
are at the Barclaycard 
Arena on Tuesday — fans 
of the macabre may also 
want to check out Night of 
the Zombie by The Circus 
of Horrors at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Civic Hall on Saturday. 

Solo or Bust’ for 
singer Charlie 

THE one refusenik to the 
hugely successful McBust- 
ed venture, former Busted 
lead singer Charlie Simp¬ 
son, brings his folk-influ¬ 
enced songs to Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Slade Rooms on 
Tuesday. 

Simpson, unlike his ce¬ 
lebrity former bandmates, 
has not joined the super¬ 
group blend of McFly and 
Busted who have been en¬ 
joying arena-sized success 
around the country. In¬ 
stead he will be performing 
without a band for the first 
time in intimate acoustic 
shows performing songs 
from his top ten album 
Long Road Home. 

Tickets cost £16.50. Call 
0870 320 7000. 





Great Bar...Great Food... 
Great Ent erta inment... 

Knigms Ques 

FRIDAY 23RD JANUARY i 

/ m DAZZLER! FOLLOWED k 

> jt BY SHANES DISCO 

, SATURDAY 24TH JANUARY lA 

•'^ ^ \ j THE RIVER REA BAND 

• ' ** ^ SUNDAY 25TH JANUARY m 

\ , STARMAKERS SUNDAY M 

rr 0 * , * ^ KARAOKE PARTY / \ ■ 

* ^ . * 1 MONDAY 26TH JANUARY 

rr W 9 * THE QUEST FUN QUIZ & ) 

•-r ► KARAOKE SHOW 0^ I 

- ^ J TUESDAY 27TH JANUARY 

•I ^KARAOKE WITH PREDATOR 

, .Jr WEDNESDAY 28TH JANUARY 

V\ ] WEDNESDAY NIGHT WITH YANA 

1 \ # THURSDAY 29TH JANUARY 

' N STARMAKERS KARAOKE ■ i 11 . 


serve 


High Street, Blackheath 

Tel: 0121 561 5599 


We serve until lam on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, 
lam Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday 


Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 


DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 


BOWENS 


NEW 2015 BROCHURE 
NOW AVAILABLE OR 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE 



GUARANTEED 3* & 4* HOTELS 
ARE USED FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT 


HOLIDAYS FROM 2 -10 DAYS 


Huge choices 

Large number of varied excursions included. 
Single person Holidays 
Competitively priced 

EARLY BOOKING DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 


• Luxury coaches with tables and extra leg room 

• Wash room facilities • Friendly and courteous staff 

• Door to door pick ups and many free pick ups available. 

LOCAL COMPANY BASED IN THE WEST MIDLANDS 


14 Peckingham Street, Halesowen 
Opening Times 9.00am-4.30pm Monday-Saturday 

www.bowensholidays.com 
Telephone: 0121 559 1237 
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CHOICE 



Alfred Hitchcock 


Holocaust: Night Will Fall 
(Channel 4,9pm) 

With Holocaust Memorial Day 
taking place on January 27,2015, 
this timely documentary reflects 
on the time Allied forces liberated 
the Nazi concentration camps in 
1944-45. Their shocking 
discoveries revealed the full 
horror of what had happened for 
the first time. With the aid of 
British, American and Soviet 
footage, the Ministry of 
Information’s Sidney Bernstein 
aimed to create a documentary 
that would provide undeniable, 
lasting evidence of the Nazis’ 
horrific crimes. However, before it 
could be completed, and despite 
initial support from the British and 
US Governments, the film was 
mothballed; it was deemed too 
sensitive for the changing political 
climate. Now, seven decades on, 
and with help from the Imperial 
War Museums, Bernstein’s film 
has been restored and completed. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 

12.10 Football Focus. 1.00 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 2.00 Homes Underthe 
Hammer. (R) 3.00 Escape to the 
Continent. (R) 4.00 Final Score. 5.20 
Pointless Celebrities. (R) 

6.10 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

6.30 Now You See It. The best and 
worst of the magic world, 
featuring a man who disguises 
himself as an armchair and 
strange happenings in a chip 
shop, as well as a few tricks going 
wrong. 

7.00 The Voice UK. Emma Willis and 
Marvin Humes join the hopefuls 
backstage for the third round of 
blind auditions. As usual, coaches 
Tom Jones, William, Ricky 
Wilson and Rita Ora decide 
whether they want the acts based 
purely on their singing voices, 
spinning in their chairs to show 
their interest. Tonight’s hopefuls 
include a YouTube sensation once 
signed with Justin Timberlake’s 
record label, a Lady Gaga tribute 
act and a former member of 1980s 
charts stars Black Lace - although 
whether he tries to impress the 
coaches with a verse of two of 
Agadoo remains to be seen. 

8.25 The National Lottery: Win Your 
Wish List. Shane Richie hosts the 
game show in which two 
contestants answer questions to 
try to win each other’s dream 
prizes. Including the lottery draws, 
presented by Gaby Roslin. 

9.15 Casualty. Rita gets a shock when 
her ex-husband turns up at the 
hospital. Connie’s daughter Grace 
goes missing, while Lofty deals 
with a patient who thinks her child 
is being abused. 

10.05 BBC News; Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day: FA Cup 
Highlights. Gabby Logan presents 
highlights of the fourth-round 
matches, including Birmingham 
City v West Bromwich Albion at St 
Andrew’s and Chelsea v Bradford 
City at Stamford Bridge; National 
Lottery Update. 

11.55The Football League Show. 

Manish Bhasin presents highlights 
and all the goals from the latest 
fixtures. 

12.55 Film: Primeval. (2007)2.25 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.30 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.00 Film: San Demetrio, London. 

(1 943) 7.35 Film: Angels One Five. 

(1953) 9.10 Fred Dibnah’s Age of Steam. 

(R) 9.40 Fred Dibnah’s Age of Steam. 

(R) 10.10 British Isles: A Natural History. 

(R) 11.00 FA Cup Rewind: Fourth-Round 

Classics. 12.00 James Martin: Home 

Comforts. (R) 12.30 The Churchill 

Obituary. 1.30 Great Britons. (R) 2.30 

Live International Bowls. The World 

Indoor Championships. 4.30 Somerset: 

After the Floods. (R) 5.30 Flog It! 

6.30 Porridge. (R) 

7.00 The Two Ronnies Sketchbook. 
Ronnie Corbett and Ronnie Barker 
present another selection of 
favourite monologues, musical 
numbers and sketches, including 
the classic Fork Handles. Last in 
the series. (R) 

7.30 Ronnie Barker: The Many Faces 

Of. The story of a quiet, dedicated 
man who might have been a bank 
manager, but went on to become 
one of the nation’s most popular 
comedy stars. Ben Elton, Michael 
Grade, David Renwickand 
Josephine Tewson are among 
friends and colleagues who 
remember his partnership with 
Ronnie Corbett in sketch show 
The Two Ronnies, as skinflint 
grocer Arkwright in Open All 
Hours and crafty prisoner Fletch in 
Porridge. There is also a look at 
his prolific writing career and his 
work as an actor in serious roles. 
(R) 

8.30 The Two Ronnies: The Studio 
Recordings. A collection of 
unedited takes from the classic 
comedy show, featuring both 
famous and more obscure 
sketches from programmes 
recorded in 1979 and 1980. (R) 

9.00 Holbein: Eye of the Tudors-A 
Culture Show Special. Waldemar 
Januszczak looks at the life and 
career of Henry Vlll’s court artist 
Hans Holbein, exploring where he 
came from and examining the 
unsettling secrets hidden in his 
work. 

10.00 Film: The Artist. (2011) A1920s 
movie actor gives an actress her 
big break, but his career suffers 
with the advent of sound. Oscar- 
winning silent drama, starring 
Jean Dujardin and Berenice Bejo. 

11 .35 International Bowls. The World 
Indoor Championships. Highlights 
of the Open Singles semi-finals. 

12.35 Film: Thirteen Days. (2000) 2.50 

This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 

7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. 8.30 Scrambled!: 

Horrid Henry. (R) 8.50 Scrambled!: Hulk 
and the Agents of Smash. 9.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 10.20 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.20 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.25 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 1.35 The Undriveables. (R) 2.05 
Who’s Doing the Dishes? (R) 3.05 Doc 
Martin. (R) 4.05 Big Star’s Little Star. (R) 
5.05 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.15 ITV News; Weather. 5.30 
You’ve Been Framed! Top 100 Senior 
Moments. (R) 

6.30 Planet’s Got Talent. Highlights 
from the global Got Talent 
franchise, including a Michael 
Jackson-themed diabolo juggler, a 
farmyard animal impressionist 
and a moped stuntwoman. 

7.00 Harry Hill’s Stars in Their Eyes. A 
sales assistant, a senior manager 
of a tanning salon chain, a 
children’s singing tutor, a mother 
and a student impersonate 
famous singers as they vie for a 
place in the final. 

8.05 Take Me Out. Sales consultant 
Lewis from Glasgow, strongman 
Archie from Wiltshire, toy 
designer Adam from Cornwall and 
model Scott from London vie for 
the attentions of 30 single women, 
intent on capturing their interest 
and securing a date. However, first 
they must get the female 
participants to keep their lights on 
as a sign of approval. Host Paddy 
McGuinness monitors their 
progress and reviews the dating 
action from last week’s couples on 
the Isle of Fernandos. 

9.20 The Jonathan Ross Show. New 
series. The host is joined by Take 
That, Kingsman: The Secret 
Service stars Colin Firth and Taron 
Egerton, actress Caroline Ouentin 
and comedienne Katherine Ryan. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.30 Film: Bridget Jones: The Edge of 
Reason. (2004) Comedy sequel, 
starring Renee Zellweger, Colin 
Firth and Hugh Grant. 

12.30 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.35 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.00 
Snowdon Race 2014. 7.55 The Morning 
Line. 9.00 The King of Dueens. (R) 9.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 10.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 10.30 
Frasier. (R) 11.00 Frasier. (R) 11.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.55 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 12.25 Speed with Guy 
Martin. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. Live 
coverage from Cheltenham and 
Doncaster. 4.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
5.00 The Simpsons. (R) 5.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 

6.00 Channel 4 News. 

6.30 The Restoration Man. A London 
couple have a dramatic vision for a 
wartime airfield control tower in 
the Highlands, but find the 
restoration of the 700 window 
panes swallows 40 per cent of 
their budget. (R) 

7.30 Guy Martin’s Spitfire. In May 

1940, a Mark 1 Spitfire was shot 
down and crash-landed on a 
beach in northern France, where it 
slowly sank into the sand. The 
wreckage was finally recovered in 
the 1980s and stored in France for 
more than 20 years. Guy Martin 
joins a two-year project to rebuild 
the aeroplane, revealing the 
engineering and skills involved, 
and providing a fitting homage to 
the bravery of everyone involved 
in its service. (R) 

9.00 Film: Holocaust: Night Will Fall. 

(2014) Premiere. In 1945, the 
Ministry of Information’s Sidney 
Bernstein was commissioned to 
make a documentary that would 
provide undeniable evidence of 
the Nazis’ crimes. He assembled a 
team of film-makers including 
Alfred Hitchcock to record the true 
horror of the concentration 
camps, but despite initial 
government support, the project 
was deemed too politically 
sensitive and never broadcast. 
Now, 70 years later, Bernstein’s 
film has been restored and 
completed by the Imperial War 
Museum, and this programme 
tells the story of its creation. 
Narrated by Helena Bonham 
Carter. 

10.20Film: Unstoppable. (2010) Tony 
Scott’s action thriller, with Denzel 
Washington and Chris Pine. 

12.10 Film: The Departed. (2006) 2.45 
Hollyoaks. (R) 5.00 SuperScrimpers: 
Winter Survival Tips. (R) 5.55 NFL: Rush 
Zone. 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Access. 10.40 
Ice Road Truckers. (R) 11.35 Ice Road 
Truckers. (R) 12.30 Ice Road Truckers. 
(R) 1.25 Film: Columbo: Death Hits the 
Jackpot. (1991) Detective drama, with 
Peter Falk and Rip Torn. 3.25 Film: 
Columbo: Murder Under Glass. (1978) 
Crime drama, starring Peter Falk. 5.00 
Film: Columbo: A Matter of Honour. 
(1976) Crime drama, starring Peter Falk. 

6.25 Elvis by the Presleys. Tribute to 
Elvis Presley, featuring candid 
interviews with his ex-wife 
Priscilla and their daughter Lisa 
Marie, plus private photographs 
and home movies from the 
Presley archives, along with 
vintage performance material. The 
Presleys also offer personal 
insights into various aspects of 
Elvis’s life, including his tours, 
time in Hollywood and personal 
relationships. (R) 

8.05 Elvis-The 1968Comeback 
Special. The singer’s classic TV 
special, which saw him make a 
return to live performance after 
more than eight years away, with 
the show featuring an array of 
musical set-pieces, including a 
jam session with his old backing 
band and a mini-musical. Songs 
include Heartbreak Hotel, Hound 
Dog, All Shook Up, Jailhouse 
Rock, Don’t Be Cruel, Love Me 
Tender, Trouble, Can’t Help Falling 
in Love and Gospel Medley. (R) 
9.05 5 News Weekend. 

9.15 Celebrity Big Brother. Catching 
up with the celebrities as they 
react to Friday night’s eviction, 
revealing how the departure has 
affected the remaining contestants 
- and whether the outcome of the 
public vote has anyone else 
fearing for their place in the 
competition. 

10.15CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. 

New series. Julie discovers a 
bomb has been planted in her car, 
while DB gets a phone call 
demanding he confess to arresting 
the wrong man in a serial killer 
case. 

11.15 Law & Order. New series. Cyrus 
Lupo returns to New York after 
four years abroad, and he and 
Green investigate two suicides 
that seem to be linked. 

12.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 Celebrity Big 
Brother. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 4.25 
Make It Big. (R) 5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 
5.40 Roarvthe Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes 8.00 Top 
Gear 9.00 Film: Eagle Eye (2008) 10.50 
Family Guy 1.55 Crims 2.25 Uncle 
BBC Four 

7.00 Serengeti: Unnatural Histories 8.00 
Bright Lights, Brilliant Minds: A Tale of 
Three Cities 9.00 Spiral 10.55 Only 
Yesterday: The Carpenters’ Story 11.55 
Duets at the BBC 12.55 Top of the Pops: 

1980 1.30 Sounds of the 70s 2: Art 
House Glam - Get in the Swing 2.00 
Bright Lights, Brilliant Minds: A Tale of 
Three Cities 3.00 Only Yesterday: The 
Carpenters’ Story 4.00 Close 

ITV2 

11.15 The Cube: Celebrity Special 12.15 
Film: Homeward Bound: The Incredible 
Journey (1993) 2.00 Funniest Ever 
You’ve Been Framed! 3.00 You’ve Been 
Framed! 4.35 Film: Nanny McPhee and 
the Big Bang (2010) 6.50 Film: Ocean’s 
Thirteen (2007) 9.20 Take Me Out-The 
Gossip 10.05 Film: I Am Legend (2007) 
12.00 Film: Couples Retreat (2009) 2.10 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 

2.35 Pixie Lott: The Hot Desk 2.45 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

1.55 Wycliffe 3.05 Film: Carry On Loving 
(1970) 4.55 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
7.00 Doc Martin 8.00 Foyle’s War 10.00 
Lewis 12.05 Wycliffe 1.10 Bomb Girls 
1.55 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

1.35 Africa Cup of Nations Highlights 

2.35 Film: Battle of the Bulge (1965) 

5.50 Storage Wars 6.45 Storage Wars: 
Texas 7.45 Film: Driven (2001) 10.00 
Africa Cup of Nations Highlights 11.00 
Film: 8 Mile (2002) 1.15 Film: South 
Park: Bigger, Longer & Uncut (1999) 

2.35 Nitro Circus 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.35 New Girl 12.30 Melissa & Joey 

1.30 How I Met Your Mother 2.30 The 
Big Bang Theory 3.30 Bad(ish) Robots 

4.30 Rude(ish) Tube 5.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 8.00 The 100 9.00 Film: Hot Tub 
Time Machine (2010) 11.00 The 
Inbetweeners 12.10 How I Met Your 
Mother 1.10 Don’t Trust the B**** in 
Apartment 23 2.10 The Cleveland Show 

3.15 One Tree Hill 4.00 Desperate 
Housewives 4.40 The Tomorrow People 
Film4 

11.00 Destination Gobi (1953) 1.00 The 
Three Musketeers (1993) 3.05 Carry On 
Up the Khyber (1968) 4.50 Only You 
(1994) 7.00 America’s Sweethearts 
(2001) 9.00 Hitman (2007) 10.50 In Fear 
(2013) 12.30 Scary Movie (2000) 2.10 
Basket Case 3 (1992) 3.55 Close 



NOT 

your fault? 



Your claim 
will be handled 
by friendly 
specialist 
solicitors who 
are local to you. 


Vtfiddleton c Durnmcr 


FREE HOME 
0121 544 


VISITS 

4788 


Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands B69 4QX 


C.A. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your 
refurbishment needs on plastering, 
boarding, overboarding, partitions, 
re-skimming and artex covering. Quality 
rendering and terrolining. 

^ to* 


07538718264 



THE PERFECT ANTIDOTE 
TO THE JANUARY BLUES! 
MARY CHASE’S 

PULITZER PRIZE WINNING COMEDY 



Maureen Lipman is Desmond Barrit is Ingrid Oliver is David Bamber is 
VetaDowd Judge Omar Gaffney Myrtle Mae Simmons William R Chumley 


ujprn 

?Ktr 0121 236 4455 

Bingham Repertory Theatre 


C WANTCD S 

CASH WAITING 

Any make model 
considered 

Tel: 07939 364189 
0121 609 4189 


Your time, 
your skills, 
their future 

Believe in 
children 

tUi Bamardo's 


Could you Care for a Child 
with a Disability? 


We arc currently looking' for Overnight Short 
Break Carers in the Worcestershire, Dudley 
and Sand well areas, to care for a local child or 
young person with a disability for a couple of 
nights per month or more. 


If you want to know more about being a 
abort break oarer pletuse contact u*s for 
a chat with our friendly staff 

Barnardo*® 

Midlands Overnight Short Dreaks 
to Contra Court. Vina I«ana, 

Hala&nwan. B63 3EB 


For more information: 

0121 r*r >o 1222 

email: moestHffbaniartioB org.uk 


licios 
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CHOICE 



Zoe Wanamaker 


Mr Self ridge 
(ITV, 9pm) 

For newcomers, this 
returning drama is inspired by 
the life of charismatic 
American entrepreneur, 

Harry Gordon Selfridge and 
series three picks up in 
1919, just after the end of the 
First World War. There’s no 
shortage of familiar faces 
joining the cast, including 
Zoe Wanamaker (My 
Family) as Russian Princess 
Marie de Bolotoff; Rosalie 
Selfridge is played by Kara 
Tointon (EastEnders) and 
Kara’s sister, Hannah, 
plays her rebellious sibling, 
Violette. In the first of the new 
run, the shadow of war is 
brightened by a wedding as 
Harry’s eldest daughter, 
Rosalie, ties the knot 
with Princess Marie’s 
handsome son Serge (Leon 
Ockenden). 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day: 

FA Cup Highlights. (R) 9.00 The Andrew 
MarrShow. 10.00 The Big Questions. 
11.00 Sunday Politics. 12.15 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Match of the Day Live. Bristol City v West 
Ham United (Kick-off 2.00pm). 4.05 
Escape to the Country. (R) 4.35 Songs 
of Praise. 5.10 Nature’s Boldest Thieves. 
6.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

6.30 Countryfile. The team is in the 
Highlands of Scotland, following 
in the footsteps of Robert Burns. 
John Craven is at the Falls of 
Foyers on the banks of Loch Ness, 
finding out about the poet’s 
Highland tour and how the area is 
such a stronghold for the elusive 
red squirrel. He also visits 
Killiecrankie, where he meets a 
fiddle player inspired by a 
contemporary of Burns. Ellie 
Harrison speaks to photographers 
and poets who take inspiration 
from the landscape, and heads 
into the Cairngorms, where she 
learns to drive a pony and 
carriage. Plus, Tom Heap 
investigates the problem of food 
poisoning from chickens. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. A few 
mysterious goings-on in the shop 
convince Granville the place is 
haunted by Arkwright, and a 
surprise visitor from the past gets 
the entire street talking. Last in the 
series. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Barbara treats a 
first-time mother, but the birth 
does not go according to plan. 
Sister Julienne worries about 
Nonnatus House’s financial 
problems, and a new nurse 
arrives. 

9.00 Last Tango in Halifax. Caroline 
receives a worrying phone call to 
say the police have baby Flora and 
her nanny Holly is in the cells. 
Gillian is angry when Gary offers 
to pay for her wedding. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day: FA Cup 
Highlights. Mark Chapman 
presents action from the latest 
fourth-round matches. 

11.30 The Apprentice USA. Surviving 
candidates Meat Loaf, Marlee 
Matlin, Dionne Warwick and 
others are tasked with creating an 
advert for a new videophone. 

12.55 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.00 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.15 Great British Garden Revival. (R) 

7.15 Glorious Gardens from Above. (R) 
8.00 Countryfile. (R) 9.00 The Football 
League Show. (R) 10.00 FA Cup Rewind: 
Fourth-Round Classics. 11.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 12.30 James Martin’s 
Food Map of Britain. (R) 12.45 Film: The 
Long and the Short and the Tall. (1960) 
Second World War drama, starring 
Laurence Harvey. 2.30 Live International 
Bowls. The World Indoor 
Championships. 5.15 Ski Sunday. 

6.00 Film: Real Steel. (2011) 

Premiere. In the future, boxing 
matches between eight-foot 
robots are one of the world’s 
biggest sporting draws. A 
washed-up human prizefighter 
finds an abandoned android and 
sets about restoring it to become a 
potential champion, a project that 
reunites him with his estranged 
11 -year-old son. Sci-fi drama, 
starring Hugh Jackman, Dakota 
Goyo and Evangeline Lilly. Edited 
for daytime broadcast. 

8.00 Top Gear. New series. Jeremy 
Clarkson, Richard Hammond and 
James May are in Russia as the 
motoring magazine returns, taking 
part in a race across the urban 
landscape of St Petersburg. 

James defends the honour of the 
car in a very small Renault, 

Richard tries to prove that 
pedalling is faster by riding a 
bicycle, while Jeremy attempts to 
demonstrate that water is the 
quickest way across town by 
piloting a hovercraft. To make 
matters more complicated, all 
three presenters are racing not 
only one another but also the Stig, 
who is making his way toward the 
finish line by public transport. 

Plus, the new Lamborghini 
Huracan is put through its paces 
and a celebrity takes to the test 
track for Star in a Reasonably 
Priced Car. 

9.00 Dragons’ Den. The business ideas 
contest returns after a mid-series 
break, with Kelly Hoppen, Piers 
Linney, Peter Jones, Deborah 
Meaden and Duncan Bannatyne 
evaluating more pitches. 

10.00 Film: Shadow Dancer. (2012) 
Premiere. Thriller, starring Andrea 
Riseborough, Clive Owen and 
Gillian Anderson. 

11.35 Billionaire’s Paradise: Inside 
Necker Island. (R) 

12.35 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 1.30 
Holby City. (R) 2.30 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 

7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 

Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Horrid Henry. (R) 8.50 Scrambled!: 
Deadtime Stories. (R) 9.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 11.30 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.35 ITV News; Weather. 12.40 
Harry Hill’s Stars in Their Eyes. (R) 1.35 
Catchphrase. (R) 2.20 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 4.15 Film: The Man with 
the Golden Gun. (1974) 

6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Get Your Act Together. Actor Nigel 
Havers, 1980s pop star Sinitta, TV 
presenter Gaby Roslin, comedian 
Rufus Hound and rapper Chip are 
paired with leading variety acts to 
compete for a place in the final. 

8.15 All Star Family Fortunes. New 
series. Hairy Biker Dave Myers 
and Coronation Street’s Jack P 
Shepherd team up with their 
families in an attempt to win a 
jackpot of £30,000 for charity. 
Vernon Kay hosts. 

9.00 Mr Selfridge. New series. Harry is 
grief-stricken as the family gathers 
for Rose’s funeral, but nine 
months later and the Selfridges 
are in high spirits at Rosalie’s 
wedding to a Russian aviator. 
10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Churchill: 100 Days That Saved 
Britain. Drama-documentary 
drawing on letters, diaries 

and the testimony of Winston 
Churchill’s personal physician to 
depict his triumphant first 
three months as prime minister in 
1940. 

11.20 The Undriveables. A woman who 
hates going above 30mph tries to 
get up to speed, while a man with 
spatial awareness issues struggles 
to get a feel of the width of his car. 
(R) 

11.50 The Chase. Bradley Walsh 
presents as four contestants 
answer general knowledge 
questions and work as a team to 
take on ruthless quiz genius the 
Chaser and secure a cash prize. 

(R) 

12.45 The Store. 2.30 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.10 ITV Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.45 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.10 How I 
Met Your Mother. (R) 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 

8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 

12.30 Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday Night 
Feast. (R) 1.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

1.55 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

3.30 Film: Maid in Manhattan. (2002) 
Romantic comedy, with Jennifer Lopez. 

5.35 Channel 4 News. 

6.00 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. 
Mike and Louan McGrane have 
long dreamt of moving to the 
Caribbean and have chosen the 
idyllic Cayman Islands as the 
perfect place for a relocation in 
five years’ time. With a budget of 
£250,000, Jonnie Irwin sets about 
showing them five properties that 
fit the bill. 

7.00 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent. Phil 
Spencer seeks buyers for two 
shabby semis in the north of 
England. Former cabbie Allan 
wants to move out of his family 
home of 33 years in Gosforth, 
Newcastle, while Dawn and Daz 
are surprised their house in 
Ripponden, West Yorkshire, is 
having trouble selling, until the 
property expert points out their 
bare walls, dodgy doors, dark 
decor and rather risque artworks. 
8.00 The Hotel. Mark decides to bring 
Torquay’s Gay Pride to the 
Cavendish, hoping the event will 
be highly profitable, but to 
guarantee a big crowd he needs to 
book a headlining celebrity. 

9.00 Walking the Nile. Reaching his 
final country, Egypt, Levison’s 
journey takes him through 
strongholds for the Muslim 
Brotherhood opposition group, 
where security must be tightened. 
Last in the series. 

10.008 Out of 10 Cats Does 

Countdown. Team captains Sean 
Lock and Jon Richardson are 
joined by Reginald D Hunter and 
Aisling Bea, while Holly Walsh is in 
Dictionary Corner with Susie Dent. 
Jimmy Carr hosts. (R) 

11.05 Film: Evil Dead. (2013) Premiere. 
Horror remake, with Jane Levy. 

12.55 The Last Leg. (R) 1.50 Film: Joe 
Somebody. (2001) 3.30 Kirstie’s Best of 
Both Worlds. (R) 4.25 River Cottage 
Bites. (R) 4.35 SuperScrimpers. (R) 

5.05 SuperScrimpers 2013 Resolutions. 
(R) 5.30 Face the Clock. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.40 
The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.55 Chloe’s 
Closet. 7.05 Oily the Little White Van. (R) 

7.10 Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.25 Make 
Way for Noddy. (R) 7.35 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.55 Little Princess. (R) 8.05 The 
Adventures of Bottle Top Bill and His 
Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.20 Bert and 
Ernie’s Great Adventures. (R) 8.25 
Wanda and the Alien. 8.30 Milkshake! 
Bop Box. (R) 8.40 Zack and Quack. (R) 

8.55 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

9.10 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 LazyTown. 

(R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 
(R) 10.35 Access. (R) 10.50 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 11.45 The Hotel Inspector. 
(R) 12.45 The Hotel Inspector. (R) 1.40 
Film: Dudley Do-Right. (1999) Comedy, 
starring Brendan Fraser. 3.20 Film: 
Cheaper By the Dozen 2. (2005) Comedy 
sequel, starring Steve Martin. 5.05 Film: 
Zookeeper. (2011) Comedy, starring 
Kevin James. 

7.00 Film: Bulletproof Monk. (2003) A 
mysterious Tibetan monk is 
entrusted with protecting an 
ancient and mystical scroll. As 
modern-day Nazis seek out the 
relic in a bid to resurrect the Third 
Reich, the monk searches for a 
suitable successor to take over his 
task - and a pickpocket is the 
unlikely choice. Martial arts 
thriller, starring Chow Yun-Fat, 
Seann William Scott, Jaime King, 
Victoria Smurfitand Karel Roden. 
Edited for violence. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The ups 
and downs of life in the BB house 
as friendships and alliances are 
made, battle lines are drawn and 
arguments erupt. 

10.00 Film: The Darkest Hour. (2011) 
Premiere. Two software 
entrepreneurs on a business trip 
to Moscow get caught up in an 
invasion by a race of invisible 
aliens. Sci-fi horror, with Emile 
Hirsch and Olivia Thirlby. 

11.45 Cats Do the Funniest Things. 
Compilation of internet videos, 
including cats playing musical 
instruments, dressed in costumes 
and riding on vacuum cleaners. 
Narrated by lain Lee, with 
commentary by Susan Caiman. 

12.45 Car Crash TV. (R) 1.15 
SuperCasino. 3.10 Storage: Flog the Lot! 
(R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It 
Big. (R) 5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.40 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Pop’s Greatest Dance Crazes 7.30 
The Voice UK 9.00 Backchat with Jack 
Whitehall and His Dad 9.30 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 10.00 Family Guy 
10.45 Crims 11.15 Family Guy 12.05 
Backchat with Jack Whitehall and His Dad 

12.35 Russell Howard’s Good News 1.05 
Bangkok Airport 2.00 Crims 2.30 Sweat 
the Small Stuff 3.00 Bangkok Airport 
BBC Four 

7.00 Shoah: First Era 11.25 Sound of 
Song 12.25 Elvis: That’s All Right 60 
Years On 1.25 The Beatles’ Please Please 
Me - Remaking a Classic 2.20 The Heart 
of Country: How Nashville Became Music 
City USA 3.50 Close 
ITV2 

11.50 Take Me Out 1.00 Take Me Out - 
The Gossip 1.45 Film: Homeward Bound 
II: Lost in San Francisco (1996) 3.35 
Film: E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial (1982) 

5.50 Film: Along Came Polly (2004) 

7.35 Film: The Mummy (1999) 10.00 
Film: The Hangover (2009) 12.05 Film: 
The Invention of Lying (2009) 2.00 Life’s 
Funniest Moments 2.25 Teleshopping 

5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

1.50 Film: The Great St Trinian’s Train 
Robbery (1966) 3.45 Rosemary & 

Thyme 4.45 Inspector Morse 7.00 Lewis 
9.00 Les Dawson: An Audience With That 
Never Was 10.00 Northern Lights 11.05 
Lewis 1.05 The Casebook of Sherlock 
Holmes 2.05 Judge Judy 2.45 
Countrywise 3.40 Emmerdale 

ITV4 

I. 15 Counting Cars 2.10 Pawn Stars 

4.30 Africa Cup of Nations Highlights 

5.30 Africa Cup of Nations Live. 8.30 
Pawn Stars 9.00 Film: The Day of the 
Jackal (1973) 11.55 River Monsters: 
Untold Stories 1.00 Hell on Wheels 1.55 
The Cycle Show 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 
E4 

12.30 Revenge 1.30 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 2.30 The 100 3.30 Melissa & 
Joey 4.30 The Big Bang Theory 5.30 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 6.00 Marry Me 6.30 
The Big Bang Theory 8.00 Film: A 
Knight’s Tale (2001) 10.35 The 
Inbetweeners 11.45 Rude Tube 12.50 
The Cleveland Show 1.50 Rules of 
Engagement 2.40 One Tree Hill 3.20 
Hollyoaks 

Film4 

II. 00 Laughter in Paradise (1951) 1.00 
Mirror Mirror (2012) 3.05 The Golden 
Child (1986) 4.55 Holy Man (1998) 7.15 
The Simpsons Movie (2007) 9.00 Safe 
House (2012)11.15 Aguirre, the Wrath 
of God (1972) 1.10 Undefeated (2011) 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


MONDAY 

Mrs Miniver, BBC2, 3.05pm 

A British housewife’s settled existence is thrown into 
upheaval by the outbreak of the Second World War, as 
her husband and eldest son are called up and her small 
town is devastated by bombing. She spiritedly tries to 
make the best of things, looking after local children, 
watching over her youngest son’s love life and capturing 
an enemy airman. Drama based on Jan Struther’s 
book, starring an Oscar-winning Greer Garson, with 
Walter Pidgeon. (1942) 

TUESDAY 

The Wooden Horse, BBC2,3.35pm 

British PoWs in a German camp try to escape their 
captors by taking up gymnastics, and using a vaulting 
horse to conceal the tunnel they are digging. However, 
even if they manage to escape the camp, the journey to 
neutral territory will not be an easy one. Fact-based 
Second World War drama, starring Leo Genn, David 
Tomlinson, Anthony Steel and David Greene. (1950) 






Shaun of the Dead, Friday, ITV, 10.40pm 


WEDNESDAY 
he Mexican, BBC1,12am 

A petty crook finds himself in a tricky situation when he 
tries to smuggle an antique gun from Mexico into 
America for his Mob boss. Comedy thriller directed by 
Gore Verbinski, with Brad Pitt, Julia Roberts, James 
Gandolfini, Gene Hackman and JK Simmons. (2001) 

THURSDAY 

Return from the River Kwai, BBC2,3.40pm 

An American pilot is shot down over Japanese-occupied 
Thailand. He joins a unit of guerrillas in the hope of 
escaping - but they end up battling to rescue a troop of 
starving Allied PoWs. Second World War drama sequel, 
starring Chris Penn, Edward Fox, Denholm Elliott, 
George Takei, Timothy Bottoms and Tatsuya Nakadai. 
(1988) 

FRIDAY 

Shaun of the Dead, ITV, 10.40pm 

An unambitious 29-year-old man trapped in the job from 
hell and recently dumped decides to get his life back on 
track. Unfortunately, he has to put his plans on hold 
when zombies rise from their graves and stalk the 
streets of London’s suburbs to feast on the living. 
Comedy horror, starring Simon Pegg, Nick Frost, Kate 
Ashfield, Dylan Moran, Lucy Davis, Bill Nighy and 
Penelope Wilton. (2004) 


Dominic and the team 
are righting the wrongs 


■ 

' —__ 




D ominic Littlewood is not a man 
to be messed with. Okay, 
sometimes his accent is so thick 
it sounds like he’s speaking in a 
foreign tongue, but when it comes to 
catching out shifty builders, rogue 
traders and conmen tricksters, he 
certainly knows what he’s doing. 

It’s a sad fact that there are too 
many instances in this country of folk 
being ripped off by people using 
forgery and fraud, although the silver 
lining is that surely it has to be a 
considerable amount fewer than 15 
years ago - when Dominic first got 
into the television industry. 

In this new series for ITV, Dominic is 
doing what he does best - confronting 
bad builders, meeting the people 
whose lives have been ruined by 
dodgy contractors, and, with the help 
of builder Chris Payne and designer 
Pippa Jameson, fixing up their homes 
and making them liveable again. 

“Bad Builders Bang to Rights is a 
series where I investigate consumer 
complaints about bad tradesmen,” 
Dominic explains. “It’s not just about 
builders, it can be anyone involved in 
the industry, who is relied upon to sort 
out problems in your home. 


“When we start getting complaints 
about a particular person or company, 
then I start doing some investigation 

If we find they are doing things 
badly and they are not really showing 
respect to people, we gather evidence 
and then we write to them. 

We normally write to them on quite 
a few occasions and ask them to give 
us their opinion on what’s been going 
on as obviously it’s only fair to give 
them a right to reply and there might 
be a justifiable reason to why they 
have done what they’ve done.” 

But as confident as Dominic can be, 
he admits that it can be a nerve- 
racking situation. 

When confronting these dodgy 
builders, he says: “You never know 
what’s going to happen in that 
scenario. They could get violent, they 
could get threatening, they could run, 
argue, they could ignore you, spit at 
you, punch you - you never know 
what’s going to happen. 

“But for me because I know so 
much about them I really want to 
challenge them on behalf of the 
victims and other members of the 
public.” 


In this first programme, Dominic and 
the team come to the aid of pensioner 
Betty Hall and her son Trevor, whose 
house resembles a building site. 

Betty was widowed seven years 
ago, at a similar time when son Trevor 
was going through a divorce, so they 
decided to move in together. 

They settled on a ramshackle old 
house in Walberton, West Sussex, 
and employed a local building firm to 
help with fixing it up. 

However, almost a year after work 
on their dream home started - after 
months of delays and having paid 
substantially more than the contract 
price - work ground to a halt, forcing 
Betty and Trevor to sack the builders - 
but they had to spend another 
£20,000 simply to make the house 
liveable. But Dominic finds them living 
in terrible conditions, with no central 
heating or a fully functioning kitchen, 
with incomplete bedrooms and 
bathrooms. 

As Pippa and Chris set about 
getting neighbours and friends 
involved in transforming the house in 
two weeks, can Dominic get answers 
from the builders responsible? 



Bad Builders - Bang to Rights, Tuesday, ITV, 8pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Broadchurch 
ITV, 9pm 

Last week, Hardy faced a race against time as Ellie 
discovered a startling new piece of evidence, 
forcing them to reassess their suspicions. Now, as 
the acclaimed mystery drama reaches the halfway 
point, Miller is struggling to control her sister Lucy 
amid family tensions, Alec must confront his 
demons, and Mark Latimer has to make a decision. 
Viewers can expect many more twists and turns as 
the story builds toward a dramatic conclusion. 

David Tennant and Olivia Colman star. 

Catastrophe 
Channel 4,10pm 

First episodes of sitcoms rarely go down well with 
audiences - Fawlty Towers received an 
extraordinary amount of criticism when it first aired, 
and yet is now regarded as a classic. So it’s unusual 
for one to hit the ground running - which is why 
Sharon Horgan and Rob Delaney deserve plenty of 
plaudits after last week’s great opening edition. It 
introduced us to the characters they’ve both created 
and play who are, funnily enough, called Sharon 
and Rob. Well, at least they won’t get confused. This 
time around, pregnant Sharon is trying hard to get to 
grips with the idea of Rob living with her - and her 
crother Fergal isn’t exactly helping the situation. 


TUESDAY 

Touched by Auschwitz 
BBC2, 9pm 

Feature-length documentary marking the 70th 
anniversary of the liberation of the concentration 
camp by Red Army troops. Laurence Rees travels 
to Jerusalem, Chicago, London, Bavaria, Krakow 
and Tel Aviv to talk to six survivors, along with their 
friends and families, who discuss the problems, 
challenges and triumphs they have experienced 
since the end of the Second World War. Among 
those interviewed are Tadeusz, who became a 
doctor but still had to fight persecution by 
communists in Poland, and Hermann, who went 
on to become a successful antiques dealer in 
Bavaria, but still suffers from recurring 
nightmares. 

Paul O’Grady’s Animal Orphans 
ITV, 9pm 

The comedian and animal lover continues 
on his mission to help hand-rear animals 
orphaned in the wild across South Africa, 

Namibia and Zambia, and this week he gets 
a welcome blast from the past. Viewers may 
recall last year’s first series, which saw Paul 
help adorable elephant calf Nkala. Well, 
during tonight’s instalment of his latest trip, he’s 
reunited with his old friend. 


WEDNESDAY 
Midsomer Murders 
ITV, 8pm 

New series. Return of the long-running mystery 
drama, starring Neil Dudgeon and Gwilym Lee. At 
the Luxton Deeping Crime Festival, the unveiling of 
a newly discovered novel by deceased Midsomer 
crime writer George Summersbee is 
r\ jeopardised when the manuscript is stolen 
M and local artist Suzie Colebrooke is 
I electrocuted by a booby-trapped roulette 
wheel. Can new father Barnaby untangle a 
web of jealousy and find the killer? 

Wolf Hall 
BBC2, 9pm 

Anne Boleyn summons 
Cromwell, anxious to know 
whether she has an ally in him, 
and he witnesses her venting 
her frustrations on her ladies-in¬ 
waiting. The king starts to take 
notice of Cromwell and comes to 
rely on the lawyer’s advice, but 
then news arrives from York that 
Cardinal Wolsey has been 
arrested by Harry Percy, a 
vengeful act for denying his 

betrothal to Anne. 



Midsomer Murders, Wednesday, ITV, 8pm 


THURSDAY 
Eat Well for Less 
BBC1,8pm 

New series. MasterChef judge Gregg Wallace and 
greengrocer Chris Bavin set out to help families 
with their food shopping, showing them simple and 
effective ways to save money on their current bill. 
First up are the Booths from Lancashire. Mum 
Jenny claims to be cautious at the supermarket, 
always looking out for the best deals, but dad 
Howerd’s impulse buys mean they always end up 
paying more than they should. Now they want to 
save £40 a week so they can build a home 
extension. 

FRIDAY 

The Musketeers 
BBC1,9pm 

The king sends the swordsmen to talk to prophet 
Emilie of Duras, who is raising an army to march 
on Spain as a result of visions she claims to have 
received from God. It’s clear she and her followers 
pose a danger, and as anti-Spanish riots begin, 
Aramis is chosen to return to her camp and 
discredit the woman - before she pushes France 
into an ill-timed war with its neighbouring country. 
Meanwhile, Rochefort continues to clash with 
Ambassador Perales, and resorts to blackmail and 
murder to resolve the problem. 
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Day Excursions & Short Breaks 2015 







EASTER HALF-TERM SPECIAL 



BRITISHM 29th March - 2nd April 2015 (Sunday - Thursday) | 5 DAYS 

lou _ 


u 


BY COACH 

GREAT VARIETY, GREAT VALUE, GREAT SERVICE 



U5 Cft 

acebook 


Joining Points include: 

Weoley Castle / Cotteridge 
Northfield / Longbridge / Rubery 
Kitwell / Bartley Green 
Blackheath / Halesowen 



0121 550 8519 

www.kingsnortoncoaches.co.uk 


A MAGICAL DREAM 
DESTINATION FOR ANY AGE! 

Imagine a land where the 
wonderful world of Disney comes 
alive. Imagine a Disneyland Resort 
Park, where make believe is real. 

And Walt Disney Studios Resort 
Park, where the magic of Disney 
meets the magic of cinema. 

Imagine a Disney Resort Village, I m 

where fun and entertainment stay 
open day and night. 

Imagine you are here... In a resort as big as imagination itself. Welcome t 
Disneyland Resort Paris. A holiday destination like no other. The magic is 
closer than you think. 

What's Included... 

4 Nights Bed & Breakfast at Disney's 
Santa Fe Hotel 

3 Day Hopper Ticket (Unlimited Access to 
both Parks) 

Return Coach Transfers with Channel Crossings 
*JUST ADD SPENDING MONEY* 

Children over the age of 11 will be charged at adult rate 
and children under 11 will be seat only price £89.00 

Costing example: 2 Adults 1 Child = 

ONLY £827.00 

(2 adults @ £369.00pp + 1 Child @ 

FREE + £89.00 Coach Seat) 


Prices... 

KIDS STAY FREE -1 FREE CHILD 
PLACE PER PAYING ADULT* 

\ Children (3-llyrs) £199.00pp 
Adult (1 Sharing) £499.00pp 
Adult (2 Sharing) £369.00pp 
Adult (3 Sharing) £319.00pp 
I Adult (4 Sharing) £295.OOpp 
* Child Coach Seat Only £89.00 
How to Book... 

Call our office on 0121 550 8519 to book 

£50pp Deposit required to book. Final balance due no later than 
Sat 15th February 2015 (5 weeks before departure) 


Sun 

22nd 

* Buy a Gift for Mother's Day * Afternoon Tea 

at the Chateau Impney Hotel and Webbs 
Garden Centre * Mother's Day Special Gift * 

£25 

£25 

£20 

G 

Thu 

26th 

Nifty 50's Mystery Lunch Excursion 

(Every Last Thursday of the Month) 

£23 

£23 


H 

Sun 29th 
-Thu 2nd 

DISNEYLAND PARIS * 4 NIGHTS BB WITH 3 
DAY HOPPER TICKET * Kids Stay FREE* 

From 

£289 

From 

£289 

£89 


APRIL 

Coach travel only for 3-11 yrs 

Fri 

3rd 

Weston-Super-Mare on Good Friday* 
EASTER SPECIAL * ALL SEATS ONLY £11.00 

£11 

£11 

£11 

B 

Sun 

West Midland Safari Park Entrance + Coach> 

£18 

£17 

£16 

E 

5th 

All Inclusive Ticket (Entrance, Coach + ride Wristband)> 

£27 

£27 

£26 

Mon 

6th 

Weston-Super-Mare on Easter Monday * 
EASTER SPECIAL * ALL SEATS ONLY £11.00 

£11 

£11 

£11 

B 

Wed 

Drayton Manor Theme Park Coach +Ticket> 
2-3 Yrs£1- = THOMAS LAND 

£30 

£30 

£30 


8th 

COACH ONLY £10 

D 

Thu 

Keddleston Hall (Derbyshire) NEW 
*Nifty National Trust Coach Club* 


Qisn 

r~n 


9th 

NT Member £15 

D 

Tue 

14th 

Bicester Shopping Village & Oxford 

2 For Tuesday 2 SEATS FOR £25 

£15 

£14 


c 

Wed 

15th 

Nifty 50's Mystery Lunch-on-the-River...? 
NEW*MYSTERY LUNCH SPECIAL) 

£28 

£28 


c 

Sat 

18th 

Liverpool - Nifty City Explorer Tour 

includes Hop On Hop Off Open - Top Bus Ticket* 

£29 

£27 

£25 

B 

Sat 

18th 

Liverpool as you please... 

‘Shopping & Sightseeing* ALL SEATS ONLY £17 

£17 

£17 

£17 

B 

Tue 

21st 

The Original Cotswolds Excursion 

2 FOR £22 *Moreton & Bourton* 

(Third Tuesday of the Month) 

£14 

£13 


D 


www.kingsnortoncoaches.co.uk 

























































BRAIN GYM No.309 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


A 

2 

T 

3 

c 

N 

W 

6 

P 

7 

F 

8 

R 

9 

M 

10 

K 

ii 

S 

12 

V 

13 

o 

14 

15 

Y 

16 

J 

17 

B 

18 

E 

19 

Q 

20 

X 

21 

L 

22 

D 

23 

H 

24 

G 

25 

z 

26 

u 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

s 

13 

26 

1 



Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 

fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Nowhere near be¬ 
ing unapproachable 
( 6 ) 

4. Fits and starts (6) 

9. A seat not in sun 
provided in a mo¬ 
ment (13) 

10. One would feel put 
out to be treated so 
(7) 

11. Leaps into indiscre- 


Down 

1. Was abusive, yet 
guarded? (6) 

2. Sent the application 
off too late to get 
the appointment? 
(6,3,4) 

3. It’s drunk to a saint 

(5) 

5. Fine kick on the 
football field (7) 

6. The ultimate in intel¬ 
ligence (4-5,4) 



Sudoku 


tion (5) 

7. She won’t be the 

Quick Clues: 


12. Support the em¬ 

only child in the 

Across 

Down 

ployees (5) 

14. Written in a lofty 

pedantic style (5) 

18. Free from fault (5) 

19. Assimilates sum¬ 
maries (7) 

21. A refreshing move¬ 
ment in the air (7,6) 

ward (6) 

8. Room could easily 
become dusty (5) 

13. His fancies rarely 
last(7) 

15. Domestic storm 

centre (3-3) 

16. Present day maxim 

(5) 

1. Ecstasy (6) 

4. Harvested (6) 

9. Refilling (13) 

10. Stupid (7) 

11. Necessarily (5) 

12. Collier (5) 

14. Deserve (5) 

18. Cook (5) 

1. Lethargic (6) 

2. Enlargement (13) 

3. Coffer (5) 

5. Add to (7) 

6. Forethought (13) 

7. Hate (6) 

8. Flinch (5) 

13. Give right to (7) 

22. Pete gets round it, 

17. Rising, like foreign 

19. Atrocious act (7) 

15. Emergency (6) 

being small (6) 

currency (6) 

21. Sparkling (13) 

16. Shed feathers (5) 

23. Stays to give per¬ 

20. Film actress in the 

22. Vocalist (6) 

17. Alliance (6) 

sonal support (6) 

dress circle (5) 

23. Dive (6) 

20. Track (5) 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Pitch and toss; 7 Towns; 8 
Alone; 9 Tot; 10 Sleep well; 11 Errata; 12 Detain; 

15 Entertain; 17 Eli; 18 Attic; 19 Knelt; 21 Red 
letter day. Down: 1 Polythene bag; 2 How; 3 
Nested; 4 Trample on; 5 Score; 6 Well on his 
way; 7 Tutor; 10 Satirical; 13 Agent; 14 Packet; 

16 Tithe; 20 Eve. QUICK - Across: 1 Circum¬ 
stance; 7 Tenor; 8 Robin; 9 Eye; 10 Emergence; 
11 Putrid; 12 Stress; 15 Unsettled; 17 Tin; 18 
Union; 19 Glory; 21 Invertebrate. Down: 1 
Contemptuous; 2 Urn; 3 Street; 4 Abrogated; 5 
Cabin; 6 Unreasonable; 7 Treat; 10 Existence; 

13 Entry; 14 Plight; 16 Scion; 20 Orb. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1 . 

2 . 


3. 

4. 


V 


Which member of Mrs Thatcher’s 
cabinet was a former airline pilot? 
Which tree’s Latin name is Juglans 
regia? 

Who plays Woody Allen’s wife in 
Manhattan Murder Mystery? 

How do we know the rich vitamin B 
source Saccharomyces cerevisiae? 
Which organisation was founded by 
Chad Varah in 1953? 


6. By what name is the Fairs Cup now 
known? 

7. What are studied by palaeontologists? 

8. Which martial art uses bamboo replicas 
of samurai swords? 

9. Which Scotland Yard detective led the 
hunt for Ronnie Biggs? 

10. Which US state’s capital is Springfield? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Starling; 2 Harry S Truman; 3 
Harold Pinter; 4 Tours; 5 Elizabeth I; 6 
Thrush; 7 Man Ray; 8 Topography; 9 Derek 
Lewis; 10 Sir Matt Busby. 

Niner: MONASTERY 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

159 gives a bird, 

67284 gives another bird, 

1235 gives an animal. 





INTERNATIONAL 

tL . IMiE'GHSle . 


SPEND £50 OR MORE AND GET £10 CASH BACK 

or FREE BOTTLE OF WINE FOR A TABLE 

WITH MAIN DISHES WHEN 4 OR MORE PERSONS DINING IN. 

Offers apply on Fridays & Saturdays till 11pm 9 , 

You must produce this coupon to receive offer. Jfo 

Fully air conditioned, fully licensed, serving over 
25 years at the heart of Halesowen and Quinton 
The finest cuisine, freshly prepared with 
90% fat free, a dish to satisfy all tastes 

Newly Refurbished 
FREE Home Delivery (2 mile Radius) 
Sunday-Thursday 
Dish Dash 4-Course Meal £7.95 
Bring your own wine & beer only 

★★★ 3 Star - Environmental Health Officers Certificate 





14-15 Halesowen Road, Halesowen 
www.dilshadinternational.co.uk 
Tel: 0121 421 6549 or 421 5217 


British Curry Awards 2007/2008 - 
Winner of the top restaurant 'UK' British Fusion - 
Chef of the year 2007/2008 



CONTEMPORARY CUISINE 

"Your award winning restaurant" 
Curry Chef of the Year 2010-2011 


o FTfafl .miM. rx 
o [M^ nftrarrerfl o o 



NOW TAKING 

bookings FOR » 
VALENTINE'S DAY 



HOME DEUVERY 
(VICE AVAILABLE 
10% DISCOUNT ON 
AU COLLECTION 


0121 559 5537/561 3556 

7 Halesowen Street, Rowley Regis, Warley, West Midlands B65 OHG 

www.therajspice.co.uk 
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Hicks Hadley oi^ew 

Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 







HALESOWEN, Newton Court£800 pcm+Fees 

A recently converted 3 bedroom ground floor apartment 
finished to an extremely high standard and centrally located 
with commuter links to Halesowen and Birmingham. Featuring 
2 double bedrooms, both with fitted wardrobes, 2 bathrooms, 1 
single bedroom, 2 extra rooms downstairs, secondary glazing 
throughout. Allocated Darkina. Viewinas recommended. EPC: C 

AMBLECOTE, 41a High Street£760 pcm+Fees 

A fantastic opportunity to rent a new build home on a select development. 
Featuring homes of 3 generous size bedrooms (master with en-suite) 
finished to an exceptional standard. Featuring spacious lounge/dining 
areas, well appointed kitchens, downstairs WC, 3 bedrooms with family 
bathrooms & master bedroom with en-suite, 2 allocated parking spaces, 
front & rear gardens. These homes will not be available for Iona. EPC: TBC 

HALESOWEN, Stourbridge Road£750 pcm+Fees 
Well presented 3 bedroom semi detached house with large 
driveway for multiple carscin this very popular residential 
area. Entrance Hall leading to large living room/dining area, 
fitted kitchen, large private rear garden with open fields at 
the top. 3 bedrooms, family bathroom and aaraae. EPC: E 








Mr 



OLDBURY, Broadway £725 pcm+Fees 

A large extended traditional link- detached house in a quiet cul- 
de-sac. Entrance porch leading to entrance hall, large through 
lounge/dining area, study/playroom, superb bathroom with ‘P’ 
shaped bath & shower over, 3 double bedrooms, large rear 
aarden^nvewav to front for 2 cars. EPC: E 

HALESOWEN, Haden Hill Road£695 pcm+Fees 
Fully refurbished to a very high standard 3 bedroom detached 
house close to Halesowen Town Centre. This lovely property 
has a reception room, brand new fitted kitchen with oven/hob, 
dining room with patio doors leading to a private rear garden, 
upstairs are 2 double bedrooms & 1 single, brand new fitted 
family bathroom with shower. Drivewav for 2 cars. EPC: TBC 

HALESOWEN, Melbourne Road£695 pcm+Fees 

Within walking distance to Halesowen, is this 3 story town 
house. Well worth an inspection inside and set within a quiet 
cul-de-sac, comprising of: 3 bedrooms, large fitted dining 
kitchen, very large lounge, downstairs wc, house bathroom with 
shower, double glazing, gas central heating, off road parking for 

2 cars and aaraae. close to local schools and colleae. EPC: E 
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DUDLEY, Tansley Hill Road £650 pcm+Fees 

A wonderful family home, situated in a lovely quiet backwater cul-de-sac, 
enjoying far reaching views to the rear of the property. While tradition in style, 
this home has been extended and boasts an excellent family kitchen/dining room. 
The property very attractive accommodation. There is a driveway for 2 cars, large 
rear garden with a detached storage room. Viewing is highly recommended to 
appreciate the settina this deliohtful DroDertv is situated within. EPC: D 

ROWLEY REGIS, Spring Vale Road£650 pcm+Fees 
1ST MONTHS RENT HALF PRICE! An opportunity to acquire a well 
maintained traditional detached property situated in a popular residential 
location in a quiet cul-de-sac close to local schools, amenities and road links. 
Featuring a large living room, fitted kitchen with a double range cooker, W.C, 
2 double & 1 single bedroom/study, bathroom with shower, driveway/garage. 
A lovelv DroDertv not to be missed. Minimum contract 12 months. EPC: D 

HALESOWEN, West Road £625 pcm+Fees 

A lovely 3 bedroom traditional semi-detached house in this 
popular location for Colley Lane Primary School and the 
number 9 bus. Featuring a large lounge with fireplace, fitted 
kitchen, 2 double & 1 single bedroom, family bathroom, 
garage, driveway, front & rear gardens. Available now. EPC: 
TBC 
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HALESOWEN, Toys Lane £625 pcm+Fees 

A refurbished large detached house ideal for shops and the 
number 9 bus. Featuring 3 double bedrooms, 2 reception 
rooms, large fitted kitchen, large bathroom with white suite 
and shower. Gas central heating, double glazed, small back 
aarden and drivewav for 1 car. EPC: TBC 

HALESOWEN, Haden Hill Road£625 pcm+Fees 
A great size house close to Halesowen and buses to 
Halesowen and Cradley Heath just outside. This home 
features 2 reception rooms, dining kitchen, downstairs w.c, 
3 good size bedrooms, bathroom with separate shower. 
Benefits also include gas central heating, front and rear 
aardensjaraae. drivewav. EPC: TBC 

HALESOWEN, Woodland Road£550 pcm+Fees 

Traditional style 3 bedroom mid terraced house. Lounge, 

hallway, modern kitchen, Utility room, downstairs bathroom, 

2 double & 1 single bedroom, gas central heating. Private 

rear aarden. on road Darkina. Available immediately. EPC: D 
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HALESOWEN, Elmtree Grove£550 pcm+Fees 

A 3 bedroom semi-detached dormer bungalow in a quiet 
residential area and close to Colley Lane Primary School, 
number 9 bus route and Halesowen. Featuring 3 double 
bedrooms (one downstairs), living room, fitted kitchen, gas 
central heating, double glazed, new carpets throughout, small 
private garden, aaraae and drivewav. EPC: F 

BARTLEY GREEN, Wolverley Road£525 pcm+Fees 
A spacious mid terraced house in a sought after location 
and close to local shops. Featuring a fitted breakfast kitchen, 
through lounge/dining room, 3 good size bedrooms, 
bathroom with shower (New bathroom to be fitted) with a 
separate toilet. Benefits include rear garden. Convenient 
location for Birminaham. On road Darkina. EPC: D 

HALESOWEN, Ladysmith Road£525 pcm+Fees 

A beautiful mid terrace house in a sought after area for 
Colley Lane Primary School, bus links to Halesowen and 
Stourbridge. This house features 2 reception rooms, modern 
fitted kitchen, 2 good size bedrooms, family bathroom with 
shower, double glazing, gas central heating, rear garden. A 
DroDertv not to be missed!. EPC: TBC 
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HALESOWEN, Wicklow Close£525 pcm+Fees 

A well presented modern 2 bedroom ground floor apartment 
on the very popular Squirrels estate, Halesowen. The property 
has a reception hall, lounge, modern kitchen, 2 double 
bedrooms, bathroom with shower. Private large garden & 
garage is located in a separate block. A lovely property which 
is available now! EPC: TBC 


HALESOWEN, Wright Street£495 pcm+Fees 

Close to Halesowen Town Centre and Tenterfields Primary 
School. This end terraced home features gas central heating, 
cosy living room, dining room, fitted kitchen, 1 double 
bedroom and 1 single bedroom, bathroom with shower, rear 
garden, on road parking. Available now. Short term let for 6 
monthSj possiblv lonaer. EPC: E 

ROWLEY REGIS, The Grange£450 pcm+Fees 

Located within minutes of Blackheath Town Centre. This 
lovely unfurnished ground floor apartment features electric 
storage heating, open plan living room/fitted kitchen, 1 
double bedroom, bathroom with shower, allocated parking 
SDace. EPC: TBC 
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CRADLEY HEATH, Victoria Gardens£425 pcm+Fees 
A modern top floor apartment, in the centre of Old Hill with 
local bus stop outside and Old Hill train station close by. This 
apartment comprises of 1 double bedroom, electric storage 
heating, double glazing, fitted kitchen, bathroom with shower, 
allocated parkina. unfurnished. EPC: C 

CRADLEY HEATH, Upper High Street£375 pcm+Fees 
Modern 1st floor flat close to Cradley Heath train station & 
all bus routes. Featuring an open plan lounge/fitted kitchen 
with appliances, hallway to 1 double bedroom, bathroom suite 
with shower, electric central heating, communal garden to rear 
of property, on road parking. Available early February. Only 1 
months security deoosit and 1 months rent in advance. EPC: C 


HALESOWEN, Somers Road£375 pcm+Fees 

A 1 bedroom first floor apartment offering generous 

accommodation including: lounge with open plan kitchen, 

bedroom with en-suite shower room, double glazing, 

communal aarden. on road Darkina. unfurnished. EPC: G 





PROPERTY 



Three 
into a 


homes converted 
spacious cottage 

SPINDLE Cottage at 
Dayhouse Bank, Roms- 
ley, near Halesowen, is a 
charming and spacious 
family home. 

Believed to date back to the 
1870s it was once three nailers 
cottages. It is for sale through 
Andrew Grant at £379,950. Many 
rooms have countryside views. 

At the heart of the home is an 
open plan kitchen/dining/living 
area with appliances including a 
range cooker plus solid oak work¬ 
tops. The drawing room is elegant, 
with an open fire. A second sitting 
room would make a lovely home of¬ 
fice/teenagers den. There is also a 
hallway and laundry/WC. Upstairs 
are three double bedrooms and a 
large family bathroom. A driveway 
leads to a double garage and there 
are gardens with decking. 

Contact Andrew Grant on 01527 
579977 or visit www.an drew- 
grant.co.uk website. 



Five-bedroomed detached 


SPACIOUS five-bedroomed 
detached house, The Law- 
ley, Halesowen, is at the 
head of a cul-de-sac on a 
popular development called 
The Squirrells’. 

It is for sale through Hicks Hadley 
at £279,950 with no chain. With gas 
central heating and double glazing 
it has a spacious lounge with fire¬ 
place, fitted dining kitchen with 
range cooker, cupboard, utility, WC, 
conservatory, bedroom one with 
cupboards, two bathrooms. There 
is a garage and garden. Call 01562 
510440 or see www.hickshadley.com 



eip ftK3WaDD 

cpbigwood.com 
^ @CPBigwood 

SELL IT 

COMMERCIAL AGENCY 

(<$ RICS 

FAST 



FOR SALE 

Freehold Former Fire Station 


:s Site Area 0.23 Acres (0.09 Hectares) or thereabouts 


FOR SALE 

Freehold Former Social Club 

• With potential for alternative uses or any redevelopment 
subject to obtaining any necessary planning permission. 

• Gross Site Area 0.69 Acres (0.28 Hectares) or thereabouts 


Mace Street, Cradley Heath, West Midlands 


66 Station Road, Whitacre Heath, Coleshill 


Colmore Row, Birmingham : 0121 237 4850 


Also at Summer Row, Birmingham, Stratford upon Avon, 
Henley in Arden, London, Loughborough and Southampton 


SELL IT 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 



ClassifiedAds 


































































































































DRIVETIME 3i 


Spot on hot sports coupe 


By Graham Breeze 

Any car company taking on the 
performance coupe market just 
has to get it right first time and 
Peugeot has done just that with 
the RCZ GT. 

It’s the hottest performer ever to 
break out of Peugeot garages and it 
has the looks, power and panache 
of any of the opposition in the perfor¬ 
mance coupe sector. 

Peugeot bosses decided not to meddle 
too much with the looks of the RCZ which 
first appeared on our streets in 2009 which 
is why from the outside you only get a 
new two-part grill and redesigned claw¬ 
like headlights and a double bubble rear 
window and roof. Not that there’s anything 
wrong with the appearance, the test car 
crouching purposely on 192 alloys with an 
active rear spoiler and twin sport exhausts. 


The new RCZ is a match for the opposi¬ 
tion in performance terms and inside the 
car demonstrates all the traits of a perfor¬ 
mance 2+2 sports coupe. 

Heated sports front red and black leath¬ 
er seats adjust to give even the tallest front 
seat occupants a comfortable position and 
there’s a stunning red carbon style dash¬ 
board, sports steering wheel and short 
shift gear lever. 

You also get Peugeot Connect Naviga¬ 
tion and CD systems and Peugeot Con¬ 
nect USB Box with Bluetooth. 

It’s a tight fit inside though and you really 
would not want to be seated in the back. 

Any negativity about this car soon disap¬ 
pears once on the open road though. It’s 
a dream to drive, sitting firmly through the 
tightest bends, with the 1.6 GT emitting a 
glorious roar when pushed. Steering feed¬ 
back is glorious thanks to wider tyres and 
firmer springs and you have to take your 
hat off to Peugeot designers for providing 
this superb driving experience. 




The new Peugeot RCZ 
is without doubt a 
genuine competitor 
in the sports coupe 
sector.’ 


I here s a price range trom £22-£32,uuu 

and the THP 200 on test would set you 
back £26,900 with metallic paint, Media 
Navigation, roof arches and Hi-Fi system 
adding another £2,200. 

The test car had a top speed of 146mph 
and would reach 62mph in 7.6 seconds 
through a six speed manual box and 
although Peugeot claim combined 
fuel figures of 42.2mpg you won’t get 
that if you drive the car the way I did for 
a week. 

Boot space is limited as you would ex¬ 


pect and there s no room tor tne goit clubs 

unless you fold the back seats flat. 

On the plus side you can design your 
own model when buying through a wide 
range of personalisation options, includ¬ 
ing 10 alloy wheel designs and 12 interior 
trims. 

The new RCZ gets a visibility pack 
consisting of automatic wipers and head¬ 
lamps, electric interior mirror and guide- 
me-home lighting. 

The new RCZ is without doubt a genuine 
competitor in the sports coupe sector. 



nu 14 REG 


Fiat's MPV with big attitu 'supermini setting a Trer " Qashqai - the next g eneratio Hon da’s small 

li-i-js mb 


INSIDE: SPOTLIGHT ON WHAT’S ON OFFER IN THE 
SHOWROOMS FOR NEW REGISTRATION 


Motoring 


Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 


Express Repairs for jy 
Minor Accident Damage 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 


ChipsAway m 

Scratches and scuffs won't dent your pocket 


✓Bumper scuffs 


✓Paintwork scratches 

Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 14 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 


✓Kerbed alloys 


✓Dented panels 


ChipsAway. \ 


LYE VALLEY 
IND. ESTATE 


LYE 


New 

Registration Special 
v. 13th February 


a ; i 

;DUSTER 


ACIA 


GREAT DEALS 


20 pages jam packed with new car reviews and previews, plus used cars for sale, 
private car sales, classified, local and national motoring news, 
dealership profiles and much more 

Everything all in one place to find your next new or used car locallyexpressandstar. 
com/drivetime for everything you can read in print and online 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, January 22, 2015 
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Milestone show at NEC 


By Tony Adams 

The 2015 motorsport season 
is off to a flying start as stars, 
cars and action descended on 
Birmingham’s NEC for a sell-out 
Autosport International Show. 

Celebrating its 25th anniversary, Au¬ 
tosport is Europe’s biggest dedicated 
motorsport show and attracted mo¬ 
toring fans of all ages and several ce¬ 
lebrities including FI star David Coul- 
thard, World Endurance champion 
Anthony Davidson, Le Mans winner 
Alan McNish, World Rallycross cham¬ 
pion Petter Solberg and British Tour¬ 
ing Car champion Colin Turkington. 

Midlands companies reported a suc¬ 



cessful event with current touring car 
driver Matt Neal of West Bromwich-based 
Team Dynamics answering questions on 
the Rimstock Wheels stand, commenting: 
“Autosport at the NEC provided a great 
platform for the industry to kick the year off 
in style, with old and brand new cars and 
products alongside engineering expertise 
being showcased that we can truly boast 
about in the UK. 

“We were delighted that high visitor 
numbers provided quality interest and po¬ 
tential future sales leads for Rimstock as an 
exhibitor.” 

Fantastic 

Telford-based Cobra Seats was also 
displaying its products at the show and 
managing director Mark Dunsford said: 
“Autosport genuinely was a fantastic show 
and the best one we’ve done in the 15-plus 
years of exhibiting. 

“We spent the Thursday and Friday 
trade days meeting well-established and 
new professional drivers, old friends, cli¬ 
ents and generally networking, which itself 
proved very fruitful. 

“We signed a good number of deals for 
professional drivers to use our seats in a 
wide range of disciplines, so we should 
have no less than 11 cars in the British 
Touring Cars Championship using Cobra 
Seats for 2015, including this year’s cham¬ 
pionship winning team, West Surrey Rac¬ 
ing with 2014 champion Colin Turkington. 

“Then, at the weekend, we engaged with 
our public customer base old and new and 
spent valuable time showing them what we 
have developed at our Telford factory, and 
helping them with their specific needs for 
this year’s events, ranging from grass roots 



‘We signed a good 
number of deals for 
professional drivers to 
use our seats’ 


stage and club rallying through to marine, 
speed and race events.” 

Various car clubs had stands with volun¬ 
teer members on hand to offer advice and 
information on making the most of prized 
classic and sports cars. Pride of place in 
the Performance Car section went to Ra¬ 
dio 2 DJ Chris Evans’ La Ferrari, worth a 
cool £1.6 million, and Lewis Hamilton’s FI 
title-winning Mercedes AMG Petronas FI 
car led the line-up on the FI grid display. 


Other trade stands encouraged visitor 
participation with several competitions for 
race driving game simulators and a timed 
FI-style wheel-change challenge. 

Pictured above: Matt Neal (right) with 
colleague Justin Pugh on the Rimstock 
stand. 

Pictured left: Tina Reeves, from 

Cobra Seats, with Aston Villa and Man¬ 
chester United dug-out seats on the Co¬ 
bra stand. 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 



Freeflds 


IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EASY 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookanad 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 


funeral services 


31 MARTS 

hosplos 

Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice 
welcomes collections to 
support our vital work. 

All donations will help us to 
care for more local families 
living with terminal illness 

For more information on how 
to support your hospice, 
please go to 

www.birminghamhospice.org.uk 
or call 

0121 472 1191 

Reg. charity number: 503456 


lost & found 



LOST CAT 


From Ryders Mill Close, just 
off Jervoise Street, West 
Bromwich. 

Small tortoise shell, all 
shades of brown with one paw 
browner than the other. 

If found please call 
07412 448997. 



LOST 

Male white cat with black 
markings 

Answers to ‘Marty’ 
Microchipped, no collar from 
Kingswinford area. 
Saturday, January 10. 
Please check your gardens 
garages or shed. 
Reward for safe return. 
07799 250470 or 07585 134826. 

1 - ^ 


L 


^ Place a paid for advert 



(F) By Phone 
01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. Closed Sat/Sun. 


^ Online 

www.expressandstar.com/ 


Family 



MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


bookanad 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


£ In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 



Leisure 
L Time 




CARAVAN FOR SALE 


Sited overlooking the Malvern 
Hills on a 5 star peaceful park. 
Reluctant sale. 

£ 11 , 000 . 

Call Ritchie on 
07704 392028. 



CARIOCA 656 
4/6 BERTH MOTORHOME 
2005 

2300cc, Diesel, 13,000 miles, 
MoT. 

Bike Rack and Fiama Awning. 

Large storage area. 
Overcab doubfe bed, two 
bunks, dinette area. 
Excellent condition 
£18,295 
07864120406 



BASS GUITARIST and Keyboard 
player wanted for reforming Blues 
Band of mature years. 

01902 744608 or 07976 357555. 


BASSIST URGENTLY required for 
critically acclaimed band. Contact 
Karl 07578 899169 or Gary 07505 
984025. 

WANTED SECOND GUITARIST for 

Showaddywaddy tribute band. 
Vocals an asset, experience essen¬ 
tial. 07814 255377. 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 




- 

caravan sales 

V_ 


MID WALES MINI BREAKS 

Luxury Caravan, sleeps 6 

3 Day Weekend 

4 Day Mid Week 

01686 670408 


Explore the Borders 

Try Before You Buy 
Caravans for Sale from £6,995 

www.goetreretreatcaravanpark.co.uk 




Home & 


l Services 



CHOCOLATE BROWN corner unit, 
fabric with swivel cuddle chair, 

§ ood condition, £500 ono. Can 
eliver. 07847 608637. 

FABRIC SOFAS. 2 large plus foot¬ 
stool, cream/mink, excellent condi¬ 
tion, £350 ono. 07949 990640. 


SOFAS 

1 x4 seater, 1 x 3 seater, 
matching gold upholstery 
with dark wood panel and feet, 
will seperate. 

£95 ono. 

07503 049275. 


Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


BLACK GRANITE fire surround with 
cast back panel and fire basket. 
£375. Details call 07831 788954. 


CIRCULAR SAW BENCH, Schep- 
pach TKU4000, with sliding table 
carriage, £300. 01746 710313. 

HOSPITAL BED Hydraulic, good 
condition, £60 ono. 

Telephone 07971 049706. 



READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft »Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



For all railway collections. 
Any gauge or age. 

Hornby / Bacmann / 
Bowmans / Roundhouse / 
Any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 
0121 602 2569/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 



A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 



ALL TOYS CARS/LORRIES 
WANTED. ALL 
Mamod/Wilesco/Bowmans 

All conditions 
*Dinky* *Corgi* *Spot-on* 
*Britains and Airfix* 
*Mamod / Wilesco Steam 
Engines * Star Wars Figures * 
*Scalextric Pre 1970’s 
Tri-ang, cars or 
complete sets.* 

*Old Enamel Advertising 
Signs * Railway collections* 
*Pre 1970 Annuals wanted, 
Beano, Dandy, etc* 

01902 745598 / 07984 159571 



A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS/ 
LORRIES / TOY SOLDIERS 

Airfix, Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 
Spot on, Tri-ang. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 721707 
or 07976 691563. 


ALL ANTIQUES collectables and 
memorabilia, anything old unusual 
cash paid today. 

07930 949337 or 01384 484309. 

ALL BRASS / COPPER orna- 
ments/brassware, all descriptions, 
miners lamps, old medals, dinky, 
corgi toys. 01902 745598. 



service 

V___ 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 


07850 330251 



1 aerial into 2 rooms £90 
1 aerial into 4 rooms £130 

QQWB&lKZsEQ 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


blinds 


I® a* I 

Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk^ 

carpet & upholstery ^ 

cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


fencing 



SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 



MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 



ABIE REMOVALS 

Local & Distance 
Domestic & Commercial 


Competitive Prices: 
Moves from only £99 

Call 07870 341089 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209/01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07899 635852. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 
PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 


skip hire 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 



Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BLACK LABRADOR working pups, 
1 dog, 1 bitch, 15 trial champion 
bloodlines, parents can be seen, 
KC reg, fully vacc, £700 each. 
07939 861003 or 01283 512576. 

COLLIE CROSS Kelpie Pups, 
working parents, good temp. £100. 
07890 892944/07974 877648. 

GERMAN SHEPHERD rehominq, 
40 years experience, pure bred, 
homes checked, histories known, 
collect all areas. 01527 833570. 


JACK RUSSELL X Chihuahua, 2 
bitches, Mom and Dad can be seen 
£200 each. 01384 233910. 

LONG HAIRED Dachshund, red, 
2/i years boy, good with children 
and dogs, family commitment 
causes parting, no papers, hence 
£250. 01902 590648. 



Express & Star 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


5 


Business & 
. Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 





NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


ALL SAINTS 2-bed flat brand new, 
also Penn one bed Flat. 
Both fully DG, full GCh, No dss or 
pets. Call 07876 515624. 


DUDLEY/Halesowen, 1-2 bed 
flats/bungalow, deposit / rent neg. 
0121 550 0064/07970 980955. 


SMART ROOMS in shared house in 
Netherton. Single £85, Double 
£95pw inc bills. No DSS. Small dep. 
01384 401747 / 07940 116130. 



ONE BED Bungalow, Wombourne, 
exchange for one or two bed bun¬ 
galow, all areas considered. 07400 
545455. 

TWO BUNGALOWS 
SEMI DETACHED 
KIDDERMINSTER 

Both two bedroom. 

In need of modernisation. 
Substantial plot of land. 
Four car workshop at rear. 
Sold as one unit. 
£239,950. 

Telephone 01562 822266 
(after 7pm). 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 
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"ClassffledAds 


01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 


properties wanted 



B g WE PAY 100% 

° v I OF PURCHASE PRICE 


\V0 


Cash paid for your property 

NOW 

0800 085 2455 
0121 308 7786 


/ Wfe C°)QO£7 SK57 DOC 

~^ I We are a family run local business. 

LmO K a fair offer from people you can trust. 

COUNTRY IP Buying properties for over 30 years. 

HOMES m No fees - Free solicitors 


We also buy Commercial & Industrial, Shops, facto¬ 
ries, land, building plots....even your garden! 


STOP, 

WE PAY MORE 

■100% every time* 

■Free Solicitors No Fees' 

■Any Property, Any Condition* 

*Subject to terms 


text GOAL 
to 88802 

and we will call 
you back now. 


Colt (StCZrv OH/ 




08000321718 


*Subject to terms ** PI Group 


WWW. 


CMDGSSIMB 

Buying property since 1984 


h?s I WCBDOeB 


0800 077 8808 
01384 226087 



looking for property 
in ANY CONDITION 

01922 689023 
0800 731 1160 


Harrison Fowler] I Wolverhampton properties 

Any Property, Any Condition 


we can buy your house in 

01902 628060 

0800 389 6788IS 



BUY ANY HOUSE, ANY AREA, ANY CONDITION 

_ Subject to terms & conditions _ 

talk in confidence 24-7 0800 085 6626 or 0121 274 0398 


p^k an quick 


One phone call 

Solves all your problems 

Sell your house now 

a guaranteed offer, no fees, fast completion 
any condition, any circumstances 


. FREE Valuation 
. FREE Solicitors 

• No Obligation 

• No Fees • Fast Completion 

0800 587 2422 /01902 628060 

v 24 hours ^ 


j 


sm aki / f-Rjca 

100% of purchase 

■”Ta 




Guaranteed offer* • Any condition 
Free solicitors • No fees* 


of trying to sell your house 
Call the House Doctor 
Now for the best price 

0800 783 3225 / 
01922 689023 



A 

Better 

Cash 

Deal 


Its simple as that... 
you will get the 
best deal on your 
home from 
FIRST GENERAL HOMES 


0800 917 1233 / 0121 308 7786 


( 


1 1 sell your house 

I ive are just a 
phone call away 

• Any Circumstances 

• Any condition • No fees 
Fast completion 

I 0800 066 5558 

' 0121 274 0398 


FT\ problem 
ki/ property 


Nothing worries us, we will buy 
your house whatever the problem 


I BUY ANY HOUSE 
4 CASH 
QUICK AND 
EASY 
call Alex 
0800 111 4481 
01543 499 032 
Anytime 


ii r 


—62 8047 1 

0800T633l5226T| 


STRAIGHT TALK 

FAST CASH OFFER 
FOR YOUR HOUSE 

Toa&P 500 3109 
01902 628060 


Get Up to 100% For Your House - Fast! 


^ Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
Sf Free valuation. Free consultation 
100% Confidential. No obligation 



SOLD 


r 


Springbok 


NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


24/TH.Ipline Q800 092 5743 
9 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 



We guarantee to beat any tike for tike quote! \ 

• Reposessions STOPPED * Probate Estates Welcome 
•Houses bought in AN Y condition • Mortgages / Loans C leared 

• Legal fees PAID 

0012111007 


freephone 


I I' 


CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! 


^Friendl^oca^ompan^Ter^^iel^oi^^ay^^week^^st^^eary 


^cjrLk j 

FOUR BEDROOM 
DETACHED HOUSE WITH 
GARAGE 

Built 2006, NHBC Guarantee, 
full DG, full 80/20 wool carpets 
with blinds on all windows, 
ensuite, Master bedroom plus 
bathroom (1st floor), 
prices around £145,000 
Phone for further details and 
viewing NO TRADE CALLS 
07402 4445314. 


HOME CASH BUYER 

WILL PAY 15K MORE 
Complete within 7 days 

Ring Paul, 
07870 341089 


A BETTER CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time. 
01902 628047. 


CALL US FIRST FOR THE TOP 
PRICE for your house. 
0800 169 1118. 


DON’T SELL Before calling me First. 
Call Richard now: 

07756 022973. 



SELL IT FAST 

i 

ONE BEDROOM mobile home, DG, 
GCH, corner plot, nice site in 

SELL IT LOCAL 


Coven. For more details call 01902 
791415. 

01902 317878 


UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 

Two bed double unit 

Park Home 

Enviable position overlooking 



canal in Cookley. 

Over 50’s site. 

£129,000 ono. 
Telephone 01562 850838. 

ClassifiedAds 

i 


Jobs 


BLOCK PAVER WANTED with own 
van/tools. Local work. Call and 
leave your details on 
07580 187793. 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

* • Free Assessments 

• CPC Courses 
• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE 

“QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS” 

FREE ASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAINING 

HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 

DRIVER CPC COURSES & 

TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 

CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 

01802 312800 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 


full time - general 


STAR 


SENIOR REPORTER 


Does working on one of the UK’s biggest-selling regional 
newspapers appeal to you? The Shropshire Star, is looking for 
a senior reporter. 

This is a role that requires dedication, commitment and enthusiasm. 
You must have a proven record of digging out the best off-diary news 
stories and features, together with an awareness of how to make the 
most of social media. 

You must be an NCTJ - trained journalist and able to deliver accurate, 
entertaining copy under pressure of deadlines for our print and digital 
platforms. You must have a full, clean driving licence and some 
experience of digital and data journalism would be an advantage. 

This is a rare opportunity to join the team at the Shropshire Star, part 
of the Midland News Association stable of publications across the 
Midlands. 

You will benefit from a competitive salary, 25 days annual holiday and 
the chance to develop your career on one of the country’s biggest 
regional newspapers. 

Apply by e-mail to Shropshire Star editor Martin Wright at 
eaitorial.support@shropshirestar.co.uk by 5pm on January 27. 

Postal applications to: 



Tel ford 

by January 26. 






















































































































ClassIfiedAds 
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Motoring 


CITROEN XSARA Picasso deluxe 
diesel, 03 reg, 65,000 miles. 
£5,950.01902 741156. 


FIAT GRANDE PUNTO 

2006, 71,881 miles, blue metal¬ 
lic, electric windows, air con, 
alarm, MoT, central locking, 
pas, stereo, CD, very good 
condition. 

£1,650 ono. 

07821 928732. 


FORD KA, 2007, 33,500 miles, sea 
grey, electric windows, air bag, fsh, 
long MoT, central locking, one 
owner, £2,500 ono. 07757 273069. 


MUST BE SEEN 


MERCEDES Cl 80 SE AUTO 
KOMPRESSOR COUPE 

Petrol. 54 plate. 

6 months MoT. FSH. 
124,000 miles. Blue. 
Cream Leather interior. 
Good runner. Reliable. 
Used daily. 

£3,000 ono. 
07958103783. 
Wolverhampton. 


MUST BE SEEN 


MITSUBISHI CZ2 AMT, 2006, 
31,714 miles, grey, MoT, excellent 
condition, automatic, £2,995 ono. 
07475 396855. 

RENAULT KANGOO AUTHENTIC 

2004, wheelchair access, 16V, 
1149cc, petrol, 21, 000 miles. 
£2,300 ono. 01562 745080. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.8, 2008 
plate, petrol, navy, fsh, 71,000 
miles, nine months MoT, three lady 
owners, £2,350. 07890 387533. 



59 plate, black, immaculate 
condition, 39,000 miles, 
serviced, excellent interior, 
MoT, good tyres, sports seats. 

£3,500. 

07867 423274. 


VW GOLF GTTDi 130 03 low miles, 
1 previous owner, FSH, heated 
seats, all usual extras. Superb con¬ 
dition. £2,850 ono. 07976 583291. 

VW POLO 1.2 (64bhp) 06 56, 5-dr, 
67K, in red, CL, CD, abs, SH, recent 
service and MoT, low ins. £3,100. 
07759 237779 / 01384 258061. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


FIAT PUNTO ACTIVE SPORT 1.2 

16V, 2003, 53 plate, 94,000 miles, 
12 months MoT. £850. Codsall area 
07775 901378. 

HYUNDAI COUPE T Reg, 32,000 
miles, 3 owners, automatic, 10 
months MoT, £700 o.n.o. 01902 
659047. 

NISSAN MICRA 1998, Automatic 11 
months MoT, 99k, import so has 
AC, EM, EW front/back, lOOOcc, 
£750 ono. 07572 236800. 

RENAULT KANGOO van, 880DTi, 
1870cc, 9 months MoT, £400. 
01902 836709. 

ROVER 45 CLUB SE 1.4, 05 reg 
28,400 miles, new exhaust, tyres, 5 
months MoT, viewing recom- 
mened £800 ono. 07854 846147. 


TOYOTA YARIS 

2003, 87,600 miles, blue, 
electric windows, air bag, s/h, 
MoT, central locking, pas, 
alloys, stereo, CD, colour 
coded. 

£1,400 ono. 

07849 623117. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 
COMFORT 

2001, 69,900 miles, green, 
fsh, 6 months MoT, metallic 
paint, central locking, sunroof, 
2 owners. 

£850 ono. 

07722 566428. 



RENAULT KANGOO van 2002, 
excellent condition, full MoT, 
recently serviced, reliable van, 
£950 ono. 07811 216725. 



CLASSIC CARS WANTED 

Private cash buyer 
Instant cash settlement. 
Any age. any condition. 

Call Market Drayton. 
01630 652993. 


JAGUAR XK8 1998 S reg, family 
owned from new, under 50k miles, 
silver, new MoT, £5,750. 01952 
463413 or 07900 044107. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 


www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



WANTED: OLD MOTORCYCLE 

for restoration, complete or just 
parts. Anything considered. 
Telephone 01922 415137. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 




TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 

1st CHOICE 


TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 



01902 562853 MP1 
07977 499516 V 
07895 346811- 24hrs 


A B SPARES 

Pays More 

All Scrap Cars & Vans Wanted 
Anything Considered 

Free Collection 

Scrap It Legally COD. Given Instant Payment. 

01902 493110 / 0121 525 5813 daytime 
01902 659775 evenings 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
07585 664389 / 07903 549849. 



mobile 

mechanics 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service Ji 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


Local 

Infomiation 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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Personals 


flpfip 

ATTRACTIVE LADY 
(YOUNG) EARLY 60’s 

WLTM a gentleman of similar 
age with a fun outlook on life for 
evenings and days out. 
Kingswinford and surrounding 
areas. 

Photo appreciated (returned) 
but not essential. 

Box Number PI 9655 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


GENTLEMAN, LATE 50’S 

Seeking a lady between 40-55 
for a long term relationship. 
I’m a very kind and trustworthy 
person, I live on my own and am 
self employed, I’m very 
outgoing, I enjoy walking, going 
out for meals and going on 
holiday. 

It would be nice to have 
someone to share these things 
with. 

Genuine replies only please. 

If possible a recent photo would 
be appreciated. 

Write Box No. PI 9633 (WS), 
Shropshire Newspapers Ltd, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 


★ ★★ 

LONELY WIDOWER 70’S 

Educated, well travelled, 
OHAC, kind, reliable, tactile, fun 
loving, Wolverhampton based, 
WLTM similar lady n/s 60 plus, 
for companionship and to enjoy 
life once more. I am clean 
shaven, of medium build and a 
non smoker. 

Box Number PI 9657, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


★ ★★ 

RETIRED, SLIM, BLONDE 
ABLE BODIED WIDOW 

Looking for able bodied 
companion for holidays, outings 
and Friendship. 
Possible car driver. 

Box Number PI 9656 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

i irk 

★ ★★ 

WOLVERHAMPTON GUY 54 

Slim, fit, single, own house and 
car, non smoker, very loving, 
understanding, WLTM slim, 
medium lady, local for genuine 
friendship / relationship. 

All letters replied, photo 
appreciated (returned). 

Box Number PI 9652 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 

' ★★★ 



PENN COLTS F.C. 


SCHOOL YEAR ONE AND 
RECEPTION. 

Charter Standard Club. 

Are holding training sessions 
for players who want to play in 
the Stourbridge League for 
current year 1 and also training 
for reception year. 
Contact Dave 07831 582978. 



WORDSLEY WASPS NORTH 
U13’S DIVISION ONE 
(School Year 8 Children) 

Require Players in all positions 
due to Players leaving for 
Academies. 

All positions needed. 

Please contact Jerry on 
01384 835633 


or 

07982 110548. 




Explore your world with 

star 'ArextraTRAVEL 

See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air and 
Eurostar, plus holidays further afield. 

Brought to you by the 

Express & Star 



YYlaldJML 

FriendsStf 



Women seeking men 



JAN 5ft8ins slim pretty lady in 
great shape, open-minded, 
laidback, GSOH, OHAC, many 
interests, WLTM someone for 
cuddling up with and to share 
good and bad times. ACA. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412931 | 

CHRISTINA, curvy beauty, 
27yrs, own home, very very 
adventurous seeks no strings 
fun and frolics. Can accom¬ 
modate and will answer all 
calls. Tel No: 0905 002 1957 
Box 410127 

ANN slim attractive N/S lady 
who is easy to get along with, 
looking for romantic interesting 
man for new adventures 
together, hopefully Itr. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412911 | 

JULIE loving, caring, honest, 
seeks real gent to share 
conversation and have a great 
time, friendship/relationship, 
who knows? Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 412777 ® 

ZOE, 25yrs, very naughty 
seeks man any age for broad 
minded no strings fun and 
games. Tel No: 0905 002 
1933 Box 409719 
FELICITY professional female, 
32yrs, blonde, curvy, fun. 
Travels a lot and wltm chap for 
occasional fun on my travels. 
Text only Box: 4459438 ® 
SALLY stunning lady looking 
for dinner dates, partying and 
generally having a good time 
with generous man looking for 
his mojo! No strings, go on call 
me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 412599 I 
DEBS petite attractive auburn 
haired, good listener, romantic, 
enjoys socialising, cosy nights 
in with Mr Right, seeking 
similar caring N/S single dad. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 412387® 

SUE, 38yrs, passionate, 
broadminded and feisty seeks 
discreet fun with "mr wrong". 
Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 1937 
Box 413007 

JAN slim curvy professional 
warm, affectionate, looking to 
fill full time vacancy with similar 
male who loves cuddles/kisses 
and bikes for romance. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412167| 

FUN loving lady, likes most 
things in life, would like to meet 
fun loving man for possible 
romance. Text Only Mailbox 
Box No: 4454362 
EUROPEAN beauty romantic, 
caring, attentive, looking for 
loving male to enjoy warm 
loving relationship with, call me 
to find out more. ACA. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4130131 

MAUREEN, discreet sensual 
lady, 42yrs seeks daytime fun 
at her home. ACA. Tel No: 
0905 002 1961 Box 405297 
KAREN 34 blue/green eyed 
size 12 attractive brunette who 
loves pubs, cosy nights in, 
kids, seeking special honest 
guy/dad for poss Itr. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4130051 

ROSA 27 sexy senorita 
seeking older handsome 
prince charming to whisk me 
off my feet, enjoy fun times, 
improve my English and fall in 
love with. Age/race 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 412927 ® 
ANNA, busty mature lady 
seeks no strings discreet 
meetings with male any age or 
location. Tel No: 0905 002 
1956 Box 366019 
SUSAN 64, lively, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe 
more. 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411329| 


RITA attractive blonde with a 
very kind heart seeks special 
man to share my life with. 
Please get in touch if like me 
you are fed up with always 
being the single friend. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412987| 

SUSIE discreet married lady, 
young 36yrs seeks 
uncomplicated times with man 
any age or area, all texts 
answered. Text only Box: 
4459437 ® 

KAREN slim, tall, attractive 
36yr old normal female who 
likes shopping, socialising, 
nights in/out seeking thoughtful 
genuine male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 412041 ® 
KIM 25yrs feminine, pretty, big 
blue eyes, GSOH, varied 
interests, likes romantic beach 
walks, cosy nights in, seeking 
honest loving man for Itr. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411777| 

CAROL young 47, caring, 
loyal, likes music, concerts, 
cinema, theatre, seeks male 
with similar interests for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 411919® 
PROFESSIONAL black lady, 
likes cooking, music, 
countryside, seeking honest, 
reliable gent, possibly farmer 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 411763 ® 
VICKY 37yr professional, mum 
to one, sensual and very 
attractive, looking for a real 
man, tall, fit, sincere and 
passionate to enjoy each 
other’s company. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 411695 ® 
LUCY beautiful busty bubbly 
blonde 32yrs, seeking naughty 
boy to enjoy the fun side of life 
with, age, status and looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 411691 ® 
LINDA single and living alone, 
attractive, young looking, 
bubbly, WLTM similar young at 
heart companion to be close 
with, enjoy chats and romantic 
dates. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 410119® 

WIDOW 68, 5ft 5ins, medium 
build, attractive, likes walks, 
reading, holidays, seeks 
sincere, N/S male. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411745 



FUN loving easy going guy, 30, 
tall dark and handsome, 
looking for an older woman 
who likes good times and fun. 

Text Only Mailbox Box No: 
4453744 

BLACK guy 68, feels 45, looks 
40, seeks female, 58-71, 
GSOH, genuine, caring for fun 
times and LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 413375 
LONELY male, disabled, 
would like to meet male or 
female for company. Likes 
animals, visiting historical 
places, karaoke. Text Only 
Mailbox Box No: 4172884 
STEPHEN 58, good looking, 
likes art, travel, seeking 
female, 50 plus for 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 412633 ® 
MALCOLM 61, smoker, great 
personality, likes coach 
holidays, drives, pubs, meals 
out, nights out, 60's music, 
seeks female. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 412523 ® 
TONY 52, dark hair, white 
male, 6ft, confident, GSOH, 
seeks black female. Genuine 
ad. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 412481 
TALL 42yr old sincere male, 
caring, honest, loving, seeking 
female, 30-40 for fun, 
friendship and good times. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4124831 



YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 

REAL people REAL ads 


How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 


0844 887 2293 



and follow the simple instructions 


To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 


Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

call cost £1.53 per min 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 


Reply to members from your 
mobile call 68118 

calls cost £1.50 per minute plus network charges 

Or text.. REPLY 26 (leave a space) then enter 
the six-digit box number given on their advert 
(leave a space) and then enter your message & 
send to 80098 , eg: 

REPLY26123456 hi get in touch... 
then send to 80098 

Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per 
message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for 
your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now date online or via your 
mobile. Simply VISIT us at: 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 

Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

PLUS you can also listen to other 

members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


ALAN tall widower, 76, looking 
for female of similar age who 
enjoys meals out, holidays, 
walks and holidays. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412261 

ROY mid 60’s, N/S, car driver, 
young outlook, seeks lady for 
friendship. West Bromwich 
area. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 412083 
TALL slim gent, 60, seeks 
slim, attractive lady for no 
strings relationship. Discretion 
assured. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 412227 ® 

IAN 65, romantic, likes to 
wine/dine, days out, seeking 
younger female for 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 412087 ® 
MARK fun loving, easy going, 
fair hair blue eyes, athletic, 
tanned, looking for good times. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 411989 ® 

TIGER Woods lookalike, 
seeking pretty BBW for good 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 411801 ® 


FIT bubbly male, athletic, blue 
eyes, short fair hair, easy 
going, loving, GSOH, seeking 
female for no strings fun. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411901 

TALL attractive Shrewsbury 
male, 54, seeks attractive 
female for fun and excitement 
in the daytime. Discretion 
assured. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 411823® 

TALL Indian gent, 53, seeks 
sensual lady for friendship 
plus, interesting chap, discreet 
days in and nights out. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4133151 

JOHN 70, tall, slim, seeking 
female for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 413183 
GENT widower, late 60’s, looks 
younger, GSOH, likes music, 
good food, country pursuits, 
seeks female, 50-60 for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4131731 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles 
will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe 
to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 messages for each 
message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before con¬ 
tact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can 
be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP 
text stop to 80098. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the 
owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 
0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass 
your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 04/08/14 
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Local Specialist 


Building Plans 


Double Glazing 



Fencing 


LUKE’S local AE RIALS 

WD 0121 445 1382 B M P 

^^Tuke’s Mobile: 07864 59054?“ ^ 

NEW DIGITAL AERIAL + MAST + CABLE £69 
DIGITAL AERIAL + CABLE to any room £59 
NEW CABLE £39 REMOVE AERIAL £29 
REPAIRS £39 TUNING £25 
SATELLITE DISH Fitted £69 DISH REPAIRS £39* 
DIGITAL AERIAL To 2 Rooms JUST £80 
3 Rooms JUST £100 4 Rooms JUST £120 ^ 




METRO ALARMS 
AND SECURITY 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms. co. uk 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
-10% off thermally efficient 
Shutters and outdoor awnings! 

- 30% off Conservatory roof blinds! 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384 886162/01902500204 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


Do you neei 
to promote your 
building services? 
Please call 
01902 319590 
01902 319577 


IS 




C ETHERIDGE 

BUILDING SERVICES 

• Extensions 

• Alterations 

• Roofing 0ver35yrs 

• Landscaping experience 

• Block paving ^ 

• General property 
maintenance. 

For a FREE quote call Chris 

01384 635627 
07989 738732 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


Building Plans 


□o you prepare 

Building 
plans?? | 

If you want to advertise l 

01902 JJgjgSsd 

,31957-^ 




Misted Sealed Units? 
Contact us for a free quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 O ^ 

Email: quotations© Qv 
blackcountryglazing.com 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 VOaf 


Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


SM CARPENTRY & BUILD IG 

• Extensions/Canopy’s \ 

• loft conversions \ 

• Bathroom and Kitchen Refurb^s^ 

• Fitted Bedrooms/Home Offices ^- 

• All Types Of Plasterings 

• General Carpentry 

CALL: 0121 601 7727•07879 681591 



SCOTTS WINDOW 


'i'l'J Hill if it lira 

• Misty Units 

• Broken Locks 

• Door Repairs 

• Patio Doors 

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 


07973 84 84 38 
0800 034 0344 


driveways & patios 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC I F 1 '' II [SI 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT I 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


A a 




PGS Roofing 

All roofing work covered 

Members of the Confederation of Roofing Contractors and 
Checkatrade Fully insured and Fully Qualified 10 Year Guarantee 
Free and no obligation quotes. 

ALL ROOFING WORK AND SERVICES UNDERTAKEN. 
Card payments accepted. 

Unit 4, Bott Lane, Stourbridge, DY9 7AW 
paul@pgsrooofing.co.uk www.pgsroofing.co.uk 
01384 6265781 07590 644555 


Decorating 


KLH 


Guilds 

_____ Qualified 

DECORATIVE Fully Insured 

opmnnpo All work guaranteed 
OEKlf lUCO Discounts for O.A.P 


DISCOUNT DRIVE AYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drivns • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Rod Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee an All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 1384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



A member of the Dudley Fix-a-home approved contractor scheme 


For a free quote call Tim 
07912 149230 0121 5030694 


PAINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured J 

0.A.P Discounts . 

For a free 

0121 561 1881 
■r 07532 200591 


HALESOWEN 

0EC0RAT0RS 

r Painters & 
s Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 


Calcon 

Fencing Midlands Ltd 



All Types of Quality Fencing Supplied & Erected 
Gates Fitted 


'pH 



LB" fFencing 



All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block patring 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


Fencing 8 Gates 




All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 

91384 242891 or 07970 300586 




AM ELECTRICAL ”3 
SERVICES 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Part Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / Shower / Extra Sockets 
PAT Testingy'Slfety Reports 
CCTV / Burgular Alarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 2370 
07785 781652? . 


MB© electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: I - -— 


mbelectric. co.ukU 


Roberts 
Fascias,Soffits 
& Guttering 
Services 

For All aspects 
of cleaning & 
repair call 
Robert for a 
free quote on 
07767869792 


Local 

Specialists. 

a ~ -T*> 



Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor Lane, Halesowen B62 8PU / Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, driveway 
or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements 
• Rewiring • Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs- 
7 days a week • Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated • 
Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 
stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk sir 

OFFICE: 0121 423 3883 0844 561 7244 1“ 

07967 650567 (24 hour call outs) " CONTRACTOR 


Electrical 


Kings' 


nford Lir 


ited 


Domestic 


Industrial 


Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 

1 6 Years Experie 


01384 278471 


Gas and Boiler Services 



To promote your 

Gas & Boilerjj 
Service 
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Local Specialists 


Garage Doors 


Property Maintenance 


Plumbing & Heating 


Roofing 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


Supply & install Repair Service 

All types of doors Remote Control Door! 

• Security Grills Made to Measure 

• FREE Survey & Quotation 


www. dbsh utters, co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378' 



Gardening 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 


Garden Services 

Fencing, Slabbing, Block 
Paving, Patios, Garden Walls, 
Tree Lopping, Hedge and 
Grass Cutting 

FREE QUOTES 


Elegant 
Stairs 

Quality Stairparts 



craftsman 

For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121 533 9339 
or 07505 807686 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 



Mobile Hairdresser 


B I LEH 
H A I RDRESSER 

Cuts, Colours, Perms etc 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


MOT 


with this advert 


Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 MOT 


0 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 




1; ilMii! 

lyillil] 

★ Interior/Exterior Paintini 

★ Ail Aspects Of Pla 
Specialist Machine 

★ Rendering ★ Fascias, S 

★ Flooring And Tiling ★ PI 
CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGj 

01384 213644 or O' 

g And Decorating 
stering And 
Rendering 
offits & Guttering 
lus Much More.... 
ATION QUOTATION 

7733 226568 

AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


DHPLASMURS 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 


KS 
f SERVICES 

( All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

^0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


business, Please call l| 


01902 


319590 


01902« 


All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex Removed 
Insurance work undertaken 

Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 


Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 




Plumbing & Heating 


Gas Heating Services 

130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 

• Central Heating 

• Gas Fitting 

• Plumbing 

• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 

• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 



• Fully Trained 
Engineers 

• Family Run 
Business 


FREE QUOTES 

MasterCard J T/Maestrol 




Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 303 0066 

www.gassafel .com 


■HOUSEHOLD 

l_ U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs r est" 
Supply and fit or fit only ^ 1994y 




TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 
V*—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 



R.S Pi HMRlNfi AND HFATIMBI ROOFING SERVICES 


; ;All General Plumbing Undertaken 

• Bathrooms Suites 

« . • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 

\\ j • Outside Taps Fitted 

• Leaks Repaired 

• PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


Home: 01384 872276 Mobile: 07584 081228 




0/7/7 HEATING 6 
(3 I If V PLUMBING 

• REPAIRS INSTALLATION * SERVICE 
* LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES 
• NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

20°/o ELDERLY DISCOUNT 
CALL SHAUN 

□7850 051348 

edmheatingandplumbing@hotmail .co.uk 


I Kni g ht Gas 

Heating & Plumbing 

Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 A 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, Worcester 
Bosch, Baxi & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


nm 

Plumbing Services 

• Specialist in small plumbing repairs 
• Tap repairs • Overflows • Tanks 
• Burst pipes • No Flushes 
General plumbing repairs and guttering 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Over 35 years' experience 
For a friendly, reliable service 
Call Paul on 07751 669066 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Roofing Contractors 

High performance flat roofing (25 year guarantee) 
GUTTERS CLEANED £ 15 SMALL REPAIRS £ I 5 
SLATES REPLACED £25 REPOINTING £ I 5 

* Fibreglass glass sheeting * UPVC fascias 

* Guttering * Verges * Soffits cleaned £30 

* Chimney flashing * Ridge tiles £25 

ALL RE-ROOFING (FREE ESTIMATES) 
Telephone or Text 07773 001859 
01384 824993 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 






Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 423 4602 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


Specialists 


DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 
JET WASHING SERVICE 



(MIDLANDS) LTD. 

CONTACT ANDY OR GRAHAM NOW 
FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

( 01384 ) 869605 
07950 659668 / 07754 676336 


www.fine-linepaving, co. uk 


Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns _ 

Quality Workmanship 

» Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
ar 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 prny 


Window Specialists 



To 

advertise 
yoOr 
business 

Please call 

01902 319590 
-A 01902 319577 
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star ★extraTRAVEL 

For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star, offers a 
wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your security, our tour opera¬ 
tors are members of ABTA - the Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air 
Travel Organisers Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless 
otherwise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take bookings 
over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages for full description 
plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up points 
offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the 
exception of holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 



Undiscovered Malta 


Eight days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£819 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights half-board accommodation 

• Guided tour of Valetta 

• Tour of the island of Gozo 

• Guided tour of Rabat and Mdina 

• Visit to St Paul’s Catacombs 

• Tour of the Neolithic temples of Ggantija and Tarxien 

• Visit to Marsaxlokk 

I* Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Andre Rieu Carcasonne, 

and the Johann Strauss Avignon and Provence 

Orchestra in Maastricht 


Five days departing July 9 



PRICE FROM 


£399 


• Return coach travel and Channel crossings 

• Four nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Seated ticket to see Andre Rieu and The Johann 
Strauss Orchestra on the Vrijthof Square in Maastricht 
(ticket upgrades offered) 

• Visits to Maastricht, Amsterdam and Antwerp 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Eurostar and air breaks also offered 

Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Six days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£449 


• Return flights 

• Five nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Guided walking tour and time to explore Carcassonne 

• Full day visit to Avignon and the Roman Pont du Gard 

• Canal du Midi cruise 

• All coaching in France 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Air Holidays (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


Suffolk Skies, Coast Bath and Oxford 
and Country Buy one get one free 


Jersey 


Three days departing July 3 


Two days departing March 22 


Four to eight days 

Departures February to December 


PRICE FROM 


£159 


PRICE FROM 


£155 


PRICE FROM 


£285 


Elvis Exhibition 
at the 02 Arena 

Two days departing April 18 and May 9 


£115 


PRICE FROM 


• Return coach travel 

• Two nights half-board accommodation 

• Visits to Lavenham, Aldeburgh and Southwold 

• Entrance to Jimmy’s Farm 

• Entrance to Bridge Cottage to see the John Constable 
Exhibition 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Visit to Oxford 

• Visit to Bath 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


• Return flights 

• Bed and breakfast accommodation at the three-star 
Mayfair or Metropole hotel in St Helier 

• Return airport to hotel transfers in Jersey 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 

Special offers for bookings made before March 31 - 
see brochure for details 


• Return coach travel 

» Overnight half-board accommodation 
» Ticket to the Elvis Exhibition at the 02 Arena, London 

• Visit to Greenwich 

» Free time in central London 

» Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Modern Hotels (ABTA V3101, ATOL 0752) Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 



London Theatre 
by coach 


Two days selected weekend departure dates 


PRICE FROM 


£139. 95 




7 v*> 
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London is the natural home of theatre and the musical is king in 
the capital’s world-famous West End. British musicals that prove 
a runaway success here often go on to triumph on Broadway and 
around the globe. 

The winning combination of engaging writing, captivating stage 
design and commanding performance has enabled London 
theatres to achieve box office smashes time and time again. 
And it’s the songs that make people return to the capital a 
number of times and some of the most well-known tunes 
have become part of the national canvas. 

There are two options travelling by coach from which to 
choose, Saturday Night Theatre or a Theatre Weekend 
with Dinner. 

The Saturday Night Theatre break, from £139.95, includes a 
ticket for the evening show, whereas the Theatre Weekend with 
Dinner option starts from £149.95 and includes an evening meal 
following the matinee performance. 

Both trips include return coach travel, a choice of theatre ticket 
from an extensive list of shows, overnight bed and breakfast 
accommodation in an outer-London four-star hotel, along with 
some free time in the capital for shopping or sightseeing. 

Pick-ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

*The from price and price bands vary for each show - see 
brochure/web page for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 


Dubrovnik, Dalmatian 
Coast and Montenegrox 


Eight days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£869 


With its blend of history, 
Mediterranean ambience and truly 
stunning natural beauty, Croatia is 
simply one of Europe’s best-kept 
secrets. 

This two-centre holiday starts off with a drive 
inland to the Krka Valley. Here the River Krka 
flows through a series of gorges, lakes and 
rapids before meeting the sea. The whole 
valley and area is stunning and has been 
awarded national park status. 

In Split enjoy a guided walking tour of the Emperor’s Diocletian’s monumental palace, which is fully integrated into 
the town with a jumble of buildings grafted onto it. This is followed by a visit to nearby medieval Trogir, boasting 
an exquisitely decorated 13th century cathedral and where the real monument is the town itself. 


Heading south to Mostar see the 16th century mosques, turkish houses, the fine 19th century town hall plus the 
amazing reconstructed bridge, linking the two halves 
of the old town. 


Dubrovnik is a beautiful baroque city with huge 
imposing ramparts. The main avenue is completely 
paved with marble and throughout the city there is a 
wonderful arrray of monasteries, decorated churches 
and civic buildings dating from the 14th century. 

A tour of Montenegro, one of Europe’s newest 
countries is also included. The first stop is made at 
the medieval town of Kotor, walled with a labryinth of 
cobbled streets surrounding its Orthodox Cathedral, 
followed by the medieval town of Budva. The return 
is across the inland sea by boat to Dubrovnik. 


PRICE includes 

' Return flights 

• half ~ board accommodation 

•VisittS^tPonaS^ 3 ^ 

;s*° f ;^“s as,andMonte ^ ro 

Services of a tour manager 

• ^nglerooms subject to availability - supplement 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 














































Runners 
among 
medals at 
stadium 

IT was a good weekend 
for athletes from Dudley 
Kingswinford Running 
Club as they were among 
the medals. 

They were competing 
the Midland Masters 
Cross Country Champi¬ 
onships at Aldersley Sta¬ 
dium. 

In an event restricted to 
runners over 35 you’d ex¬ 
pect the pace to be slower 
and the event to be less 
competitive than the nor¬ 
mal Birmingham League 
but that was certainly not 
the case in a race full of 
quality . 

The course was a mix¬ 
ture of ankle deep mud, 
rock hard icy patches and 
plenty in between with 
numerous twists and 
turns over the 8km dis¬ 
tance. 

In a race won by Mark 
Couldwell of Charnwood 
AC in 24.44 from Scott 
Hazel of Coventry Go- 
diva in 24.55 and Stuart 
Hawkes of Amazing Feet 
in 25.14, James Wright 
was first back for the blue 
hoops in 28th place in 
29.57 placing 5th in the 
M35 category. 

Gary Bonner was 31st 
in 30.22 and 5th M50, 
Dave Norman was 35th in 
31.09 and 9th M40, Gra¬ 
ham Wildgoose was 45th 
in 33.27 an 9th M45 and 
John Andrews was 47th 
in 36.14 and 11th M40. 
The club took bronze. 

Fears of 
£2m fraud 
at Blues 

THE company that owns 
Birmingham City FC said it 
believes a former employee 
may have “misappropriat¬ 
ed” £2.5m. 

Birmingham Interna¬ 
tional Holdings said it had 
reported the matter to the 
Hong Kong police. 

The company said the 
loss “may have a material 
impact on the operation and 
financial situation of the 
group”. 

It was also concerned that 
the matter was apparently 
missed by auditors. 

Shares in the Hong Kong- 
based company were sus¬ 
pended six weeks ago and 
will not resume trading 
until further notice. 

BIH said it would con¬ 
sider setting up an investi¬ 
gation committee 


Old Hales overwhelmed after good start 


Old Patesians 39 
Old Halesonians 2nds 10 

OLD Hales travelled down to Cheltenham 
to face a strong Old Pats side and 
scored first when a kick and chase down 
field led to Old Pats losing possession. 

The visitors capitalised on this by moving 
the ball to the left to release wing James 
Mitchell who, with little room to work with, 
used his superior pace to glide past the Old 
Pats defence and score. 

Old Pats regained possession from the 
kick off and immediately put pressure on 
Old Hales. The visitors became frustrated 
with some of the refereeing decisions but 


Rugby 


Pats stayed focused and forced their way 
over for two tries in quick succession. 

Hales tried to get back into the game 
but Pats had the upper hand and stretched 
their opponents defence to score two fur¬ 
ther tries. 

Old Hales started the second half with 
some renewed vigour and moved the ball 
quickly. MikeTopping featured regularly 
in attacking moves gaining good ground. 
Unfortunately from one of the attacks, cen¬ 


tre Oli Kealey suffered a knee injury. After 
prolonged treatment from the Pats physi¬ 
otherapists, Oli left the field in a leg brace 
and was taken to hospital with suspected 
ligament damage. 

Shortly after the restart, the ball popped 
out from a Pats scrum and the scrum half 
made good ground before passing to the 
supporting fullback who went over to score. 

At a lineout, Hales hooker, Bobby Moxon, 
received a yellow card for illegally taking 
out the Pats scrum half. The home side 
made the most of the one man advantage 
and scored two tries from long range. 

With only minutes remaining Hales at¬ 


tacked from deep , with the ball passing 
through the hands of Topping, Liam Ken¬ 
drick and Dave Wakefield before reaching 
James Mitchell on the halfway line. Once 
again Mitchell used his pace to beat two 
players and the cover defence to score in 
the corner for the final score. 

Kings Norton 2nds 23 Old Halesonians 
3rds/4ths 41 

Due to Old Hales postponing the league 
game against Malvern because of a water¬ 
logged pitch, a game was arranged away 
against Kings Norton 2nds. 

Old Hales ran out winners, scoring seven 
tries against Kings Norton’s three. 


Albion happy with 
point from Toffees 


Everton 0 Albion 0 

THERE was nothing for Albion fans to get ex¬ 
cited about at Goodison Park. 

But there was something to celebrate as Tony 
Pulis’s side claimed a very handy point from a te¬ 
nacious display on Merseyside. And while there was 
little to get the travelling fans off their seats, they 
could at least smile that - for once - the boot was on 
the other foot. 


For this time it was fric¬ 
tion in the opposition camp 
that made the headlines 
as Kevin Mirallas’s missed 
penalty grabbed all the at¬ 
tention. 

And for a change it was 
the opposing manager at 
odds with his fans as the 
home faithful turned on 
Roberto Martinez. 

On the national stage, 
Albion could enjoy their 
evening as the support act. 

But those who follow the 
Baggies more closely will 
have been delighted at the 
spirit, organisation and 
discipline on show, even if 
worries remain about the 
dearth of pace and flair in 
the ranks. 

With Claudio Yacob 
immense in midfield and 
Joleon Lescott and Gareth 
McAuley excellent at the 
back, they soaked up pres¬ 
sure and earned their point. 

In a scrappy opening, the 
only incident of note came 
off the field as, on the 13th 
anniversary of his death, 
Albion fans’ now traditional 
applause for legend Jeff 
Astle took on extra poign¬ 
ancy. 

Fans of Everton - the club 
against whom ‘The King’ 
netted his most famous goal 
-joined in sportingly. 

Moments earlier they 


Football 


had seen left-back Leighton 
Baines try his luck with a 
long-range effort that Ben 
Foster in the Albion goal 
dealt with easily. 

The Baggies were pinned 
back for long spells with 
leading scorer Saido Be- 
rahino deployed out wide 
and asked to track Everton 
full-back Seamus Coleman, 
leaving him operating as an 
auxiliary left-back for much 
of the time. 

It meant the Baggies, and 
Berahino in particular, were 
worryingly deep. 

But one long clearance 
from the striker did spark 
a rare attack for the visitors 
midway through the half. 

There was controversy 
just before the break, how¬ 
ever, as Lescott was penal¬ 
ised for handball. 

But Mirallas grabbed the 
ball ahead of regular taker 
Baines and drilled his pen¬ 
alty wide of Foster’s right- 
hand post.The Belgian did 
not re-emerge for the second 
half. 

The hosts should have 
gone in front with 15 min¬ 
utes left but Lukaku leaned 
back as he shot and fired 
high and wide when he 
should have hit the target. 


No end in sight for DK’s losses misery 



Liam Marshall powers forward on his way to scoring the only try for DK against Bromsgrove 


DK 5 Bromsgrove 42 

AFTER 47 minutes, DK forced a lin¬ 
eout deep inside the Bromsgrove 22. 

A ball to the middle was expertly 
deflected into Kieran Pinches’ hands 
by skipper Pete Knight. 

The ball flashed across the DK 
three quarter line and Liam Marshall 
beat his man leaving him with 10 me¬ 
tres to go, and with the Bromsgrove 
cover defence on hand. 

However, it was not enough, be¬ 


cause despite the attentions of two 
Bromsgrove defenders, Marshall 
powered to the line carrying them 
with him for the last few metres and 
taking the ball over for the only DK 
try of the match. 

DK were on the scoreboard. 

This proved to be a watershed for 
the DK squad where they should re¬ 
ally have taken hold of the game. 

However, instead of narrowing the 
gap while their opponent was down 


to 10 men, Bromsgrove eased away 
with the game to record a 42-5 vic¬ 
tory over struggling DK club. 

The pick of their second half tries 
came from their full back, who splin¬ 
tered the DK defence. 

The Bromsgrove victory reflected 
the way that the game panned out 
particularly in the second half. 

Although, the big difference be¬ 
tween the sides was the ability to 
take advantage of field position.. 


Club ends 
swim with 
second 
placing 

HALESOWEN swimmers 
travelled to Redditch 
for the first round of the 
Worcester Winter League 
on Saturday January 17 
knowing they were facing 
tough opponents. 

This was the first gala 
of 2015 for the team and 
with several swimmers 
rested ahead of important 
competitions early in the 
year, those stepping in 
grabbed the opportunity 
with both hands to pro¬ 
duce a strong result for 
the team and to record 
personal best perfor¬ 
mances. 

It was clear from the 
outset that Redditch 
were the team to beat 
and Halesowen swimmers 
fought hard throughout to 
close the gap. 

Despite some excellent 
swims the team had to 
settle for runners-up. 

Individual winners 
were Lauren Hill in the 
Butterfly, Amber Harri- 
sion in the Breaststroke 
and Jacob Darby in the 
Freestyle. 

The age 13 and under 
medley relay team 
grabbed a victory includ¬ 
ing India Hanke, Paige 
Robbins, Owen Crump, 
Robert Jennings and 
Euan Vaughan Hawkins. 

Final scores were Red¬ 
ditch A 212, Halesowen 
175, Pershore 166, Old¬ 
bury 140, Perry Beeches 
& SSS 95. 
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Boukari is 
hit by more 
injury woe 

LUCKLESS Razak Bouka¬ 
ri has suffered yet another 
injury blow - as Scott Gol- 
bourne returns to conten¬ 
tion at Wolves. 

The £2.5m winger has a 
groin strain and will be out 
for up to three weeks. 

Boukari was due to make 
his comeback with Gol- 
bourne in today’s visit of 
Brentford to Compton, post¬ 
poned in any event due to a 
frozen pitch. 

“Boukari has a groin 
strain which he did last Fri¬ 
day and will be out for two 
to three weeks,” said head 
coach Kenny Jackett. 

“He’s picked up a lot of 
injuries. I haven’t been able 
to give him a chance yet and 
would like to give him an op¬ 
portunity. But keeping him 
fit has been tough.” 
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Point picked up More misery 


Albion happy to 
share withToffees 
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No end in sight to 
DK’s losing streak 
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Whiley 
pulls in 
doubles 
trophy 

HALESOWEN’S Jordanne 
Whiley has gained her first 
wheelchair tennis trophy of 
2015. 

She partnered Japan’s 
Yui Kamiji to win finish 
runners-up in the women’s 
doubles at the Sydney Inter¬ 
national Open, the first of 
six Super Series events. 

The winners of all four 
Grand Slam doubles titles 
in 2014, Whiley and Kamiji 
dropped just one game en 
route to the final in Syd¬ 
ney before being edged out 
in three sets by Dutch duo 
Jiske Griffioen and Aniek 
van Koot. 

Kamiji and Whiley beat 
Griffioen and van Koot in 
either a third and final set 
or a deciding championship 
tie-break in their finals at 
Roland Garros, Wimbledon 
and the US Open in New 
York last year. 

Although Kamiji and Whi¬ 
ley took their opponents to a 
decider one again, Griffioen 
and van Koot just had the 
edge this time and clinched 
a 6-4, 1-6, 6-4 victory as 
Whiley and Kamiji finished 
runners-up in Sydney for 
the second successive year. 

The two partnerships 
could meet again at the Aus¬ 
tralian Open at Melbourne 
Park on 28 to 31 January. 

“Obviously I am disap¬ 
pointed that we lost the 
final, neither Yui nor I 
played like we can.” 

Bennett hints 
at villa exit 

JOE BENNETT has sug¬ 
gested he may be open to 
leaving Aston Villa perma¬ 
nently for Brighton. 

Bennett has struggled to 
establish himself at Villa 
since joining in 2012 and 
could be forced to look else¬ 
where for first-team foot¬ 
ball. 

The 24-year-old left-back 
is on loan at the Champi¬ 
onship strugglers and has 
discussed the potential for a 
longer-term agreement. 

“I’ve got another year 
left (on my Villa contract), 
so there might be a fee in¬ 
volved,” said Bennett, who 
has made 30 appearances 
for Paul Lambert’s side. 
“I’ll keep my options open 
but I think it is a possibility 
I could come here perma¬ 
nently. 

“The main thing is that 
you are happy as a player. 
When you are happy off the 
pitch you are going to be 
playing the best you can.” 


Old Hales dig deep to keep hold of win 


Old Halesonians 23 
Peterborough Lions 16 

OLD Hales came into this game with an 
unconvincing win against Sutton last week 
when they failed to dominate. 

Injuries to stalwart Tom Jordan and 
Nigel Burrows saw Loz Breese and Jay 
Martin completing the back row with 
player/coach Mark Evans. 

This became a deciding factor in this 
game against a dominant forward display 
initially by the visitors. After seven minutes 
Hales showed immediate stability in the 
scrum with props Louis Padian, Rich Tay- 


Rugby 


lor and hooker Pete Fitzgerald providing a 
solid scrum for the backs to work from. 

Immediate pressure from the Hales side 
led to a penalty on the visitors 22. Full back 
Chris Hooper took it quickly and fed to 
flanker Loz Breese for his first try of the 
game. 

The next period of play saw the Lions 
fight back twice. Hales gave away two sim¬ 
ple penalties which Carrington converted 
for the visitors. 


Hales again came back with some ex¬ 
cellent forwards and backs combinations. 
Scrum Half Nathan Jones and fly half Ga¬ 
reth Bown provided ample ball to the Hales 
backs, Hooper and Carl Robinson were al¬ 
ways a threat and wing Warren Oliver mak¬ 
ing telling runs into the visiting defence. 

On 20 minutes pressure forced a penalty 
which Hooper converted. After 27 minutes 
Peterborough were reduced to 14 men for 
foul play, Hales should have capitalised on 
this but the visitors stood strong. 

Oliver collected a high kick on the half 
way line and set off on a run outside the op¬ 


posite backs, he drew the last man and fed 
to supporting wing, Luke Smith who scored, 
, Hooper missed the conversionLions came 
back but the home defence stood strong 
up until the 39th minute. The defence was 
beaten by forward pressure for a try by the 
visitors which was converted. 

The second half saw the home side take 
control. A lapse in concentration on 47mins 
gifted another penalty to Peterborough to 
take the lead 13-16. 

Breese grabbed his second try.Wing 
Smith added his second try in the corner. . 

• Overwhelmed - Page 39 


OWN GOAL GIVES 
YELTZ A SHARE 


Marine 1 Halesowen 1 

HALESOWEN got a decent point in 
very cold conditions on Merseyside 
against a team who beat them at The 
Grove overChristmas. 

It was Halesowen who had the first chance, 
when a looping header from Joe Hull hit the 
bar and came back out to Ben Haseley, whose 


point-blank shot was 
saved by Matt Cooper. 

Marine came close on 10 
minutes, as Lloyd Ellams 
claimed the ball in the box 
and blasted it at goal, but 
Matt Sargeant reacted bril¬ 
liantly to the shot and deny 
them the lead and keep 
them off the scoreboard at 
least for now. 

The Yeltz took the lead 
on 26 minutes through the 
hosts gifting them an own 
goal, as Haseley cut into the 
opposing penalty area and 
hit an aerial ball towards 
the back post then James 
Foley headed the ball into 
his own net. 

Powerful 

Marine started the second 
half using a more attacking 
style, Andy Nicholas’ header 
just ricocheting off the 
outside of the post, while 
Liam Blake’s powerful shot 
also clipped the outside of 
the post but the equaliser 
eluded the home side. 

It wasn’t too long after 
though that they got the 
goal they were searching for 
on 70 minutes. 

The score came from a 
long-range shot by Blake 
who hit the underside of 
the bar and, fortunately for 
the player, the ball bounced 
across the line to put the 


Football 


scores level. 

There were no further 
goals which means the Yeltz 
stay 10th in the Evo-Stik 
Premier Division. 

Halesowen: Matt 

Sargeant, Kristian Green, 
Aaron Griffiths, Aaron 
Forde, Joe Hull (Joel Ket¬ 
tle), Curtis Tilt, Asa Char¬ 
lton, Tom Tons (Elliott 
Turner) , Aaron Daniels 
(Robert Thompson-Brown), 
Ben Haseley, Dan Bragoli. 

Subs (Unused): Neil 
Mackenzie, Sam Pearson. 

• Recently the Yeltz have 
been hit by another break-in 
at The Grove, this time the 
thieves took grass cutting 
equipment from the Mower 
Shed. 

The storage unit at the 
Old Hawne Lane end of 
ground was broken into at 
night and three strimmers 
and three mowers were sto¬ 
len. 

The theft comes five 
months after the last break 
in at the ground which saw 
the James Grove Lounge 
raided. 

The postponed game 
between Belper and Hale¬ 
sowen has been rescheduled 
to be played on Tuesday 
March 31, kick off 7.45pm. 



Captain Danny Batth and academy player Caden Voice with a wreath to mark the death of Sir Jack Hayward 
which he placed behind the goal before the match against Blackpool at Molineux 


WOLVES captain Danny Batth said 
laying a wreath in memory of Sir 
Jack Hayward, before Saturday’s 
emotional win over Blackpool, was a 
“special moment” for him. 

The centre-back placed the flowers 
next to the goal at the former North 
Bank end of Molineux, accompanied 
by under-eights academy player 
Caden Voice, as Wolves paid tribute 
to their former owner. 

And Batth said: “It was sad for 


everyone to lose someone like Sir 
Jack and I think the community of 
Wolverhampton came out in force to 
show what he meant. It was a great 
tribute from everyone before the 
game to mark a great man and all the 
service he has given both to the club 
and the community. 

“It was a fitting tribute and just 
what he deserves and for me to lay 
the wreath was a special moment. 

“That was a time when players and 


fans of both clubs put the football to 
one side for a minute and everyone 
paid their respects.” 

Late goals from Dave Edwards and 
new boy Benik Afobe ensured Wolves 
honoured Sir Jack’s memory with a 
2-0 win. 

“We knew that Blackpool would 
come and set up like they did and 
make it difficult for us,” said Batth. 

“It is never easy to play a team 
down the bottom.” 


Tipton 
close to 
upset 

Long Eaton 2 Tipton 1 

TIPTON came close to pro¬ 
ducing an unlikely result as 
they ignored the length of 
the Midland League Pre¬ 
mier Division table. 

Leaders Long Eaton 
squeezed home 2-1 against 
the bottom-placed Black 
Country outfit, with a point- 
blank save by home keeper 
Cameron Mason denying 
Tipton’s Simon Badianne a 
last-gasp equaliser. 

Long Eaton took the lead 
in 20 minutes when Brad 
Wells guided home an inch 
perfect cross from TJ Night¬ 
ingale. 

Tipton rocked Long 
Eaton in the 57th minute, 
however, when Ben Hadley 
adroitly skipped through the 
home rearguard to plant the 
ball past a startled Mason 
and bring the sides level. 

Long Eaton were then re¬ 
duced to 10 men when Wells 
was shown his second yellow 
card, and Sean Pugh had a 
great opportunity to put the 
visitors in front, but turned 
his close-range effort over 
the bar. 

Almost immediately Long 
Eaton restored their advan¬ 
tage, Kieran Wells this time 
on target. 

Badianne came close to 
salvaging a precious point. 

Weather stops 
Baggies match 

ALBION saw their Bir¬ 
mingham Senior Cup clash 
at Hednesford Town post¬ 
poned on Tuesday night. 

As a result of deteriorat¬ 
ing weather conditions, the 
match referee called off the 
game shortly before kick-off. 
Hednesford were due to go 
to AFC Fylde on Saturday 
but will play a rescheduled 
match at Worcester City. 


The Chronicle, a Midland 
News Association Ltd 
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